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X Editorial. X 

A Tribute to Normal Schools, 

Miiry Hall Leonard, in an arti­
cle entitled, " 'Confe ·sions' of a 
.i: ormal School Teacher," in the 
March nnmber of Appleton's Pop­
ular Science Monthly, makes the 
fo llowing fear less statements. Al­
though the quotation are taken 
from all parts of the article, yet 
the argument remains intact. 
Every per~on interested in the nor­
mal school will take pleasure in 
reading the article. 

"In this age or frank subjective ex­
pression when we are taken into the 
confidence of so many interesting per­
sonalities, when authors write their 
"remic,iscences" or recall t,heir "liter­
ary passions," when men of business 
recount the steps by which they 
climl>ed the ladder of nccess, and 
when even the public- chool teachers 

have found a welcome for their '·con­
fesRions" in the literary magazine~, it 
Aeems good to me also, having been a 
normal-sc!Jo,,l teacher from the first 
(that is, having spent most, of the 
year· Ri nee, a girl in my teens, I grad­
uated at the State normal school, in 
teaching in ~irnilar in titutions of dif­
ferent sections of the country), to et 
forLh in order a few of the thin~s 
that are surely hclieved by the mem­
ber c,f our craft. 

lt is currently reported that we nor­
mal-schovl people are not an erudite 
cla s; that there are many things in 
the philo ophies of heaven and earth 
that are not included in the horizon 
of our ment,al vision. Indeed, we 
have heard this so many times that it 
begins to sceru like a "cbe tnut" to 
our indnrated ears. Brethren of the 
college and out or the colleg-e, when 
next you feel moved to characterize 
our mental stat,u , plea e tell us ome­
thing new. 

A· to the charge it elf we have no 
desire t,o enter into controversy re­
garding it. We have a high re pect 
for knowled11e, e pecially of the real 
kind. We prefer thi to the sort po -
sei;;sed by a cert,ain fabled prince of 
one of Henry James's novel , who had 
been told all the fact in the univer e, 
but bad never in her life perceived 
anything. For thi latter kind of 
"knowledge" we are not perhap 'O 

greedy as ome, while recognizing that 
"information" also has its value and 
u e . 

Friend Critic, forgive u if we some­
times que Lion whether you yourself 
have tasted of every "apple" that 
grows upon the tree of knowledge, un­
less by proxy as it were, after the 
manner of the fabled prince s afore­
said. 

We are inclined to the belief that 
native abilit,y and persistent effort 
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IHtYP more to clo with the a('<111isition 
of m<·nLal power than t:1e question of 
,vhat, s('at of learning one Mu<lies in. 
\Iuch that a student thinks he learns 
while acquiring a so-called '·educa­
tion" is only "skin-deep," and has lit­
t IL' appre<'iable effect upon the after­
pfforts of life. 

The normal sehool taught me how 
1" ._, ucl,v and deepened the desire for 
slt1lly that. I already p,,ssess<'Cl. EYen 
it the school had tlone nothing else, it 
would have deserved my hu;ting grati­
tude. 

But, it did other things for rue. It 
opened before me a definite line of 
work worthy of my best endeavors. 
l t gaYe me a practical touch with 
some of the phases of school work and 
sa1·ed me from some of the crudities 
and misLakes that hamper a young 
teaehcr's efforts. H did not save me 
from all such mistakes. It has been 
truly said, "No matter what the 
training, every teacher neetls experi­
('nce." But I am sure that the nor­
mal school g ... ve me some aids to my 
work as a teacher that I should not 
have been likely to recci ve in any 
other kind of school. 

We are conscious of no acerbity or 
envious cravings on account of the 
academic degrees and honors of the 
uni,·ersities. We appreciate that a 
real value attaches to such marks of 
recognized attainment when honestly 
bestowed, and helcl with no exagger­
ated sense of their importance. So 
also the titles of nobility, heraldic 
insignia, and military decorations of 
the Old World are of value, unless 
they have lJecome divorced from the 
sentiments which gave them birth. 

nut, as self-respecting Americans, 
we do not wish to feel ourselves de­
pendent upon such factitious means 
for success in life. Nor do we feel so. 
We call to rnind that the greatest 
• \merican of this ha!( century was 
··graduated" from school life after a 
ft>w months' study in a backwoods 
school. When he came to the highest 
position of responsibility ever helcl by 
a citizen of the United States, it was 
,;aid by a distinguished college presi­
dl'nt, "Lincoln rnay lave good sense, 
hut he will need some one to write bis 

messages for llin1." Y•t, till' two 
grC'at l'lassic pro~e utteran(·Ps of t,ill· 
war 1wriod are Lincoln's l~111ancipa­
tion Proclamat.ion and his Gettysburg· 
address. 

As we mingle freely and on equal 
terms with our friends and kinsfolk 
and aequaintance who arc among the 
Ph. D.'s and LL. D.'s and D. D.' of 
scholarl.v l'ame, a11cl abo with the 
younger bi~tnhood or educat ell women 
who are wearing recent college hon­
ors, we are sensible of no feeling of 
abashed inferiority, as though in the 
presence of things too high for us; nor 
rlo the attainments of these scholars, 
which we appreciate and greaLly re­
joice in, seem to dwarf in any degree 
the apparently equally valuable pow­
ers of many another friend whose 
mental acquirements have been gain­
ed in some widely different course or 
training in th~ great university of 
American life. 

Is it, then, true that the high school 
is the only part of our public-school 
system in which the teacher does not 
need to l.>e a student of pedagogical 
science, to be in sympathetic and in­
telligent touch with morlern school 
method , and to have gaiucd a degree 
of tried skill through supenised 
school room experience before being 
placed in full charge of schoolroom 
work? '.rhis would in<leed l>e passir,g 
strange. One wo11lcl suppose that, the 
high-school teacher must need for his 
equipment an intelligent understand­
ing of Lhe methods and plans of the 
lower scho()ls from the ki ndergarLcn 
up, with some aclckd stucly of Lhe 
special needs of high schools-a 11,1,re 
comprehensive rather than a shorter 
course o( professional t,rai n i ng. If 
not, then will some one tell us why? 

The question is not whether the 
high-school teacher should ha,·e a 
broad and thorough scholarship . 
That '·goes without saying." But, 
give all that scholar hip, all that 
native ability can do, the idea that 
high- chool teachers have less need 
than primary teachers to professional­
ize their work is a baseless assump­
tion which i' certain to l>e under­
mined sooner or later by the ticle of 
educational progress. It is not hard 
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to pr<·d ict th a 1, tl1e near future will 
require of the would-be high-school 
teacher as much of scholarsllip as the 
colleg<' gives, and as much profession­
al equipment as is given by the nor­
mal scliools in their best and longest 
courses. 

Will the professional training be 
included in the college curriculum? 
Ilas any college yet provided for it? 
I mean, not simply by a course of 
lectures on Ilerbar1 ian Philosophy, 
but also by a close and vital study of 
all the conditions of public-school 
work. It is a healthy sign of the 
times that the colleges are addressing 
themselves to the pedagogical ques­
tions. The combined efforts of all the 
institutions of learning will be none 
too eliective for the work of public 
education. But all real aid to public 
schools must be given in the spirit of 
those who would build up rather than 
pull down, who can distinguish in the 
work of others a right ideal in the 
midst of the crowding obstacles that 
prevent the full realization of that 
ideal, and who do not hold themselves 
aloof from personal labor as mutual 
helpers and learners with other earn­
est and open-minded thinkers who 
are already carrying the burdens or 
the work. 

Can the normal schools give this 
double preparation for high-school 
work, providing the requisite scholar­
ship as well as the practical and pro­
fessional training? 

While the lower schools belong to 
the masses of the people, t,he high 
school is supposed to be intended pri­
mar il y as a feeder for the colleges, so 
that to introduce any other than a 
collegiate element into its teaching 
force suggests a "poaching upon the 
college preserves." There is more 
than a suspicion abroad that the high 
schools do stand in just this position 
of uncertainty, whether their work is 
chiefly that of a college preparatory 
school, or whether they are also the 
head and crown of the school system 
in wttich the child of the people finds 
his best school preparation for what­
eYer career his future may hold. To 
sustain th is double responsibility is 
more than the high school can do, un-

less perchance the colleges and the 
elementary i;:chools can be so J,rought 
into harmony- by the moditlcat ion of 
one or the uther or both- that fitting 
for college and for ge1wral American 
ci~izensbip shall become one ar,d the 
same thing. 

That the high school course ought 
to lead to the door of t,he college wa 
the unanimous verdict of the able 
committee whose Report on Second­
ary Schools has become so famous. 
But if this be interpreted as meaning 
that the colleges al0ne can set the 
pace for high school instruction, or if 
the influence of that report should be 
to separate the high school from the 
lower :schools, both in its aim and the 
personnPl of its teaching force, then. 
indeed, it is certain that time ruust 
bring a reaction. There can be no 
fundamental reason for an explicit 
change of policy in the public-school • 
worl{ at the end of the ninth grade. 

Since the high schools must sustain 
such inLimate relations with colleges 
and lower schools, with public and 
private inst itlltions, it would seem to 
be the necessary policy of their mana­
gers to keep them in fullest touch 
with both of the leading schools of 
current educational thought. And 
here we come face to face with what 
is perhaps the bottom fact in the sit­
uation. It mnst be confessed that in 
the educational world there are two 
types of thinking and thinkers, 
neither of them confined in its affilia­
tions to the college or to the element­
ary schools, yet each having its own 
peculiar relations both with the one 
and with the other. The oue type 
represents time-honored ideals, it may 
be of scholarship and culture, or it 
may be of practical forms and meth­
ods-ideals which experience has 
wrought out, and which are therefore 
held to be worthy of acceptance. The 
other type seeks to build up an im­
proved system of education according 
to principles that are held to be fun 
damental; and, believing that "new 
wine must be put into new bottles," 
it does not scruple t,o turn asine, if 
occasion arises, from the standards of 
the past. 

There is a time-honored maxim <,f 
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th<' universiti<'S that, educational in­
fluences proceed from the top down­
ward. But. like all epi!!ram,-,, it is a 
l,rilliant half-truth. There is no 
••top" to education, or if there be it h, 
higher than all human standards, 
real'hing into the very heavens. And 
this is a ladder over which the angels 
must pass both ways, a,;cending and 
descending upon it. The way must 
he krpt open, and the tOUC'h IllUf.t be 
free all along the line. There must 
be no dividing gap where either type 
of thought can say to the other, 
"Thus far shalt thou go and no far­
ther." Especially in the high school 
should there be the largest welcome 
to good influences from either side. 
Then the one that can show the 
lanzest sympathy and most iutrlligent 
understanding of the whole prohlem 
will have the greatest intluencc in the 

• final shaping of affairs." 

The fourth lecture in our course 
was delivered in the normal <'hapel 
on March 10th, hy Prof. French, 
of the Chicago Art lm,titute. .Mr. 
French, by his grnphic illn~tra­
tions, as well as by his wit and 
wiBdom, held his audience spell­
bound. 

His theme, "A Parallel hetween 
Art und Literature,'' was sus­
tained throughout. 

The rapidity and ease with which 
he drew were truly remarkahle, 
showing mm,t accnrate knowledge 
of the principles involved, as well 
as great skill in the use of the pen­
cil; such skill as only comes in any 
line of work through accurate 
knowledge and much practice; 
such ease as only comes through 
a thorough acqunintance with the 
subject m hand. 

This lecture was particularly in­
teresting to those of our students 
who have studied drawing, both 
in showinp: what may be done by 

stwly and practi<'P, a:1cl in the il­
lm,trat ion of priucipl<'s that, govern 
the art. 

II is skilful handling of the p,·11-
cil and Uw close parallel drawn 
with literary work conlcl not. fail 
to intere,:it every one. 

'.fhe time is not far distant wltt>n 
the th ird-gr:ul<>-<.~crti ticate-teaclH·r 
will be legislated out of the teach­
ing mnks after a period of two or 
three ye:1rs, and this removal will 
be permt\nent unless such teacher 
adv:mcei- to ti higher 12:rade. The 
spirit of the times demarnls more 
thorough scholari-hip upon the 
part of village und city teacher~, 
and there can be no renson.ihle <'X· 

cuse for "holstering" up teachers 
y<'ar after Yl'tu· urn! allvwing thl·m 
to teach and enter into salary com­
petition with the more thoroughly 
educated ancl progressive mem­
bers of the profession. 

Occasionally n tc-acher may con­
tinue to do good work for a nnm­
her of years, and hold nothinsr 
higher than the '·lowest license to 
teach,'' hut the spirit of all just 
Jaws should he the greatest good 
to the greatest nmnher. 

The high schools owe their pres­
ent high standard of excell<>nce 
wholly to the ch•m:md ma<le by the 
State for qmilitied principals and 
assii,tnnt principal!!. If the rural 
school:. are to keep a proportion­
ate rate of 1wogre,-,s with the high 
schools, the demand nmst he for 
more thorough scholarship upon 
the parts of all rnrnl teacheri-­
whether they have fought one yenr 
or twenty. 

Look elsewhere for H. A. Hago­
sfad & Co's "ad." 
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DUO FOR TRUMPET AND LUTE 
(By permission of the autl1or, Robert J. Burdette) 

"God sent bis singers upon earth 
With songs of sadness and of mirth, 
That they might touch the hearts of men, 
And bring them back to heaven again ." 

At an early period of my infancy, 
born was I, if I understand anything 
of the mysteries connected wiLh my 
birt.h, which I do nut, with two well 
defined and clearly apparent. condi­
tions of intelligent human existence 
-a physical sensation and a fat.:ulty, 
hunger and a love of music. Perhaps 
it might be more correct to place first 
the love of music. Without the score, 
and conducting the rehearsal myself, 
I sang the "Song Without Words" in 
the perfect exaltation of the true mu­
sician-unconscious of lliY audience, 
carried away by the spirit of my own 
performance. So accurately did I ren­
der the very inner meaning of the 
''Song," so vividly did I intHpret the 
feeling which the musk sought to con­
vey, that, the entire audience knew that 
I was hungry-or disappointed - or 
frightened-or cross-or just "hateful" 
-or sleepy-or that I wanted to be 
rocked or "walked with"-or that I 
desired that my garment might be 
pinned to my beh rather than to my 
back-or, simply, that I didn't know 
what I did want; and in this fashion 
has all music been translated by the 
audience from the time when 

"l\iusic, heavenly maid, was young," 

even down to these latter days, when 
she is-well, older than she was, but 
"made-up" to deceive even her grand­
children into believing that she was 
born after they began to sing. This, 
also, is vanity. People interpret mu­
sic as they read books and letters,­
not as the singer, or even the player 

-LONGFELLOW. 

who cometh after her, desires it should 
be in1 ,erpreted, b11t even aecording to 
tl1e trruperament, the mood, the fan• 
cy of the listener. True it is that 
played or sung before two audiences, 
equally intelligent, cultured, musical 
and pat,riotic, the "Watch on the 
Rhine'' will excite tumultuous ap­
plause and encores in the one, and a 
s.,urm nf furious hisses in the other. 
The band-master who selects "Crop­
pies Lie Down" for the parade on 
March 17th, and "St. Patrick's Day" 
for July 12th, is doomed to sup with 
bitter meditations and blighting dis­
appointment. 

Reasoning from the analogies of my 
own observation, I am confident that 
my singing in Lhe days-not to men­
tion the nights-when my conversa­
tional powers were more limited and 
my voice vastly stronger than at pres­
ent-afl'ecLed my auditors in stran'gely 
diverse ways. Some of them shook 
me; it is possible that one or two, at 
different times, but under similar cir­
cumstances, "slapped" me. Some of 
them, it is more than probable, "rep­
rimanded" me. One of them, I know 
wrapped her arms ahout me so softly 
and tenderly that whatever was the 
character of the song it was changed; 
she drew my head down into a nest­
ling place in ''that blessed hollow of 
the shoulder" that was made for a 
baby pillow, and then she sang- to me. 
Such a song, and such a voice, low 
and sweet, no brooding dove ever 
cooed one half so tenderly; the mur-
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mur of a brunk, hid<l<-n away in rocks 
an<l 1'1(1sses and ferns, the trilling song 
of a bird, rippling clown through the 
maple leaves in a little silvery cascacle 
of melody, the hushing hum of bees 
in the old-fashioned !lowers that bor­
dt•red the long walk in ?our i:rrand-
11101 her',-; garden, the whi .-,per of a 
s1 mnll'r breeze, suftly creeping across 
a dimµling field or wheat to rustle the 
startled blades of the tas,ele<l corn­
all following one anot,her, then blend­
ing together, and oftly breaking 
apart again, at last coming into uni­
son in a strain so sweet and soothing 
that the baby eyes, trying to hep 
awake to the beauty of the loving face 
bending down closer as the lullaby 
was whispered more softly, closed as 
a fl<,wer closes. and the bahy, asleep 
in the mother's arms, was nearer 
heaven than he would be again for­
oh. twenty-live- forty, sixty- maybe, 
if be lived bis full tirue-serenty 
years. My mother's song! l'II tell 
you where you beard one like it, then 
you'll know. Hers was just such a 
song as your mothe1·'s. E\'erybody's 
111other sings in just that way. God 
pity the man who forgets that song or 
that singing! And God love-just a 
little bit more than he loves other 
children-the boy or girl whose mother 
went away to join Lhe choir of the an­
gels while the baby wa-; st,ill liRtening 
t, her song. Because the bauy has 
lost so much in this world. 

The mother-song was not taken 
away from me, and I grew up loving 
music, especially my moLher's singing. 
One April day. while she was singing 
some old-fashioned song of Home and 
Love and Peace, a cannon was tired 
away down in Charleston harhor, and 
the echoing detona1 ion came rolling 
and booming across the land like sul­
len thunder dropping from an angry 
cloud. Instantly ,t hude thrilled a 
great war-cry that had not heen heard 
in the Republic in a score of years. 
Startled men sprang to their feet with 
nerves at the tension of harp-strings. 
Hhrilling and rntUing down the street 
came a fife and cl rum. I ran out of 
the house, away from my 111other's 
sweet old song about IIou1e and Lo,·e 
and Peace-the Lute, and Lile Bower, 

and the Hose: 1 hurried into plaC'e iu 
the column of otlwr boys aml J11en, 
"caught step," and down the streE>t 
aut of the town I went , keeping ,;tep 
to the "tlam, /lam, tiam" of the drum, 
until it led me "away clown snuth in 
Dixie." But,. in 1hP three long .1Pa1s 
\\ hen that, was my onl .1· music. on the 
march sometimes I C'Ould hear the sob, 
sob, sob, that, broke from her hl'art 
and r1..dnglecl with the "flam, flam,'' as 
I marched away. ,\.nd other timl';;, 
when the bugle sang high and ch,ar 
above the roar of fire-breathing can­
non and screaming shell, sounding 
the "cbarg-e'' with such a Rudden thrill 
of glory, and lo\'e or country. and cle­
votion to the love lit-st flag the sun and 
winds evc•r kisser!, that a man's lwart 
fairly leaped out of his breast to lead 
him faster and farther, tearing 
through th<• ahattis, aC'rnRs the cl itch, 
into the e11,hras11r • and 0YPr thP para­
pet-even then I would hear her soft­
ly singing. When the hattle lulle<l a 
little, as at times it dOt'S. there would 
come stealing into the wrea1hing 
clouds of powcler-smnke, and th<• Rcat­
teri ng mrn,kct-sltots of the skirmish­
ers. the panting IH'C'ath of the tin•d 
solrl iE>rs, anti the noisy r·hatter of c·on­
gratulation and t'IH'ourngemf'nt ,111(1 

cheers, sweet btrnin~ of beau1 il'11l mu­
sic, fragments of lines about, llo111c•, 
Lo\'e, and Peace; and the Lute, ancl 
the Rose, and the Carrier Do\'P, A ncl 
I knew the window at which she sat, 
when she sewc•d and sung in the after­
noon. I knew the song and j 11st the 
time in which she would Hing-. I 
could see how gt•ntly she rockccl, and 
hear how soft was her \'oice. I knew 
that her heart ancl thoug-ht and ,mng 
had followed me all the wav from Pl'­
oria to Vicksburg; and I knew, thoug-h 
not so well as I !·now it nnw, that a 
boy can neYer !-!'Ct ,;o far away fro111 
his mother that her thought and her 
heart and hl'r sm1g- will rwt follow 
him. There is only one Joye that ('an, 
and will, foll<,w him farthf'r; tllat, has 
greater wisdom more s11 rely to II 11d 
him. ancl is 111ightit•r to saYe hi111 and 
IJring him ba<'k to llome and Lo\'<', 
and Pe:t('C. Wl1at a lo1·p that 11111st 
be, that will ('rlclure mo1·c and NU i!'{•r 
more. a11cl do 11wl1• 1 ha11 hcrn! vVliat, 
a 101'(', that will n·11wrnlicr. if lwr's 
should forget! What a love! 
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Shall We Teach Language? 

(C, J, Caldwell, English Department River Falls Normal,) 

"~fan". says the epigra111matist. "is 
tlw :i nimal that laughs." With equal 
poi n I, rn i"ht it be said, "Man i the 
ani 111al that t allrn," and whose "talk,·, 
cry~Lalized into a language and hand­
ed c'lown through the grnerations, 
sern•s, in its .increasing fullne ·s of 
contPnt, to mark successive stages of 
intt-llect nal development in the race 
as in the individual. 

Th<' question at the heac'l of this 
column measures an ebb-tide in that 
wave of popular (lemand fur language 
teaehing which, a few year ago, 
floodl'd the schnol-bool{ ma rl<et wi r h 
'·L·rnguage Lesson~" ot' all sorts, 
aclapt,ed to all grades; manuals with­
out number to teach ''how to Lall," 
an<l "how to write'' with equal skill 
and fluC>ncy. Like many anotlH'r 
spPeifle these failed to sath;f'y un<'luly 
raisrcl c•xpectations, evc•n when they 
Wl're not lamrntable failurPS. Hence 
the' clhappointcd rxtremists who go 
as far on other sides. 

''WP will have none of it", say the$ . 
"You can't teach lang1iagC>. Children 
tall< freely eno11gh wh<'n they have 
snrn<'Lhing to talk about,. 'rcaeh 
t,ht•ll} TIIl -.os; thPn they w i ll talk be­
ca11~e thel' have som"'thing to say." 

111 thi~ WP haw• ar, least soli<l foot­
ing- in the recognition of a f'1111da­
m1·11tal faC't of language. 'l'hat the 
i<l(•a should antrdate the worl,, how­
eY<'r i111pel'(·c•pt ible the intt'l'ral, and 
Lha t, 1 his m 11st ha ,·e been the order in 
tlw hrginning, "ill not only he will­
ingl,r admitted but. must be the basis 
ol' all in L ,Jligcnt consid1•ra t,ion of 
lanl-{uagt• teach Lng. Onec fltLrd to 
till' idea and adopted into 111c family, 
each word becomes an in Legra! part, of' 
Lhl' gr(•at lmcly of langual{c which is 
the inalienable herit~~ge of every 

child of the communit,y: a heritage 
not to be altered nor impaired at the 
will or any ind i vicl ual. rror though 
new words or new mean ings applied 
to old words may enjoy a tern porary 
popul:irity, none win a permanent 
place except those 1 bat meet a wirlely­
felt need of expression for a new idea, 
or a new relation of old ideas. 

Bur, experit'llce seems t,o show :in­
other equally fundamental fact oflan­
guage. It i that thoughts not put 
into words are almost sure to he fleet­
ing and unrelated, and are likely to he 
vague and i ncomp!Pte until em hod ied 
in verh;il rxpres~ion; thaLlhiHys,ire n,,t 
learned effecwally or <' !tee Li vel \' u util 
the name, whether of object, act or 
quality has been a,-sociated with the 
thing anrl retained in the memory 
ready to call up the image of the fl rst­
perc1 ived reality. 

Because of thi ,' fact nations have 
changed their speeC"h for that of an ­
other race hy a prot'('S'< of adoption no 
le,s certain than unintentional, tak­
ing into their own imperfect language 
the tongue that spoke the fuller, rich ­
er ro{'aniogs of a highpr cirilizatioo, 
and finally effacing mucll of their 
earlier, rudrr vocabulary. Thus it 
came about that Grecian and Roman 
speech handed ovrr to the barbarian 
the trea~ur{'i, of Grecian and Tioman 
thought. To learn languuge under 
such conditions was to stir the imag­
ination: to waken tht• soul; to stirnu­
ulate the mind to J)erceire, to com• 
par{', to judgr: anct t,o rec·ord its judg• 
ments in words tllat, Hl10ulc'l make a 
found at ion for future ('omparisons 
and .i udgrncnts. 

Ile wl10 sayH languagc>-an i nsepar­
ablc l1od.1 of ideas and wonl1-1- cannot 
be taught ignores the faet that Jan-
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g1nge is the one branch that has been 
taufll t, and is taught everywhere 0n 
the habitable earth. WhilC' ttie school 
teac;hers wonder and hesitate and clis­
cuss whether or no they shall teach 
language. n1illions of children not, yet 
grown into their jurisdiction are lle­
ing taught it. Shall this work of 
hrlpi11g the learner to that ec1uipment 
of language by which alone he may 
make his disembodied idea palpable 
to hi neighbor, and range his 
thought alongside the thoughts of bis 
fellows, measuring tbe one by tbe 
other-shall this work stop at the 
threshold nf the Rchool-room? Nay, 
can it stop there, whetller we will or 
not? Is not every lesson a language 
lesson, more or less successful in tbe 
degree that the words of the teacher 
call out, or fail to call out, responsive 
thought and word from the pupil? 
Moreover, insi~tence on clear state­
ment of the fact as the learner's mind 
apprehends it, can hardly rail to be 
the most valuable of language lessons. 
For language, being more than the 
vehicle of thought, being the audible 
thought itself, must, follow the Jaw of 
thought,, Let the thought he vague 
and confused and the words that ex­
press it will be weak and uncertain; 
sentence slovenly and faltering. On 
the other hand, clear, incisive state­
ment, even though taught and learned 
merely as a formula, may react toward 
a wonderful clearing of cloudy think­
ing. 

~•But," say the objectors, "we do 
not mean that; we find fault with the 
language lesson pure and simple; the 
period set apart for talking: the mar­
shaling of children to learn words and 
no meanings." If the conditions in­
dicated exist, the most ardent advo­
cates of languag~ teaching will be the 
first to protest against them. The 
teacher who would have a child learn 
words, parrot-like, without the in­
forming intelligence that will make 
them living forces in his service, 
should by all means be enjoined from 
the language lesson on behalf of the 
innocent victims of such incompe­
tency. 

It is not the purpose of this article 
to discuss bow the teacher who de-

cides that he can and 1-'hould "teach 
language." ~houlcl proceed toward his 
end. Remembering that thought and 
word ruu;;t lie held inseparable, his 
tlrst carP will be to RPizc the i11nu1ut•r­
able occa •ions that offer him the 
chance to rou1,e interest ilnd tile de­
sire for exprei;sion. AparL from this, 
tlw arbiLra1·.r fortus that, may he t·,i!lcd 
the conYentions of speech, are 10 be 
carefully looked after. The agree­
ment of subject and verb, of pro11oun 
and antecedent; the forms to be ob­
serve~] in letter writing, the approved 
wordrng of social notes, arc all arti fl­
cial ancl arbitrary and therefore should 
be taught as arbitrarily as are the 
columns of the multiplication table. 

For that higher work of language­
teaching which shall stimulate the 
creative faculty of thought sel'king 
its body or expression, tbe wise clirl'C­
tor recognizes his own best rneam,. 
.For him "that hath eyes to see and 
ears to hear" the very air pulsates 
with fullness of resources. The cloud­
masses piled on the horizon, or f1ock­
ing together in the summer sky, beck­
on him to bid his eager learners tucly 
their changing forms and colors, and 
learn of their structure. The tender 
springing of violet and daisy; the re­
turn of robin and bluebird; the rip­
pling of running water; the sunlight 
chasing the wind over the swaying 
meadow-gra s, whisper each its own 
secret and beg him to teach these 
little ones to divine it and give it 
speech. And as man is greater than 
all these his minister , so the records 
of what man has achieved, bis noble 
deeds, set down in noble words, 
whether called myth or epic or history 
-shall not these erve, for him who 
can wisely use them, the best and 
highest purpose of language teach­
ing? 

Miss Carrie J. Smith visited the 
West Superior Normal from March 
15th to 17th inclusive. She expresses 
herself as pleased with the ,;chool. 
The enthusiasm over the debate is 
great. Mis Smith s·ays tbe We t Su­
perior debaters are preparing in every 
way honorable to defeat our boys. 
Beware! I! !!! 
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Prof. J. F. Sims kaw's, Friday, for 
Fau Claire to attend the N. W. T. A., 
a11d from there he goes to Monroe 
county to do institute work for one 
w<'ek. 

J, ,hn Thompson, principal of Spring 
Valley school, is back to the normal 
for two weeks during his vacation 
period. Mr. Thompson gets the di­
ploma in June. 

Supt. Bixby held teachers' examina­
tion in the normal music room, the 
first week of March. Supt. Shaw held 
a similar examination March 22d and 
23d in the same place. 

Will F. Lusk is home from his school 
in Knapp for a week or so. High 
water has struck Knapp town, and 
school will not re-open until the water 
"goes down"-to the Gulf. 

Pres. Parker speaks as follows con­
cerning Dr. Edwin Ellis, of Ashland, 
whom he has chosen to sit in judg­
ment at the West Superior debate, 
April 2: '·The Doctor is a member of 
the school board; is president of First 
National Hank, and will be a just dis­
criminating judge in behalf of meri­
torious work." 

A. B. Kent and E. J. Scott made a 
busine:-s trip to River Falls, Wednes­
cJ;ty. We had the pleasure of hearing 
Prof. French, of Chicago, lecture at 
the normal chapel on "Art." It, was 
the finest lecture we ever heard, and 
the students of the normal are fortu­
nate in being able to bear such excel­
lent lectures. We noticed a number 
of New Richmond pupils in the chapel. 

- Nrw Richmond Voice. 

The banquet given uy the N. A. C. 
Friday evening, March 12, was a suc­
cess in every way. The careful prep­
arations that bad been made by the 
committees prevented any break in 
the evening's program. Seldom, in­
deed, is it po sible to keep a company 
of nearly two hundred in such excel-

lent spirits during a period of nearly 
eight hours. It seemed as though 
everybody barl put on his gilru of gay­
ety and good-will. The toasts given 
by Messrs. Ewing. Enright, Reed and 
Gallagher, Miss Smith and Mrs. Trues­
dell were all ingeniously rendered. 
Mr. Frank Sloniker, as ·toast master, 
is to be complimented on the perform­
ance of hi part. The solo by Mrs. 
Thatcher, and the quartette by tlw 
Misses White, Chidester, Lien and 
Snodgrass contributed not a 1i ttle to 
the pleasures of the evening. The 
hop which followed the banquet was 
pronounced "just right" by those wbu 
participated. The young ladies who 
worked so faithfully in behalf of the 
banquet deserve much credit, as to 
them was largely due an eYening with­
out a discord. In behalf of the Club, 
the BADGER wishes to thank Mr. Ed­
win T. Reed for his excellent resume 
of the affair in the River Falls J our­
nal. 

A curious example of the diversity 
of modern application of electricity 
under one roof is afforded by the plant 
recently installed in the Central In­
diana Hospital for the Insane. It is 
described as follows by the New York 
Evening Post: Apparatus of 450 horse 
power furnishes current for light, heat 
and power. There are are now fewer 
than 3000 incandescent and twenty 
arc lights, but the most interesting 
part of the plant lies in the laundry • . 
A twenty-five horse power motor runs 
twelve washing machines, two steril­
izing machines, one tumbling machine 
a large mangle, skirt ironers and other 
appliances. But this is by no means 
all that the current does. It is led 
by flexible standards and wires to ta­
bles at which twelve operators work 
with electric sad irons. The ironing 
boards are arranged so that the 
women are free to move around in 
their work without in any way dis-
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turbing the wires or interfering with 
each other. As each sad iron is con­
stantly kept at an evn1 heat by the 
current, there is 00 delay in changing. 
Only half as many operators are found 
necessary as when the irons were heat­
ed in the old laundry by natural gas. 

The public school teachers took ad­
vantage of their vacation week and 
visited the normal. Come again. 

A good delegation of the Faculty 
will be at the Eau Claire meet,ing, 
March 26th and '27th. Pres. Parker. 
Profs. Brier, Clark and Shultcs have 
numbers on the program. 

The field day has not been definite­
ly fixed yet, but it will probably be 
some time in May. Are you training 
for the various sports of the day:' If 
not, fall in line and Imitate the Old 
Hellenic method of conquest. 

Pres. Draper, of the Illinois univer­
sity, expelled nine students from the 
school because they were directly con­
nerted with a hazing affair. Pres. 
Draper's st.and is worthy of emulation 
by the Wisconsin university. Hazing 
in our "U" ls becoming a regular part 
of the students' ''duties." 

The teachers' association held in 
the high school building of this place 
March 13th was characterized by the 
union of all force11 that make instruct­
ive and Inspiring teachers' gatherings. 
Prof. Wilson, of the high school, was 
chairman of t,he association. Space 
doei,; not permit of a detailed write-up 
but it can be safely stated that the 
meeting disappointed none. 

The faculty are having the various 
rooms of the normal building together 
with the students in their respective 
classes photographed for the purpose 
of insertion ln the new catalogues. 
The library and the assembly room 
will ali..o be photographed for the same 
purpose. This no donbt will make 
a decided Improvement in the new 
catalogues. Prof. Brier has the mat­
ter in charge. 

And It came to pass, as "Andy" be­
took himself from the stage at lyreum 
not long since that he loitered by the 
way-side, exchanging opinions with a 
pretty damsel, and casting sly glances 

?f approval at her. until a slight poke 
In the hack restored him to things of 
earth, and once more betaking him­
self to his own lady he re~urued his 
earthly smile. and amid the cheers of 
the audiencP he rose to explain that it 
was all caused by 1,tage fright. Was 
it that, or did the set features of his 
OJ)ponent, Geo. Works, cause the cal­
amity? 

The lecture course will be ronrlufled 
by Rev. Hensen, ofChicai,ro, histherne 
being "Foul~.'' This is 01w 01 l\fr. 
Hensen's great iectures, and it no 
doubt will be paralll'l with the others 
of the course. Mr. Wendling could 
not make a date with us during this 
term of school, and as a number of 
students will not be back next term, 
it was thought best to hal'e the lect­
ure as herctofure planned. The time 
for this concluding lecture is March 
29. Everybody come! 

Will some of our mathematicians 
send in an~wers to these 11rohlems: 

1. Given a circle, a square and an 
isosceles trianf,!'le. The altitude of the 
triangl<' equals the diameter of the 
circle and also one side of the square. 
Cut a block that will exactly tit each 
of the three figures. 

2. In a right-angled triangle the 
hypotenuse e<rrals 35 feet, and the 
side of the inscribed square is 12 feet. 
Find the other two sides of the tri­
angle. 

The Eve of the Banquet, 
By Bill Snipn. 

There waM B sonnd of dainty rU!iillln,x g-owns, 
And 1<allnut NormaliteR hnd jlathere(l there 
Their beauty and th~h- t•hivnlry; 110 frownt:-t, 
But merry fac.•ei,i, mi111,0t>d everywhere. 

A hundred heartH hE-at happily; u.ud when 
The feast waH 0 1~r. \\ith itH luxuriant ~pread. 
There c-a.me n. time for (•len•r ton.i,;tM, and then 
Sweet must,• pealed till every heart "'"" fl'd. 

But huMh ! hark! a deep "'ouncl ~trikeH like a 
bu1<le <'&II! 

Did ye not hear it? Yt>,~'twuH Jm-it the hand . 
"A grancl march flrHt," a-tul all art• on their feet. 
To thrn-ie who dan<•e, let Joy be in dt•nu1.nd; 
No sleep tlll morn; let wistful ra,•Ps m!'et 
To <"haHe the glowing honrM with tlJinll ft>E'', 

But, ah! Not all deHire to de,•k the tloor, 
And now l\·ltb KtepN Kerene they do r~treu.t; 
And gayer, lighter, haJ)pier than ht•fort1

1 

The dance goeH on, and darwerH, too, gn.lore. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 

C.H . MCINTOSH, PASTOR. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
W. M. BALCH, PASTOR. 

- --Regular sen•keH as follows: 
SUNDAYS-10:00 A."·· Cl:1s~ )Ieeting. 

10:30 1
• Prea.chi.ug- sen·ice. 

l~:OJ M. Sumby School. 
3 :00 l'". M., Junior Lea.gue. 
6:30 '· Epworth League Prayer 

Meeting. 
7:30 " Preaching Service. 

WEDNESDAY-7:30 r. M., Prayer Meeting. 

Permit me to announce that 
I have opened a 

DENT AL OFFICE 
over Ap Robe~ts' store, 

H. W. RADCLIFF. D. D.S. 

~- S. F~EEJVI~~, 
.. DRUGGIST .. 

SCMOOL • SUPPL1Es 

flND ff\NGY flffTIGLES. 

Tubbs' Elixir for Coughs and Colds. 

NEW 
CHINA 

HAVELAND & CO. 

. .. CALL AND SEE THEM ... 

JUST IN. 

M. NORSENG. 

ALL· CLOTHING 
Bearing the trade-mark of H. S. & M. is guaranteed to 

be sewed throughout with silk and made by experienced 
workmen. Should any H. S. & M. garment prove unsatis­
factory and not as represented, return it and your money 
will be refunded. 

C:::oJ11partsop will prove a savipg of r,ot less 

thap 10 to 15 per c:ept. 

~Ladies' and Children's ·Jackets. 
Yobr MoJJe!J's Worth or Yobr MoJ)e!J J3ack at 

TME JJOSTON STOJ{E. 
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To Members of SGIIOOI Board : 
I am very much in hopes that you 

will sec fit to order a "Stan<lard." I 
have had it ir. school and know it is 
far superior to the "International." 

Yours respectfull,v, 
Frank Soule, 

Prin. at Spencer, Wis. 

I think the "Standard" is rar a­
head of "Webster's Dictionary." 

D. M . Hanson, 
Director at Spencer. 

We have added to obr 
fbr1Jish.i1Jg goods 

A 
fO•Cel)t 
Lil)e 
ol 
Collars. 

They are here in the latest style, 
and-characteristic of our stock-are 
i,rood value. 

tt. fl, ttf\Of,STf\D & GO., 
One,pricc Cash Oothien, 

0. D. Pettet, 

C. F. HEINRICH, 

RIGHT PRICE GROCER. 

River Falls, Wis-

W. P. C...tR R, Pr<'slden t , 
ff Ol'/,J'I' P, 11 4U61:. ,'r VlcePr< ' 
I'/ . B . BAILEY, Ca1;h l ... r, 

Far111 e r s 
And . . • 

Merchants 

• Stat eBank-
R .rvnR F.ALT,S, WIS. 

+ + + 
Authorized Cap i t a l , $ 100,000 

Paid up, $25,000. 

1 elephone 17. . .. 

W. F. Kellogg, 

+t+ First-class Photographs. 
Special Discount t o 

N ORMAL STVDENT5, 

0. H. BANG, 
.MEJ{C.HANT T A{LOJ{. 

Cleaning and Repairing a 
Specialty. 

H. W. Thomson, 
Praclica} Horse•sh.oer. 

Qiver Falls, Wis. 

GEO. TH. SMITH, 
Den ier In 

.. Fresh and Salt Meats .. 
Cash paid for Hides. 

Telephone Central, 
THAYER'S Fruit Store, 

CONFECTIONERY. 
CIGARS. 

Leave uour L.f\UNDRY at 

The White Front Barber Shop. 
first-Glass Work onlu. 

CURTIS « LAGERSTEDT. 
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Dealer ;o all kinds of 

FIRST·Gl.f\SS ff\RM Mf\GHINERY flND 
IMPLEMENTS. 

Wagons. Buggies, Sleighs, Gangs, Sulkies, 
Wttlkinu l"'tows, Sewing Mochlnes, Uicyc1es. 

Fire. LUe an 1 Accident Insurance. 

N. H. Wigi!r & Son, 
Dealers In 

)300TS AN)>. SH.OE§. 
Sotisfoctlon Guoronteed. 

A, E, GENDRON, M.O.C.M, 
Ottlce and Residence 

aeJIC to Gladstone Hotel. 

Ol'FICE HOVRS, 10 to 12 AM 

+ + + + ; f~ : ,;,M 

White Front Bakery, 
N. C. Nelson, Prop'r, 

~estaurant and Lunch Counter, 
fruits ancl GonfeGtionery. 

W. S. ENSIGN, 
Deuler In 

Lumber, Shingles, Mouldings, 
Lath, Doors, 

Sash, Blinds, Frames. 
- Also -

Lime, Cement, Brick, Hair 

~d COAL. 

Don't Experiment! 

Always 
Satisfactory 

Get The BEST Warranted. 

• GE'f'I :r--a~:y- f"C:>l:11'1 T ~ JJ'q PE'f'I. 
Commended by Normal Users. NEW STYLE FOR LADIES. 

DISCOUNT TO STUDENTS, 25 per cent 
Mrs. f. B. WEBSTER, GENTURY FOUNTfllN rEN GO 

f\gent tor Normal SGhool. ~Whit11water, Wis, 

J. P. CARROLL, 
Groceries, Fruit, 
Provisions. • •• 

T.Ame, Cen1ent and Tiair. =:;;;;;;?' 

B. M. F. for the Blood. 
T. W. ASHLEY, 

+ + Physician and Surgeon. 
OffiGe in Boxrud BIOGk,--==' 

Residence corner 4th nntl Blm streets 

Office Hours, 9 to II A ~I. 2 to 4 on<I 7 to 8 r l'l, 

Get your f[E~ 
~ of Coley Krauth. 

Leave orders at the Meat Markets. 

F. G. PETERSON, 

Watchmaker & Jeweler. 
River Falls, \Vls 

All kinds of work neatly executed nnd all wor~ 
wurrnntcd-

l'INll WATCH WORK A Sf'llCIALTY. 
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... Wilful Waste makes Woeful Want ... 

There need be no woeful want of 

OUR NEW UNDERSKIRTS FOR LADIES 
For the price is so low that 

EVERY LADY CAN HAVE ONE. 
We hnve~Rustling Tafetta, 

Moreen, 
Surah Tafetta, Plain and Striped. 

ALL the New Things in Ready Made Skirts. 

~ F. J. BURHYTE. 

H I Ye that hunger and 0 ■ Ye that have delicate 
palates! 

Come! Taste our Wares! 

Choice •• charming 
an dies akes 

Cris_p cauital 
ookies off ee 

And viands nch as Solomon 
himself never enjoyed (poor land­
lubher,--he never Ripped an oyster 
stew.) _________ __,_ _______ _ 

Our Bread is like the sun; it 
.... sets every night and rises fresh 
.... every morning. Besides om 
.... hrcud is too well bred to loaf 
.... :tround the counter long. 
At~~-;-· L~-;;h-C o~-;;-;;---we will 
.... serve you a good turn---or a 
.... mince turn-over. We will also 
.... serve you right. -------------· 
MODEL BAKERY & LUNCH HOUSE 

Mrs, L. f\, Downer, rrop. 

DEATH TO SPOTS! 

o. J>.'s Pu\z:•Po)Jlade, 
l'or Cleaning Clothes. 

10 and 15 cents per bottle. 
Por sale by 

0. D. PETTET, The Tailor. 

C. F. WINTER, 

The LeadlJJg Jeweler. 

Dealer in 

LEMSf.S Of f\LL. KIMDS, 

Watches, Clocks 8:. Jewelry, 

Pf\RKER FOUMTf\lM rEMS, 

•.. Special Discount 
•··To Normal Students. -.. Repairing a Specialty •• -Sl~n or Golden Star. 
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R. N. JENSON-'_, 
f ~ 

Dealer in 

• ' ., -o ---

j 
Dry Goods, Groceries, 
Clothing, Notions, 
Hats, Caps, Boots and Shoes. 

~ 

-~~~"·,: --~r,t:. : .. . 
- -

I am bound for . . . 

Manufacturer 
anc:l---

KLEIN'S 
... REPAIR SHOP. 

A. W.LUND, 

~Wagons, Carriages, Sleighs, 

Harness, Robes, florse-clothing.~ 

• • • Bicycles a Specialty ... 
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Express and Baggage 
LINE. 

Special attention given to collectin~ 
baggage from and deli\'ering • 

to all parts of 
the city . 

!..eave orders Ghapman Bros.' Drug Store. 
Charges Moderate. 

f. A. HOWE, Proprietor, 

River Falls, Wis. 

fl General Banking Business TransaGted. 

R- S. BVRHYTE, President, 
R, N. JENSON. Vice President, 

JOSEPH M . SMITH, Cashier. 

DIRECTORS. 
R S Burhyte, F J Burhyte, 

R N Jenson, W D Parker 
Joseph M Sn1ft.h, F H Lord, 

Osborne Strahl, T, Stiles, 
S l\L J.lo,-;enqulst, 

LOANS ~HOC on 01,provetl securities. Drafts 
Issued on princlpnl cities of America and 
Bu rope. 

STCA!ltSHlr TICKCTS, to un<I from europe OD 
alt Jines at lowest rates. 

l'IRC INSURANCC,- Six of the leading com­
panies represented . 

- TME -

State Normal School 
,.,AT ... 

River Palls. Wi5consin 

.. Offers--­
Speciat Facilities 
for the 
Preparatiou of 
Teachers. 

Instruction Free___...,.-...._ 
In all regular cour es for residents 
of Wisconsin who declare their in· 
tention of teaching. 

'Sm:::::,, Andress the President, 

W. D. Parker. 

A. W. KALER, 
The place to get·-----

A•/ MEATS of all kinds 
And Don't You Forget It 

Telephone No. 7 X 

o. M. WJ{{TE,. 
Denier in 

Staple and fancy Groceries, 
Fruits and Y egetab1es, 

Good Butter. l'resh E(IIIS· 

--
tt11adquart6rs for 

First-class Meats. 
Telephone 1 

H. E. Follansbee, 
'--Surgeon Dentist. 

Graduate of X X 
CHICAGO DENT AL COLLEGE. 

Office over Postoffice, River Falls, Wis, 

Toby & Parker, 
'-I Physicians 
f\and 

\Surgeons, 

Can be found at 

Their New Office on North 
Main Street 

With all Modern Appliances 
and CQnvenlences. 

••••• tlluttT Gf\LLS: -----■--
Dr. Toby, ResidenGe Gor. Pine&. 2nd Sts. 
Dr, rarkcr, " " Maple&. 3d " 

l 
J 



c. C. GLASS. C. fl . GLASS. 

GLASS BROS.' LIVERY. E. E. & H. L. Levings, 
River Falls, Wis. 

i Books, ,. 
Have you seen the new ~ l! 

11 

>~l 
Stationery, 

Qound School Supplies, 

Oak Wall raper, 

I Qange? Curtains. I 
If yon haven't, ca11 at 

Goods as Good as the Best 
Dodge's Hardware Store. - ANO --

It's ·worth looking at. As Cheap as the Cheapest. 

CHAPMAN BROS . .! 

READY 
FOR 
BUSINESS 
DAY 
AND 
NIGHT. 

SCHOOL 

SUPPLIES 

'-.IN 

LARGE.. 

- QUANTITIES 

LEADING DRUGGISTS. 



Girls, it makes you feel good. Boys, it makes you look pretty. 
FOi{ 

All Chaps Use Camphorated Cream 
THE GREAT SKIN BEAUTIFIER. 

It cures Rough Skin, Sore Lips, Tan, Sunburn, Freckles and 
CHAPPED HANDS, 

and removes Pimples and Eruptions . 

... It Makes the Skin White and Soft ... 
ManufaGturcd and for sale (25G. per bottle) only at 

Tf\GGf\RT'S DRUG STORE • 

.. FURNITURE .. 

.. 

1:.}l~GE S?f-C:>SJ<, Good Goods, 1:.<:>W p~JSES■ 

.. CARPETS .. 

l:J)'ll:>E~!f }lJ<JJ'IG G1vep Special }lttept1op. 

0. W. NEWCOMB & @:. 

IJJ Greece,. 

X X X but I am not, 

On the contrary, I am going to be up to my neck in 

NEW SHOES, Some are here already, 

I will have the latest styles and colors, Call and I 

WILL MAKE YOU COMFORT ABLE, 

I also do all kinds of repairing, 

J . .s. Wadsworth. 

r 
'. 
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