
b anch line railroads are in 
The old r 

rouble. to the /isconsin Public 
t iccordi~g~ion (PSC), si~ce 1946 rail-

rvicc orrnn~ 5 ts on branch lines have a­
~~ad abandonrn

6
~nmlles of track no longer 

r d . l o mounte in 9 d 1 from June 30, 1 57 to 
-use • e recent Y, were three branch line 

A30or 1058 there onsolidation. ~ith this 
June , / done c 1 
abondments a~\on abandonments' a so. 
came ten st 

Train ' s comin! 
Once an eagerly a-wai ted call, the n~ws 

of the arrival of the Chicago , St . Paul & 
Omaha railHay in the small western \dsconsin 
tmm of River Falls goes largely unheeded t o-
day • 

.... t 9: 2J a . m. on a \,ednesday morning, 
River Falls station agent Nels Dodge receiv s 
Hord over the telegraph t hat the tra.in has 
left Hudson , 12 miles to the north. 

Over hj_ll and 
feeling every curvevale, 
bump, the t r ain and 
slowly towar ct~R . nov es on 

~i ver F 
. ecause of i ts slmr alls. 
it was l ong aP'o t speed 
"Peanut Pushe~ n :rmed tb~ 
nickname has s tuckn~ _thi~ 
to the present da ith it 

And from man y. 
house, l ike the oy a farm 
here ' childr en 1 ne shov,n 
uhi s t le dmm th 1ear the 
say ' ,. Peanut Pu!h!;~ley anct 

s comi n . 
• 



I 

) 

Li e ,, 

Photo essay, '.Decline o:f the Branch n ' 
prepared for Photography class at ~e 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, in 
Spring, 1959, by Mark Wyman• 

( Ibnated to the River Falls Area 
Research Center in 1ay, 1980, 
by Mark Wym an.) 



ut in less than O min1 tes, it is time to e nd 

1 10
rth a other small tovm scr ed by the branch line. 

~~-!~me c~eamery productv nd some unfinished 1 mber, and 

1urnber. 

ove on south to 
There, it will ~ck 
leave some fini~hed 

'rhe old train le ves, trailin6 its. e pty 11 caboose,' or passenger car, 
. d But no passengers take the train today--a far cry from forty years 

behin hen two passenger cars had to be run daily. This branch line operates 
~~~y three days a 1.1eek now, and further cuts are in the immediate future. 

In 1920 according to the history, The Railroads of .isconsin, 18?7 -

9
'2 

5 
the 3 5 'different railro~d companies operating branch liz:ies in !is-

1...d--in traveled over 11,615 m~~es of tr ck. Last ye~r, according to the ~og~ ther ere only 18 companies, and they operated over 9,661; tracl miles. 

hnd dth the train gone, the station is ouiet. 

It's especially quiet for the station 
uill this one fold up?t "vhen will I lose 
the dirty window set in the weather-beaten 
and uorn tracks, and ponders the future of 
hirself. 

agent, who uonder m 
my job? He looks ~hen 
frame, out onto thevrro1 h 
both the branch line Sted anct 



, 



But there is still some rork to be 
some feed from the farmers' coop­

done: e elevator, above left, is usually erativ 
·eked up. pi 

rorkmen find time to talk, "hove 
Theh:le an empty station wagon sits 

right, ~-
1

d them. Once they rould have 
idle be ~nbusy loading lumber, barrels, 
been kef1 r and other Goods onto cars 
~heat, ou ? er Falls stop. NoH there · g the iv -
duri~ 1 b t some feed and lumber. ·s 1itt e u 
J. , • 

e stop is usually usea to ex~1ine 
Th_ 5 between cars. Note the un­

the hook ~~rn- ut condition of the car 
pai~f~t. Branch lines usually et the !~st uorn equipment. 

The sui!chmen and car couplers 
1ust use their traditional arm- . Sti 
si ·nals to the engineer, howeve;~ving 
long as there are railroads th· .s 
never change. ' is wi11 

The signals no longer spark a . 
ion from bystanders, however. A d~l.l"'a_ 

crew member (above ) i 6nores the t c~ty-
and climbs in his truck. rain 
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oving through the broad 
val:eys created thousands of years 
ago by the receding glaciers, the 
train ap ears from the distance 
to be a t~in snake, inching forwar 
to its prey. 

As it approaches River Falls, 
it enco nters the Kinnickinnic 
river, a trout fisherman's dream 
in the summer but no1,1, in late 
winter, a cold, dismal sight on 
a dreary day that perhaps does 
little to cheer the train and its 
crew up. 

Already waiting at the sta,.. 
tion in River Falls, however, is 
a truck--both a representative 
and a symbol of the new means of 
transporting goods which has sig­
nalled the end of the branch 
line railroad. 

And in the 3lmost-deserted 
station, the trl1cker prepares a 
few pa_ckages for s: ipping. ( Once 
lundreds gathered to ;et the la­
test neus and greet travelers.) 
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