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put in less than 20 minutes, it is time to 1€3¥e and move on south to
gllsworth, another small town served by the branch line., There, it will nick

gome creamery products and some unfinished lumber, and leave some finished
up

The old train leaves, trail%ng its empty "caboose," or passenger car,
__The B % no passengers take the train today--a far cry from forty years
behinda tho passenger Cars had to be run daily. This branch line operates
agﬁ; gﬁgge days a week now, and further cuts are in the immediate future.
0

In 1920, according to the history, The Railroads of Wiseonsin, 1827 -
the 35 different railroad companies operating branch lines in Wis-
1 sin tpaveled over 11,615 miles of track., Last year, according to the

ggg therea were only 18 companies, and they operated over 9,66k track miles,
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And with the train gone, the station 1is guiet.

It's especially quiet for the station agent, who wonders wy
will this one fold up?™ "When will I lose my job?"™ He looks +¥Een

the dirty window set in the weather-beaten frame, out onto the”ﬁ‘”“ﬁh
Elnd worn trac];s’ and ponder‘s +the future of both the braITCh lire ”Sted
himself. e
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gut there is still some work to be
Some feed from the farmers' coop-

ne . _
ggztive elevator, above left, is usually

cked up.

The workmen find time to talk, above

< sht, while an empty station wagon sits
rlle pehind them. Once they would have
3d kept busy loading lumber, barrels,
bes? i and other gzoods onto cars
Now there

wheat, flour,
but some feed and lumber.

pi

during the River Falls stop.
is little
The stop is usually useq to examine
he hook-ups between cars. Note the un-
g ted, worn-out condition oI the car
i : Branch lines usually get the

right- .
;gst worn equipment.
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Moving through
valleys created thou
ago by the receding
train appears from
to be a thin snake,
to its prey.

winter,

little to cheer the
crew up.
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As it approaches River Falls,
it encounters the Kinnickinnie
river, a trout fisherman's dream
in the summer but now, in 1

a cold, dismel sig
a dreary day that perhaps d
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Already w
tion in River
a truck

and a symbol of

£3a
transporting goods which has sig-

nalled the end of the branch
line railroad.

And in the almost-deserted
station, the trucker prepares a
few packages for shipping.(Once
hindreds gathered to get the la-
test news and greet travelers.)
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