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Betz formally introduced

Derrick Williams
Co-Editor

Newly appointed Chancellor
Don Betz visited campus
Monday where he was formally
announced by UW-System
President Kevin Reilly as the
t12th chancellor
to president over
UW-River Falls.
The announce-
ment was held in

“I hope to meet with
student groups right
away. I will be out

the University, Betz discussed
his pleasure in being selected to
be chancellor, as well as the
excitement he and his wife,
Suzanne, have in coming to the
community.

“Suzanne and I are just really
honored to be here today.” Betz
said. . “We've
only been on
campus for a
little while, but
we already feel

the Student 1] at home. It is
Center in front among students. You'll no secret that if
of nearly 200 find me at student  yowre ever
students and fac- activities.” from outside of
ulty. _ ' : Wisconsin and

“l am feeling Don Betz, you talk about

very pleased to
be here to intro-
duce Chancellor Elect Don Betz
to the community and the
University.” Reilly said. “UW-
RF and the River Falls commu-
nity are, I think, really fortunate
to have Don taking over the helm
of the university here.”

In his first remarks directly to

Chancellor elect the

really
strong educa-
tion systems in the country, that
the UW-System is on every-
body’s short list. 1 was very
pleased that the UW-System was
interested in me.”
The main theme of the
announcement was not only to
introduce Betz, but also outline

his plan for the University once
he arrives here to take over for

Interim  Chancellor  Virgil
Nylander July 1.
“I will not bring a specific pro-

gram and place it in the center of
these people lives,” Betz' said.
“What vou will see me doing,
however, is meeting with virtual-
ly every constituency and stake-
holder on and off campus to
understand the strengths, the
weaknesses, the opportunities
and the threats out there to the
institution. What 1 plan to bring
here is a sense of openness and
receptivity.”

President Reilly thinks that
Betz's experience will help him
succeed in his new role.

“I think Don’s diverse back-
ground and experience in higher
education and his intelligence
vigor will energize the students,
the faculty, the staff, and the
community around the institu-
tion,” Reilly said.

Betz is especially excited to
begin the process of meeting

people on campus.

“We are very eager to meet the
students,” Betz said. “T hope to
meet with student groups right
away. 1 will be out among stu-
dents. You'll find me at student
activities.”

While Betz is excited to begin
work here, he was quick to point
out that he will not be alone. He
described his wife, Suzanne, as
being pivotal in his role as chan-
cellor.

“Suzanne is my better two-
thirds,” Betz said. “I value her
counsel so much, she is a valued
confidant. I hope to use her in a
volunteer capacity fo help me.”

UW-RE, according to Betz, is
not going to sit around during a
transition period while he accli-
mates to the position and sur-
roundings.

“We see a great future for this
University in the context of its
role in the region as well as its
role in the state,” Betz said. “The
notion of standing aloof is not a
viable option.”

HOUSE GOES UP IN BLAZE, STUDENTS GAZE

A residential house near campus started ablaze on March 10. It was one of two house fires in the area the fire
department responded to that day. Many curious students looked on.

Pfrafa by Eric Ebefr

campus
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Chancellor Elect Don Betz addresses facuilty, staff and
students in the Student Center March 14.

Creaqit cards
cause chaos

Students’ lack of knowledge,
responsibility leaves expenses

Nick Koecheler
Staff Writer

Many students travel over
spring break to warmer places
than the frigid Midwest, but stu-
dents can get in

wiser choice for online transac-
tions. If a credit card is stolen,
then the cardholder is only held
liable for a small amount.

Corcoran warned against
overusing a credit card.
“Students

over their heads YOur credit rating is shouldn’t get
with credit card sucked into
debt while having more imp Oﬂan{’rhan using a credit
fun. your GPA, Lard and then
According to  Charles Corcoran, only paying the
UW-River Falls minimum pay-

Student Health &
Counseling
Services, a spring
break vacation costing $1,200
can end up totaling $2,235 if a
student only makes the mini-
mum payments at |8 percent
interest for seven years.

Not all students realize how
important credit ratings are.

“Your credit rating is more
important than your GPA,” said
UW-River Falls personal finance
professor Charles Corcoran.

Corcoran recommends that stu-
dents start out with a debit card.
Since a debit card takes money
straight out of a bank account,
debt can’t be incurred because
only actual funds are used.

“By starting out with a debit
card, you are practicing respon-
sible credit use,” Corcoran said.

Debit cards shouldn’t be used
for online purchases though. If a
thief gets ahold of a debit card,
then they can make many pur-
chases and clean out the entire
bank account.

Credit cards are considered a

Personal finance
professor

ment every
i n L
Corcoran said.

Corcoran suggested practicing
responsible credit card use by
reserving it for convenience pur-
chases. When the credit card bill
comes pay it in full or, if you
have to use a ecredit card for a
multi-installment purchase,
make sure the use of the pur-
chase outlasts the amount of
time it takes to pay it off.

Corcoran said many students
get in way over their heads with
debt.

“If a student doesn’'t have a job,
no credit card. Period,” Corcoran
said.

Keven Syverson, Student
Health coordinator warns against
using credit cards to pay for
tuition. The interest of using the
credit card is more than if a stu-
dent takes out a loan.

According to Student Health &

See CREDIT, Page 7

See how students feel about

minimum payments, Page 4

University vehicles drive many student orgamzatlons

Derrick Williams
Co-Editor

Many student organizations
and faculty attend conferences,
meetings and other off campus
events that require transportation
for all their members. What isn’t
well known, though, is that of
the 60 vehicles UW-River Falls
owns, around 20 of them are
available to student organiza-
tions and faculty to facilitate
their transportation needs,

“There are 20 vehicles that are
general-purpose fleet vehicles
that are used by students, faculty
and staff for official university
business,” Facilities manage-
ment director Waldo Hagen said.

Fleet vehicles are rented out
every day for a wide variety of
needs.

“Any number of activities that
people use fleet vehicles for.”
Hagen said. “They rent them
from our department.”

Many students, however, aren’t
aware that fleet vehicles are
available to students. Stephanie
McLaughlin, president of
Campus and  Community

Fighting Hunger and
Homelessness, doesn’t think it is
common knowledge that the
vehicles are available for student
organization use.

That is not the case with the
other vehicles according to
Hagen.

It isn't that the administration
hides the fact that people can use

“Normally, fleet vehi-
if we go any:  “There are 20 vehicles ~ ¢les: but it
where we'd just  isn't
car  pool” that are general-purpose ‘well-known
McLaughlin floet vehicles that are used information,
said. according to

About two by students, faculty, and s e a n
years  ago, . - 1+, Blackburn,
McLaughlin staﬁfor Oﬁ'CIal ({fuverﬂzy student
became aware busmess, organiza-
the cars were Waldo Hagen tions coordi-
available oo o 7 nator.
whot har acilities management “Usually
group needed director. the president
to transport of an organi-
some local youth to a nursing zation is aware,” Blackburn said.
home for a volunteer day. Not all groups are eligible how-

“It was kind of a pain in the ever, to use the vehicles, but the

butt,” McLaughlin said. “We
called facilities and filled out an
application, but we needed a dri-
ver over 25, which was diffi-
cult.”

The reason McLaughlin needed
a driver over 25 was because
when renting a 15 passenger van,
a 25 year old driver is required.

majority can.

“Student groups that receive an
annual budget are eligible to use
them,” Blackburn said.

This includes groups like
Habitat for Humanity, but groups
like the pottery club, which do

See CARS, Page 7
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A fleet of University-owned vehicles bask in the sun behind the Facilities Management
building. Some of these vehicles are open for use by student organizations.
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LocAL

Bloodmobile back on campus

On April 5 and 6 from 12- 6 p.m. the Bloodmobile will be on cam-
pus. The event will take place in the River Room of Rodli
Commons.

Anyone can sign up to donate blood, or volunteer with the Red
Cross. There are sign up sheets in the Leadership Center. Students
should sign up early to assure a donation time.

There will be a contest between all student organizations, resi-
dence halls and Greek organizations. Each group will be awarded
one point for each full pint of blood collected, or an hour spent vol-
unteering.

The Red Cross is hoping for as large a turnout as back in the fall.

Day of Silence comes to River Falls

On April 13, the UW-River Falls chapter of the Gay Straight
Alliance is sponsoring the nationwide cause known as the Day of
Silence.

Students can sign up to participate in this event on April 4, 8 and
11 all between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the Student Center. If anyone
wants to participate but is unable to sign up on any of those days
then there is a meeting in South Hall's Alumni Room on April 12,
at 8 p.m.

All persons who sign up to remain silent cannot speak from 9 a.m.
-5 p.m. At 5 p.m. there is a breaking the silence rally along with an
open mic. activity. To conclude the day from 8 p.m. to midnight
there is a drag show and dance.

Class schedule for next fall available

For all students who wish to view the class schedule for the fall of |

20035, now is the opportunity.

The new class schedule is out on eSIS. Once students log into the
site all they have to do is enter the term number, 1062, and search
for classes they wish to take.

Advising sessions begin on April 4, and the first day of registra-
tion for upper level students in the Honors Program and graduate
students begin on April 11. After that, seniors may begin to register
on April 12.

If anyone has questions or concerns, they may contact Judy
George in the Registrars office.

REGIONAL

Hudson searches for new superintendent

Over the course of this past week, the Hudson School Board
Personnel Committee and board members gathered to reduce the
candidate pool for the district superintendent job.

The current superintendent, Ron Bernth, plans to retire in June
after being a part of the Hudson district for 16 years,

A majority of the applications came from around the area, but one
applicant comes from Kentucky.

They plan to have the final two candidates named by the last week
in March so they can be invited to Hudson on March 29 and 31 to
tour schools, meet staff and see the surrounding areas. The Hudson
faculty and public will also have an opportunity to meet each of the
candidates on both days from 4-5 p.m. The event will take place in
the Hudson High School cafeteria.

Curriculum cuts bring gloom to Ellsworth

Recently there has been talk about curriculum cuts in the Ellsworth
school district. With all that has been discussed, it caused quite a
concern from the public at the most recent school board meeting.

There is a concern that specialty classes, like foreign languages,
might be the first to go. Rick Clausen, the German teacher, brought
his case to the school board and stressed the importance of learning
a foreign language.

Educators are also retiring in specialized areas, which leaves the
fear that their positions may not be filled if the curriculum goes
through big cuts.

If positions are not filled it will be more difficult for teachers and
students. Teachers will have to pick up all the required classes that
the retired teachers taught, and therefore will not have as much time
to teach electives. That leaves students with very little options in the
electives category. This also means it is more likely that the class
size will increase.

The Ellsworth School Board has made no decision yet on the cur-
riculum cuts.

NATIONAL

Spelling bee cancellation sparks controversy

Recently, in Lincoln, R.I. the official of the school district attempt-
ed to cancel the annual spelling bee.

Community members wrote letters to the newspapers asking that
the decision be reversed, they also called and sent e-mails to the
leaders of the school and community.

Superintendent John Tindall did not expect all this attention, but
after it all began he quickly gave permission to reinstate the spelling
bee.

The outery in the community shows popular spelling bees have
really become in the past few years.

One of the reasons for this popularity is the way it increases a stu-
dent's self-esteem and helps them to reach goals.

Sex education classes lacking

A study that was done in Illinois showed that health teachers spend
close to 12 hours of in-class time discussing the topic of sex educa-
tion. But in that time they skipped over three topics including: birth
control, sexual orientation and abortion.

The survey was given to 335 teachers of middle and high school
aged students at 201 schools in the state.

One-third of the teachers stressed the importance of abstinence for |

girls who wish to avoid becoming pregnant and contracting sexual-
ly transmitted diseases.

The remaining two-thirds did not cover topics such as birth con-
trol. For teachers whe did cover the topics, they were discussed very
briefly.

According to the Chicago Tribune around 19,000 teenage girls had
children in 2002, which is a decrease from the past 10 years.

Schools in the area are not required to have sex-ed classes, but sen-
ators from Illinois are attempting to obtain a grant that can be used
to fund sex-ed classes.

Graduate students aid tsunami victims

Graduate students from the University of Washington plan a mis-
sion trip to aid tsunami victims in Thailand. The school hopes to
send 1,000 students on what they call a “Mission of Hope.” They
also hope to put $1 million into the Thai economy in an attempt to
boost the economy. '

From March 18 until June 30, groups will be leaving for Thailand
for an eight-day tour.

Anyone who is interested in more information can checkout the
Web site www.springbreakrelief.org.

Briefs compiled by Sarah Packingham
Assistant News Editor

Have ideas for news
| briefs?
Please e-mail them to
‘sarah.packingham@uwrf.edu
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Funaing requests meet Senate opposition

Contentious motion
passes with 6-5 vote

Eric Quade
Co-Editor

Although budget deadlines were looming,
Facilities and Fees Board chair Nick Sirek
kept his composure when Student Senate
members began questioning the board’s
requests,

The most heated debate centered on the
second part of the board’s budget request
and whether or not Senate should support
higher Joint Foods, Residential Living,
University Curgiculum Committee and
Municipal Services fees. Some senators
questioned how Senate could justify raising
many of these fees when
these are the exact ser-

the most outspoken with
complaints.

Senator Nick Cluppert
said students have been
dissatisfied with
Chartwells in particular,
so he was hard-pressed
to think of good reasons to give Joint Foods
more money.

Sirek said Chartwells is not out to make a
profit and is mostly dependent on student
meal plan fees to pay for the service it pro-
vides. To this end and to better sell its “take
five™ and “upper option” meal plans,
Chartwells proposed to raise the 10, 15 and

“With all of these other
vices students have been yate jncreases, I just worry
students are getting priced
out of school.”
Nick Cluppert,
Student senator

19 meal plan rates so it could offer the “take
five” and “‘upper option” plans more lucra-
tive.

Some senators were also concerned about
Residential Living's proposal (o raise room
rates by 6.5 percent across the board o pay
for new carpeting, laundry room improve-
ments, sofas and mattresses. Cluppert in par-
ticular said he was concerned because UW-
River Falls is known to have a relatively
high proportion of low-income students.

“With all of these other rate increases, |
just worry students are getting priced out of
school,”™ Cluppert said.

After much debate the motion passed by a
slim 6-5 margin.

The first and less controversial part of
Sirek’s budget request was for a recurring
$15 student fee for the next 20 years o help
fund a new Health and Human Performance
building with updated
facilities, which met
very little resistance.

Two senators majoring
in health and human per-
formance, Katy Leisch
and Lindsey Burdick,
said the current facilities
are in horrible repair and
are in desperate need of
replacement.

Cluppert was concerned that students
might get stuck funding the building project
only to have the state cancel the plans after
collecting student money for years.

“So couldn’t students end up losing money
if the state rejects the plan?” Cluppert said.

Sirek said that even in the unlikely sce-

prior to the viewing session.

Spiczak.

nario where the state cancels the plans, the
money students raised would remain under
student control.,

The proposed Health and Human
Performance building would require 15 per-
cent of its funding to come from student fees
because it would serve not only academic
uses, but would also be open for student
“leisure” uses, Sirek said.

Senator Cali Smithback said students
would lose out if Senate failed to fund a new
facility. Tuition might be cheaper if Senate
opposed the building’s funding. Smithback
said, but inadequate facilities might force
health and human performance students to
g0 to another school.

Ultimately, the student fee to help fund the
building project passed with only Senator
Jeremiah Zitzow opposing.

Unanimous consent passed the last and
least controversial part of Sirek's motions.
This final motion was to approve fees neces-
sary for Textbook Services, Student Health
Advisory and  Special Technology
Committee.

In other Senate-related news:
sLacey Felmlee's appointment to a Student
Senate seat was approved by unanimous
consent. Felmlee will sit on Senate for the
remainder of the 2004-05 academic year.

STUDENT SENATE
WILL MEET AGAIN
MARCH 29 AT 7 P.M. IN
THE REGENTS ROOM OF
THE STUDENT CENTER.

FPhoto by Micheal Foley
The UW-RF physics department opens the observatory in CSH once a month for public viewing sessions. At these
sessions, students, faculty and the public come and use a 16 inch telescope to view objects in space.

UW-RF keeps eyes on night sky

Derrick Williams

“We always have a ‘good

Co-Editor

The UW-River Falls physics
department has once again
offered usc of their observatory
to the public Tuesday night.

Students, faculty and the gener-
al public brave chilly weather
once a month to make use of the
observatory the physics depart-
ment runs in Centennial Science
Hall, according to Observatory
Director Glenn Spiczak.

“We'll do this once a month
while school is in session and
maybe once or twice during the
summer,” Spiczak said.

More observatory sessions are
scheduled for April 4-7 and May
2-5 from 9--11 p.m. Viewing ses-
sions are on the first clear night
of the week, not every night,
according to Spiczak.

Physics  professor  Eileen
Korenic also leads a discussion

“I always give a talk every time
we have a viewing session and I
try to have it be related to some-
thing people will be observing,”
Korenic said.

The University just purchased a
new telescope in 2003. [tis a 16-
inch Meade computer-controlled
LX200GPS Schmidt-Cassegrain
Telescope. With the telescope, it
is possible to see galaxies and
star clusters in deep space,
Spiczak said.

“We don't have to know where
it is in the sky to look at it,”
Spiczak said. “The telescope can
do it for you.”

The old telescope was replaced
in 2003 when the dome that
houses the telescope was
replaced because of hail damage.
Removing the old one required
the roof to be removed and a
crane to be brought in to remove
it from the building, according to

A couple from Ohio who are
amalteur astronomers purchased
the old telescope from the
University, along with the dam-
aged observatory roof.

“They took the old dome and
took the telescope and dome
away on a flat bed,” Spiczak
said.

The new telescope is smaller
than the old one, but according

to Spiczak. it was still an
upgrade.

“The old one was a bit larger,
but it was cumbersome to

maneuver and you had to know
where to look at,” Spiczak said.
“Our goal is to operate it remote-
ly and display the images elec-
tronically on a screen so when it
is chilly we don’t have to be up
there.”

The viewing sessions are usual-
ly a big hit with students and the
public, according to Korenic.

turnout,” Korenic said. “We usu-
ally have more students than
anybody, but it is open to the
public as well. Sometimes stu-
dents bring roommates. family
and friends.”

Spiczak has an e-mail list of
100-200 people interested in the
viewing sessions.

Despite the popularity of the
sessions, there are limitations to
how many sessions that can be
done during any given month,
Korenic said.

“We usually do observing ses-
sions before first quarter moon
because if we do it any other
time, then the moon is so bright
that we can’t see anything but
the moon,” Korenic said. “We
are limited to that one week per
month when we can see some of
the things that are fairly dim that
come out when there is very lit-
tle moonshine."

Ri1VER FALLS POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY

Compiled by Micheal Foley
Photo Editor

Feb. 25

Nathan J. Phillips reported the theft of an O-Lot parking pass from
his unlocked vehicle parked in the O-Lot. This is the second time in
two months that Phillips” parking pass has been stolen.

March 7

W.W. Grading reported the theft of a truck crossing sign (valued at

$400) at Sixth St.
March 8

Christopher R. Stolp backed into a vehicle driven by Robert D.

Moody at 124 S. Second St.

Kristin C. Loney reported the theft of a bottle of hydrocodone (val-
ued at $35) from 515 E. Cascade Ave.

Ann E. Lawton was cited for violating a traffic signal.

Employees of Ecologic Furniture reported property damage (val-
ued at $150) to a vehicle tire and the theft of several miscellaneous

items (valued at more than $900).
March 9

Ashley E. Nelson reported property damage (valued at $2,000) to
a vehicle parked at 117 W. Church St.

Tom Weiss reported a burglary at the Newman Center at 427 E.
Cascade Ave. Two speakers (valued at $300) were taken. This was
the second time in two weeks speakers have been stolen from the

Newman Center.
Jerome M. McNamara was cited

for a seatbell violation.

March 10

Joshua T. Thygesen reported a vehicle parked oo close and block-
ing a driveway at 221 S. Fourth St, The yehicle, owned by Crystal

L. Nelson, was towed.

Trayis J. Weber backed into a vehicle driven by Ashley E. Kocak

at 1457 Wildcat Court.
March 11

Cory K. Ellis was fined $164 for an ID violation and $164 for
underage consumption at 107 Elm St.

Joshua J. Hansen and Nathan L. Hansen were each fined $226 for
obstructing an officer at 107 Elm St.

Jessica E. Haton reported the theft of her O-Lot parking pass from
a vehicle with a previously broken window.,

March 12

Zane E. Ringhand was fined $243 for property damage and $367
for second-offense underage consumption at Johnson Hall.

Emily S. Nierenhausen was fined $288 for a second-offense ID
violation and $164 for underage consumption at the 300 block of S.

Main St.

Bethany Bamnett reported an incident at Parker Hall involving a
disruptive male subject. Thomas J. Irrgang was cited for underage
consumption and disorderly conduct.

March 13

Sara M. Medick reported property damage (valued at $100) to her

vehicle parked in the K-Lot.
March 14

Kristen M. Johnson was cited for a seatbelt violation.
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Students compete for gold washer

Sara Tischauser
News Editor

Students in the Ag Olympics
were not competing for presti-
gious Olympic medals but for
gold, silver and bronze washers
on bailer twine.

The Ag Olympics were held
March 16 at Lab Farm 1 and
were put on by Block and Bridle.
The event had teams of six stu-
dents participate in various
events, Lindsay Starr, Block and
Bridle president, said.

These events included a milk
can relay, a hay bale toss, an
obstacle course, tug-of-war and
a milk chug contest, said Bristol
Donahoo, Block and Bridle
member and chair of the Ag
Olympics committee.

Donahoo said there are usually
10 teams of six members that
participate and about 50 specta-
tors who come to the event. She
said, as a spectator, she had her

favorite event to watch.

“I liked watching the people
climb over the round bales,"
Donahoo said. “It is just enter-
taining.”

Shane Westphal, a marketing
communications junior, said he
participated in the Ag Olympics
as a freshman.

*“I had never done it before,”
Westphal said. “It was a great
way 1o get to know people in the
college.”

Donahoo said one of the rea-
sons students participate in the
event is for the competition.

“They enjoy doing some of the
events and enjoy competing in
the events,” Donahoo said.

Donahoo said the Ag Olympics
Serves (wo purposes.

“We have it just for a fundrais-
er for Special Olympics and get

support  for  agriculture,”
Donahoo said.
According  .the Special

Olympics-Wisconsin Web site

L ——

Dan Cunningham participated in the milk chug contest
and helped the Block and Bridle team take first place.

Photo by Micheal Foley

(www.specialolympicswiscon-
sin.org), the mission of the
Special Olympics is “to provide
year-round sports training and
athletic competition in a variety
of Olympic-type sports for chil-
dren and adults with cognitive
disabilities.”

Tom Goerke, a professor of
animal science and Block and
Bridle advisor, said Block and
Bridle started using the Ag
Olympics as a fundraiser for
Special Olympics about 10 years
ago.

“We probably raised $2000-
$2500 for the Special Olympics
[in the past 10 years],"Goerke
said.

Goerke said the number of par-
ticipants increased once the
entry fees started going to the
Special Olympics,

Donahoo said all campus orga-
nizations are invited (o partici-
pate in the eyent, bul it is usual-
ly College of Agriculture, Food
and Environmental (CAFES)
organizations,

Starr felt there were two rea-
sons students participate in the
event.

“It is a way for clubs to partic-
ipate in a worthwhile cause and
it is a fun event,” Starr said,

Starr said each of the teams
pays a $15 fee to participate in
the event. This money goes to
the Indianhead (River Valley)
Special Olympics. which is in
the northwest Wisconsin region.
This way, she said, some of the
money may come back to St
Croix and Pierce County.

Starr said, through this event,
Block and Bridle could improve
its relationship with the commu-
nity.

“It is a way for our club to par-
ticipate in a community event,”
Starr said.

Starr said this was the 21st con-
secutive year that UW-River
Falls students have participated
in the Ag Olympics.

Goerke said the prizes have
varied over the years going from
cash, to bags of candy, and to the
gold, silver and bronze washers
on bailer twine that is now given
to the winners.

NEWS
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RF holds Wisconsin history

Brian Hogenson
Staff Writer

Two organizations are working
to preserve the heritage of the
River Falls community for gen-
erations (o come. Located in a
rural town of more than 12,000
people are the Area Research

Center and the River Falls
Historical Preservation
Commission.

The UW-RF Area Research
Center, located in the bottom
floor of the Chalmer Davee
Library. 1s home to thousands of
documents relating to
Wisconsin's history and also the
university archives. Opened in
1962, it is one of 12 Area
Research  Centers  located
throughout the state. The 12
Area Research Centers work in
conjunction with the Wisconsin
Historical Society in Madison.

“Instead of having all the his-
torical documents in one place,
they are spread out so students

and community members
throughout the state can do his-
torical research,” Stephanie

Zeman, director of the Area
Research Center at UW-RF, said.

Walker Wyman started collect-
ing historical documents at UW-
RF in 1939. Wyman collected
items that documented the social
history of the area and the uni-
versity, as opposed to the politi-
cal history that is most often doc-
umented.

“Wyman wanted to know what
the common men and women's
lives were like.” Zeman said.
*We really have Dr. Wyman to
thank for starting this.”

Other states have tried to dupli-
cate the success of the Wisconsin
Historical  Society’'s Area
Research Center program, but
haven't had the same success.
mostly due to funding problems.

The UW-RF Area Research
Center is funded through the uni-
versity as part of the budget for
the library. The Wisconsin
Historical Society owns some of
the collections, while the univer-
sity owns the rest.

“We have strong support from
the university and the state for

funding and housing,” Zeman
said.

Zeman says another factor in
the success of the program in
Wiscensin is that having the his-
torical documents and collec-
tions spread out over 12 Area
Research Centers allows items to
be circulated around the state for
viewing by everyone.

Each Area Research Center is
unique to its area. The Area
Research Center at UW-RF spe-
cializes in the four county areas
encompassing Burnett, Polk, St
Croix and Pierce counties.

Included in the collections of
documents are original letters
home from Civil War soldiers,
diaries from farm wives and
newspapers dating back to the
mid 1800s.

Walk-in donations, including
diaries and manuscripts, make
up a lot of the collections.
Municipal and county docu-
ments from River Falls and sur-
rounding towns are also included
in the collections. There is also a
large collection of books relating
to Wisconsin history.

Zeman says the Area Research
Center isn’t just for history stu-
dents. Agriculture students have
used the Area Research Center to
see how tracts of land were used
in the past. Members of the com-
munity have used the Area
Research Center while working
on finding the genealogical his-
tories of their families.

The River Falls Historical
Commission designates local
structures as being historical.
Structures can be identified as
historical by the River Falls
Historical Commission and also
be recognized state-wide and
nationally.

According to Dena Mleziva,
city planner of River Falls, two
structures in River Falls have
been recognized by the National
Register of Historic Sites. Both
of those structures are located on
the campus of UW-RFE,

Those structures are North Hall
and South Hall, located on oppo-
site sides of Cascade Avenue.

North Hall was ‘built in 1914,
with the east section of the build-

ing being added in 1927,

South Hall is the oldest build-
ing on campus, built on the foun-
dation of the original Normal
School building of 1874. The
limestone for the original foun-
dation was mined from a local
quarry. At over 100 years of age,
South Hall is considered by the
National Register of Historic
Sites to be the most historic
building in River Falls.

The River Falls Historical
Preservation Society identifies
structures in the city that meet
the commission’s criteria for
being historical and could also
one day be recognized by the
state or the National Register of
Historic Sites as being historical.

Among the criteria established
by the commission are that the
structure needs to exemplify the
history of the nation, state or
community, identify with a his-
toric figure, have something
unique about its architecture or
be identified with important his-
torical events.

A 1990 architectural survey of
the city identified 24 structures
that meet the criteria for the
National Register of Historie
Sites.

The River Falls Historical
Preservation Commission has
recognized three local structures
as being historical. Those are the
Junction Mill (Smoke Stack),
W.P. Knowles House and the
R:S. Freeman House,

The Junction Mill helped the
city be a major player in the pro-
duction of flour during the
1860’s and 1870°s. The Junction
Mill also represents the first set-
tlement of River Falls. The W.P.
Knowles House and the R.S.
Freeman House represent the
homes of some of River Fall's
earliest settlers.

In the future, there’s always the
chance that more of River Falls’
historical structures will be rec-
ognized by the commission or
added to the National Registry of
Historic Places. )

“There are a number of struc-
tures that have been identified as
possibly meeting the criteria.”
Mleziva said,

Grant proviaes funaing for campus-wiade aisctssion group

Katrina Schmidt
Staff Writer

For many college students. dealing
with stress, anxieties, feeling over-
whelmed and even depression are as
common as the daily studying.
According to the American College
Health Association’s, National College
Health Assessment (NCHA), a survey
distributed to UW-River Falls students
in 2003, 96.3 percent of UW-RF stu-
dents “felt overwhelmed” by all they
had to do one or more times within the
last school year.

UW-RFs director of Student Health
Services Alice Reilly-Myklebust and
Terry Brown, associate dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, are work-
ing together to provide students, faculty.
staff and the community with opportu-
nities to learn more about how to deal
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with these issues.
Next fall, UW-RF and community
members, will have, the opportunity (o

participate in reading “College of the*

Overwhelmed: The Campus Mental
Health Crisis and What To Do About
I, written by Richard D. Kadison and
Theresa Foy DiGeronimo. They will
also be invited to participate in discus-
sions concerning these issues common
on college campuses.

A $2.500 grant, proposed by Brown
and Reilly-Myklebust. was awarded to
the university for purchasing approxi-
mately 30 books, and to bring co-author
Kadison, chief of mental health at
Harvard University to speak. The
Association of American Colleges and
Universities’ (AACU) Bringing Theory
to Practice (BTtoP) Project funded the
grant.

According to the BTtoP Web  site,
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www.bringingtheorytopractice.org, the
BTtoP project goals are to advance stu-
dent learfiing and improve the quality of
students’ education, development,
health and commitment to civic engage-
ment.

Using information provided by
Kadison as well as the book discus-
sions, Brown and Reilly-Myklebust
hope to initiate an informed campus-
wide discussion on the status of student
mental health at UW-RF, as well as to -
take steps toward addressing issues
raised by reading the book and having
the discussions.

“Our grant is to start a conversation
on campus among staff, faculty and stu-
dents about mental health issues,” said
Brown, who has dealt with students’
mental health issues that can affect their
academic performance, and who is also
a member of the UW-RF mental health

subcommittee.

Brown and Reilly-Myklebust hope
this grant also serves as a teaching
mechanism for many faculty and staff
who have to deal with the situation.

“Faculty and staff often don’t always
know to approach a student and a deli-
cate situation,” Gretchen Link, Student
Health Services counselor said. Link,
who deals with students struggling with
these issues as a counselor, has seen the
affects mental health issues can have on
students firsthand. *Part of what the
grant addresses is just a growing statis-
tical implication across the country, not
just here, that more and more college
students are wrestling with some basic
mental health issues like depression,
anxiety and stress.” Link said.

While it does appear that more stu-
dents are seeking help, there seems to
be a trend that more issues are becom-

ing more complex as life speeds up.

“Some of the issues are getting more
complex and severe,” Reilly-Myklebust
said. “Tt is going beyond mental health
issues (o just kind of life skills sorts of
things.”

Some of these basic life skills for col-
lege students include situations like liv-
ing with many different people at once,
juggling schoolwork and jobs and their
relationships with the people that they
have in their lives.

It was not clear at the time of this arti-
cle how the students; faculty, staff and
community members will be chosen to
participate in the project; more will be
decided closer to Fall 2005, Brown said.

Depending on the turnout for the trial
of this project, SHS hopes to use the
results to apply for more grants and ser-
vices to improve student health services
on campus.
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EDITORIAL
Students get shaft
while faculty/staff

get special passes

Parking is a perpetual issue for this campus. With students being
the consumer that makes this institution a possibility. why are facul-
ty and staff given special treatment when it comes to available park-
ing?

UW-River Falls, being a self proclaimed “commuter campus,” has
the added pressure of students who drive from the Twin Cities to
school everyday on top of the already tight parking spaces for
administration, faculty, staff, students who live on campus, visitors
et al.

Considering this University resembles a service for students. more
so than a corporation where business is done, why is parking avail-
ability unfairly distributed? At places like Target, Wal Mart and
Econo Foods, employees park far away from the front doors and
allow the customers to park near the entrances.

At UW-RF, however, employees (faculty/staff) are given special
passes which let them park close to the building. Obviously, students
aren’t even allowed to purchase these faulty/staff passes. Customers
(students). however, are given passes Lo park in lots as far away as
Ramer Field. A commuter student
is better off parking in the Econo
Foods lot and walking to campus
rather than purchase a permit 1o
park in Ramer Lot and walk from
there,

Making the problem worse, the
parking office seems to miss the
idea of what their constituency

There is no larger
annoyance for a stu-
dent than arriving on
campus, only to circle

the buildings searching
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for a parking spot in
vein. As they walk
around the corner on
Third Street and look
at the meter lot, on
their way to North
Hall, they see eight
empty spaces that are
only allotted to facul-
ty/staff permits.

base consists of—students. They
should be finding ways to add
parking for students. Instead, the

meter lot on the west side of -

North Hall is blocked off many
times. allowing visitors easy.
close and cheap parking. If any-
one should be forced to park far
away, it would be the people who
don’t attend this University. Once
again, though, students are forced
to park far away from campus.
Another anomaly in the ideolo-
gy of the parking office is the

FINTERTOR N “‘

Martha Stewart’s parole officer brainstorms how he should “punish” his client once she is released from prison

“I know...let's put her on house arrest!”

removal of meters from the pay
lot west of North Hall. The removal of the meters was to allow for
more faculty/staff parking permits which students are not allowed to
acquire. Why are faculty and staff held to a higher esteem than stu-
dents when it comes to the parking issue? ;

There is no larger annoyance for a student than arriving on campus,
only to circle the buildings searching for a parking spot in vein. After
conceding defeat, the student parks five blocks away and scurries
along knowing that the ten-minute walk will inevitably make him or
her late for class. As they walk around the corner on Third Street and
look at the meter lot, on their way to North Hall, they see eight
empty spaces that are only allotted to faculty/staff permits.

This is another constant problem in C-Lot, which is on the east side
of North Hall behind the church. This lot is reserved for faculty/staff
permits but is hardly half full on any given day. There is always
parking available, assuming you're willing to pay the parking fine.

With the University constantly passing the buck when it comes to
parking, the onus falls to the community. The city of River Falls, last
year, passed parking regulations on city streets surrounding campus
because of the overwhelming strain parking puts on the residential
streets. This only adds (o the burden students face by forcing them
even further away from campus.

Solutions rest in a plethora of places. The University could bite the
bullet and erect some kind of parking facility, structure or other lots.
Although a parking ramp may not be the best solution, the addition
of lots would certainly help ease the burden on students.

In the short term. however. it would be prudent to put faculty.staff
and students on an equal playing field. Either make all lots require
permits that are available to everyone, or simply make every lot a
metered lot available to everyone. At least that way the University
isn't playing favorites,

The Editorials represent the opinion of the Student Voice
Editorial Board and are prepared by the Editorial staff.
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Congratulations
to senator’s
achievements,
encouraging
smart voting

It is with great pleasure that [
compose this letier. No, it's not
just because spring break is
rapidly approaching; it's also
because of the small but signifi-
cant changes our Student Senate
has made over the past few
months. After last year’s election
fiasco and the very low voter
turnout, the Election Committee
and entire Senate has redeemed
themselves by running ads and
promoting this year's election,
Congrats to all the student lead-
ers who made these improve-
ments fruitful.

Despite a few criticisms last
year and this year, T am glad to
know that most senators kept an
open mind and listened to stu-
dents’ concerns. As election day
draws near and the next genera-
tion of senators make their bid

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

for office, lets support their
efforts by making this year voter
turnout the largest ever. Keep
abreast on candidates and their
positions and vote accordingly.
Remember, it is about the best
candidate for the job, not the
most popular; and we have one
day and one chance to vote, go
please take advantage.

Leon Gbee
student

Student tired of
misplaced blame,
complaints have
little merit

In my five years here I have
heard students complain about
the same things year in and year
out: Parking, whether or not
they should HAVE 1o attend
class and (uition,

The truth is that, River Falls is
a relatively inexpensive place to
get a great college education.
Going to class is a major part of

college. No matter what there
will never be enough room for
everyone to park close to cam-
pus. So why do we continue to
attack administrators, profes-
sors, and worst of all, the park-
ing office? [ have also learned
in the past five years that, pro-
fessors don't give grades, stu-
dents earn them.

[ have never had to park
extremely far away from cam-
pus no matter what time I got
here. The parking office only
gives you tickets when you are
parked in the wrong place. Also
administrators are always work-
ing to make this a more eco-
nomic, efficient, and overall
good campus. The problem is
that they cannot please every-
one. That is my biggest prob-
lem with the articles written. It
isn't that I don't think it would
be nice to have accessible park-
ing, | also hate paying tuition,
and I hate going to class proba-
bly more than anyone, but these
1ssues will never get solved by
attacking school administration
and personnel, I understand the

right to an opinion, but this is
ridiculous,
Jeremy Kerg
student

For once in your
life, have a voice.
Submit letters to
the editor. E-mail
them to student-
voice@uwri.edu or
drop them off at
304 North Hall.
Offended? Angry?
Professor got you
down? Write to us,
get published.
Letters can not be
anonymous,

GUEST CoLUuMN FROM THE VIEWPOINTS EDITOR

Taking action, avoiding senseless whining

h complaining. I wonder

how much of a person’s life
is spent whining about stupid
stuff and how much additional
time is spent listening to other
people do it. I'll get the math
and psychology departments on
that and get back to you with
the figures, but for now, I'm
guessing it's way the hell too
much.

Now I would be the biggest
liar and hypocrite in the world if
I went on talking about how
much I hate complaining while
claiming that I never do it
myself. In fact, a good amount
of my freshmen year here was
spent complaining about how |
hated everyone and everything
about this stupid little town.

All this daily bitching from
myself and others really got me
down. After listening to so
much of it for so long, I finally
started to tell people (and
myself) to do something about
it. Change, make it better. [
admire people who complain
and then follow up the com-
plaint by actually taking action.
That is a positive thing about
complaining; it has the possibili-
ty of making a big difference.

The Student Voice did a form

of “complaining” in an editorial
a couple of weeks ago about
certain sidewalks not getting
shoveled. After that piece came
out, those sidewalks were
promptly taken care of. See
how nice that works?

I had a student contact me
recently who didn’t like some of
the editorials that have
been written in some
of this newspaper’s
past issues. He kept
e-mailing me (o tell
me all the reasons
why he didn’t agree
with things that had
been written. This was
areat, but he didn’t ;
want his opinions to ;
be printed. I told
him that just
sharing all this
with me wouldn’t really do too
much. I was interested in what
he had to say. but letting me
print his opinion would have the
propensity lo actually have an
impact. That is why I encour-
age you all to vent your frustra-
tions constructively through
some kind of action. If you
don’t like something on campus
or that was printed in the
Student Voice, don’t just whine

SARAH G

to your roommate, have the
balls to get on your computer
and write a letter to the editor.
People feel the same way as you
do. so speak up for yourself and
all of the others sharing vour
views. We can leamn from
other’s opinions and maybe take
into account a point not previ-
ously considered.

The topic you are com-
plaining about and want
to take action on doesn’t
have to be something as
extreme as changing
major legislation on cam-
pus, If you're bored in
this town and complain
every night about the

b redundaney of those

same old bars or
ESTSON that you've already
seen the one movie
in town, realize that you can
leave, Go 1o the next town over
and enjoy a drink at one of their
hick bars. Also, those large
cities known as Minncapolis and
St. Paul are not that far away.
Gameworks in Block E is a
great place to go watch middle-
aged men and women in suils
and ties drinking beer while
playing Dance Dance
Revolution. In Uptown, my per-

sonal favorite, you can break
out of your comfort zone and try
sushi. Thai food, or see an inde-
pendent film.

For those of you lacking
money or (ransportation, revert
to your childhood or even high
school creativity. It really scares
me but I'm already starting to
begin some conversations with
“when 1 was young.” I tell my
younger sisters that [ never had
video games or internet pinball
when I was a kid so I would
play outside and be creative. If a
lack of entertainment means that
creativity is facilitated then UW-
River Falls should breed a high
number of future creative mas-
terminds with the lack of inter-
esting things to do in this town.

So basically the message is: if
you don’t like it, change it. I
applaud and admire those of you
who complain and either change
the problem yourself or inspire
others to, Please don’t be lame
and keep complaining about
things that you have the ability
to change. You’re just wasting
yours and other’s time, and let
me know if you're one of the
people who want to get out of
this town and do something
new. I'm always game.
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Opinions on more than just politics Alumnus slammed,
then props given to
Pres. Bush, finally

Iam horrendously offended. It seems some
people believe the columnists don’t have
opinions. It is my belief that an opinion
doesn’t always have to be about campus
government. When we limit ourselves to
what others say is important, we lose a

piece of ourselves,

The great thing about writing is that you

can’t please everyone. No matter
how hard you try, there will
always be someone to criticize
and berate what is important to
you, When [ first found out that
to be a columnist for the Student
Voice | could write about any-
thing, I was overwhelmed. I'1l
never be able to interest every-
one, I thought in dismay.
Perhaps a reader may not sce
the relevance of a column at
the time, but it seems that just

reading about a different person, a person

not like everyone else can open your mind
to the differences in the world. The more

others try to shape and change the topic &

writer chooses, the more the story loses

meaning o the writer,

I, personally, would rather not write a col-
umn about politics. Due to last year’s elec-
tions, the topic is on the verge of becoming
trite. I would much prefer to be given free
will to write about something which per-

for.

is ever good ¢

I'm sure there

sional column about
one’s thoughts about

things that “matter.”

government issues but who decided what

“matters?”

tains to my life. If you wish to read about
politics and student government goings-on,
read a news story. That’s what reporters are

We aren't really all that different are we?
Everybody has Grandparents, everyone has
a family of some sort. and everyone enjoys
a good laugh. So why must we fill each
- empty space of the Student Voice
with politics or complaints or some
sort, of statement about how nothing

will never meet our expectations?
Banter about the job campus organi-
zations are doing representing stu-
dents is on the verge of exhaustion.

who enjoy reading about the ghastly
state of the world and the corruption

CAITLIN NivM Wwe fail to see, but everyone does-
' n’t. Some people enjoy an ocea-

Maybe the columnists of the Student Voice
should be voicing their opinions more about

Recently. I dug through the archives of
past Student Voice columns. [ wanted to
find out what that seemingly unattainable
“opinion column’ really was. I looked at a

few of Kyle Weaver's September 2003-
October 2003 columns in particular: “Temp
Housing Tempts Academic Fate,” “Smoking

Ban Smells Worse than Smoke, * and *It's

nough and our society

are people out there

the Gay 90’s or some-
love.

such as politics and

Not Just Greek to Me.” The first two
columns were about smoking, something
the writer doesn’t do. and temporary hous-
ing, somewhere the writer has never lived.
As I read the columns and tried to keep my
eye lids from snapping shut I noticed a lot
of numbers and quotes. [s this the recipe to
an opinionated column? I felt like I was
reading a news story. The third column,
however, seemed (o have some actual rele-
vance to the writer’s life. The writer was a
member of a fraternity on campus.
Everyone should join a frat, you'll learn
about different cultures, the message
implied. The column was more of a ploy to
get more fraternity members. but it was still
an opinion.

Is this, right here, even a relevant issue?
It’s like my mom always says, “You put a
piece of yourself out there when you write
and the paper comes out and the next day
it's got coffee grounds on it.” I put a bit of
myself out. a bit of my experiences, a bit of

my life, in the hopes that maybe one per-

son; one single minute person, will feel
something. It doesn’t matter what [ do or
how hard [ try, In conclusion. I will indeed.
continue to write about whatever I want,

Living less in length is really living more

hey say that you are only as

old as you feel, which is
nice, but it is just something
boring people say to make
themselves feel vounger. If you
are 50 years old and feel like
you're 25, then you probably
haven’t lived life the way you
should have. Whereas, if you're
22 and feel like you're 40, then
you know that you have done
something right,

Let me explain. If you have
lived a clean, healthy life you
are going o live longer and
your doctor will be happy with
you, which is fine if you choose
to live out your life being
spoon-fed by a nursing student,

They all have stories. The
“safe life” people have stories,
but they are generally bad and
start with, “This one time 1 stud-
ied so hard for a test. I stayed
up all night - I even missed
Survivor.” Wow. That was a

good one.
On the other hand, it is the
people that get out and try
something new and different
that have the interesting stories.
I have a friend who is exactly
that person, Call him Jeff. So. I
told Jeff about this rope

into the water. We were laugh-
ing too hard to help him, so he
had to swim to the boat with
gouges covering his back. He
asked how it looked, to which
the only response was, “Fine."
Ozzfest two years ago: Jeff
decides he wants to

swing that starts about 40
feet up on a cliff that I
had tried. The only hitch
being the dead trees that
had fallen into the lake
below the rope swing. It
was crucial to swing out
and let go the first time.
Seems easy. Jeff did not
listen. He goes, we all
cheer, Then he swings
back in but can’t reach
the ground so swings out again,
and again, and again - a total of
12 times. Finally he just lets go
back first, falling 40 feet onto

the dead trees resting just above

the water. Then rolls like a log

have a good time.
After many drinks,

| icated and gets to a
| point where he is
crawling army style
on his hands and

more alcohol, only
to roll down the

AJ OSCARSON pijj and puke. At

the same time he
claims people from Wisconsin
handle their alcohol better
because “we have moo cows,”
(1 still have no idea what that
means). Handle it he did, until

we heard the scream of a girl. A

Jeff is heavily intox-

knees up a hill to get

girl who Jeff ended up urinating
on (without realizing it) and
then he immediately passed out.
‘Being the only sober person
for miles, I dragged him into my
tent, where he would stay for
about 15 hours. My other friend
Mitzy, however, felt athletic
enough to jump over Jeff’s

. corpse still inside the tent.

Mitzy is about as athletic as a
drunken mule and ended up
rolling through two walls of my
tent - then passed out. I spent
the rest of the night with people
staring at me from outside the
tent saying, “Hey dude, you got
a hole in vour tent.” Thanks. 1
guess what T am saying is that
you can get out and use up your
life or you can save it, study,
and be cautious in everything
you do, or live your life right
and create stories that will last a
lifetime, even if it is a shorter -
one.

Continuing traditional trip to Beer City, USA

HEY! Get up! Get up! Get ouita here!
GONE! There it is folks, the sweetest
call to ever grace a listener’s ears in all of
professional sports. Finally, the end of
drinking away this stupid waste of four
months called winter, Bob Uecker and the
baseball season are near at hand.

In little less than four weeks my buddies
and 1 will once again embark on a trip to
our Mecca. We've decided that the tradition
we will carry with us from these college
days will be an annual trip down to Beer
City, USA for the Brewers® home-opening

weekend series.

This trip is our spring break. We may not
be doing the traditional venture down to the
beaches of Mexico or Florida, but let me
tell you about a brat and a High Life on the
shores of Lake Michigan in mid-April. Life

MIKE SONN

is about the simple pleasures and firing up a

grill listening to Brewers pre-game in the
shadows of Miller Park is just that.
Last year when we went it was nothing

to be the house’s fro

short of a drunken sideshow, but then again
that's pretty much everything we do. The
first game. one of us had to be told not to
bang on the building; his rebuttal was that
we were trying to start a rally. Little to his
knowledge, the game was already over.

of the pubs were nothing more then some-
one’s living room and you entered what use

That night after we
finally reconvened at
the van, we headed to
Cudahy. Now if you
have ever made the
joke about a bar on
every corner in every
Wisconsin town, this is
the place to actually
see it in action.
Literally ever street
corner for as far as the
eye could see had a
red ‘open’ sign. Most

nt door. Needless to

say, we are headed back there this year.
Hopefully 1 won't have to close the bars
down by myself this go around. It was
interesting having both a 17-year-old girl
who was there with her trailer-park mom hit
on me, along with the 5 foot 4 inch middle-
aged bartender, I can never tum down a free
drink. The rest of the weekend was as crazy
as we could have hoped. [ woke up
Saturday after using a cheeseburger for a
pillow and that night ended up sleeping in
the van on a side street in Madison during a
snow storm,

On that note, lord knows what we will run
into this year down in Milwaukee.
Whatever it is, we will face it head on with
at least a buzz, a warm belly, and a brat in
hand. Also, if you get the urge this spring
and summer to listen to some great baseball
and an even better announcer, tune into
106.3 FM WEVR. And remember,
Milwaukee will no longer be just a drinking
town with a baseball problem.

ere’s an opinion: Kyle

Weaver's letter to the
Student Voice was arrogant, self-
centered and, most importantly,
in vain, Kyle, if your message
was intended to be sincere you
missed by a long shot.
Your tone was filled
with frustration and
anger--feelings that
don’t hold ground in
persuasion. If you truly
cared about the well-
being of the Student
Voice, then you should
have chosen a more
assertive route. Perhaps
a letter to the edi-
tor that doesn’t
accuse writers of
writing “senseless diatribes™ or
not having a “damn opinion”
would have worked well. You
see, Mr. Weaver, instead of
inspiring us to wrile more opin-
ionated articles, you just pissed
us off. Sonn will continue to
write about his love for alcohol;
Majak about his love life;
Greiman about his faith-based
beliefs: Nimm, Clarke,
Thoreson, et al. about what tick
les their fancy when they pick
up the pen. There are plenty
who appreciate the columns we
write, and if you aren’t one of
them, don’t read it. Now 1
move 1o 4 more important issue.

Okay. okay, all you staunch
Republicans, I'm at the point in
President Bush’s term where
I'm ready to admit he’s done
something good for the world
and it’s about damn time. His
capture of Saddam Hussein. one
of history’s worst genocidal dic-
tators and implementation of a
democratic government in Iraq
is worth a pat on the back,
Nothing too nice though. The
pat on the back should be the
same as if you were trying to
dislodge a jellybean from mid-
throat. Let’s acknowledge that
so far (and I emphasize “so
far’”), Operation Iragi Freedom
is finally vielding some posi-
tives. Democracy’s foundation
is freedom to all, and that alone
is wondrous. If democracy takes
inIraq, there is no doubt Iragis
will begin leading better lives-
lives which were unimaginable
during Saddam’s reign. For that,
Bush. I respect you, but it stops
right there.

You have to take into account
the route that Bush used to get a
semi-democratic Iraq. It started
back in the late 80s and early
90s when ‘Daddy’ got in a tus-
sle with Saddam over the lat-
ter’s aggression. Nothing much
materialized, and at the end of
George H. Bush’s term, Saddam
simply remained “that asshole in
the Middle East.” Clinton didn’t
kick up much dust in the Middle
East during his presidency--no
mass occupations, anyway. He
just worked up a sizeable budget
surplus and built some allies
(wasn’t he a Democrat?). Then
George W. Bush took office in a

I

bush-league (excuse the pun)
election. and the infamous 9/11
attacks ensued. America was left
to make sense of the matter and
Bush knew something had to be
done. Osama bin Laden was the
obvious target, but we
couldn’t “smoke him
out™ of his caves.
After dispatching
scores of troops to
Afghanistan, Bush felt
the need to target
Saddam Hussein
because of his refusal
| to surrender his
weapons of mass
destruction.

BENJAMIN JIPSON Saddam said he

didn’t have any
and the UN weapons inspectors
couldn’t find any either. But
what the hell, if Bush says there
are weapons in Iraq, then they
must be there. Besides, we
couldn’t find bin Laden. and
someone needed to pay for 9/11,
right? After Bush’s 48-hour ulti-
matum to Saddam expired,
Operation Iraqi Freedom was
underway. Homes were
destroyed, and many lives were
lost. Destruction and murder is
never justifiable.

Good job, Bush, for getting rid
of the Middle-East asshole. The
[raqi elections were a step in the
right direction too, but there had
to have been a better way to go
about it. Building some allies
and getting the “OK” from the
UN would have been a better
and much more appropriate
route. Bush definitely shouldn’t
have had to sacrifice thousands
of American troops and kill
innocent Iragi civilians. He
should have spent more time
devising a better plan to free
Iraq and less time on the golf
course. We never did find that
bin Laden guy, did we? But
we're onlo Iraq, though, so that
should be the focal point.

The real test is yet to come.
Saddam’s out and elections were
held, but will democracy pre-
vail? Time will be the determin-
ing factor, and 1t’1l take a lot of
it. Iraq is still subject to car
bombings and bloodshed to this
day. In order to ensure a Safe
Iraq, the United States will be
forced to occupy Iraq for anoth-
er five, ten. maybe twenty years
or more. Soldiers will lose their
lives and Americans will have to
sacrifice more money for the
war effort. Bush cooked the
feast, ate 1t and marveled over
how good it was. but now it's
time for him to clean the dishes
and put them in the cupboard.
That’s the part no one likes
doing and there will be a lot of
complaining if he doesn't do it
properly. No doubt Bush didn’t
have much class pursuing the
war in Iraq, but class is some-
thing that waved bye-bye to him
long ago. Keep a close eye on
Iraq in the next several years
and stay classy, River Falls,

Columnist criticized for lacking opinion, reveals big one

was a litile ticked when I read Kyle

Weaver's letter to the editor a couple
weeks ago, I've enjoyed the voice
columnists this year. and people have
told me they’ve enjoyed my writing as
well. So, when Weaver implied that we
don’t have “a damn opinion.”, I was a
little put off. But then I was confused.
What opinions are you looking for?

My Race and Ethnicity colleagues
(cheers lo Laura, Rob and Melissa)
and I had a short round table discus-
sion and a debate on the various merits
of pineapple rings versus pineapple
chunks last week. We chatted about AMY SCHOBERT and money and
how crazy it is that rings taste bet-
ter but one has to chunk them up to eat
them. It is my opinion that pineapple
rings are better than chunks. It's defi-

Then
middle
ions. O

It's my
they're

they border on

obnoxious. So you spend

nitely my opinion, but who cares? It’s
a rather worthless opinion.

some people care
about; some don’t.
Like those “support

4| our troops™ magnets
that are sweeping the
nation as we speak.

of effort, time

or whatever at the local grocery store
on one. You' ve done your part, right?

there are the
ground opin-
pinions that

opinion that
a huge waste

back home.

four dollars

Well, I think that they really don’t sup-
port our troops and you know that
someone is making a profit off
them but it’s not the soldiers who
are seeing that money. It’s my opin-
ion that if you really want to sup-
port the troops, sit down and write
a lonely soldier a letter, or put
together a little care package. There are
better chances of them getting mail
than magnet money. Ask the people at
the VFW or the post office how to get
in touch and support troops; someone
knows of soldiers in need of a friend

Then there are the opinions guaran-
teed to tick people off. These are the
fire and brimstone, spit flying, pulpit-
pounding opinions that are good at

moan. . .

splitting the masses right down the
center. Religion, politics, abortion and

I'm sorry we can’t good ones. Yes
always piss and

going to get the Christians howling) ...
It’s my opinion that Jesus didn’t die on
the cross. You can already see the
steam rolling and spit flying. Veins are
popping and people are seeing red. But
I believe that Jesus was drugged before
being crucified and taken from the
cross before he died. Yeah. I go along
with the torture, beating, humiliation,
ete., but I don’t think He died up there.
We’re so blinded by our need to think

gay rights are

or no, those are
your options!
Stuff like (wait
for it ... this is

ple.

he died for our sins; we refuse to think
maybe He didn’t die. Same thing with
Mary Magdalene; I don’t think she was
the whore the Church makes her out to
be. So,it’s my opinion that the Church
is hiding way too much from the peo-

Next time Kyle. be more specific. I'm
sorry we can’'t always piss and moan
about what’s wrong with the
University, student senate or the gov-
ernment. Friday should be a feel good
kind of day. and I'd much rather read
about AJ’s latest run in with pizza in
his air filter than deal with one more
“how UW-RF done me wrong™ song.
So bring on the Gay 90’s stories, the
poems. the cell phone stories and the
high school sweetheart chat.

iy

Are you ok with making minimum payments on a credit card?

o

b
¥
%o
1l

|

Molly Deans, senior
ST pay it off every time."”

more for

4

Eric DeWald, sophomore
*No, bécause I do not want to pay

something that I already
bought.”

Laura Halverson, sophomore
“No, I heard that if you have a 2000 dollar
credit load it will take 31 years to pay it off
making minimum payments.”’

Jeff Olson, freshman
“No, I always pay more.”

Photo

poll by
Theresa
Theobald
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Fastpitch drops opener to St. Scholastica

Tara Sowle
Sports Information

The women's softball team started their season
Friday night with a double header against St
Scholastica at the Rosemount Dome.

They lost the first game 6-0 and the second game
8-0.

“It's a rough way to start the season,” head coach
Faye Perkins said.

The Falcons had only one hit and three errors,
while St. Scholastica had 10 hits and three errors.

In the first game, the only hit for the Falcons
came from Brittany Rathbun in the bottom of the
fourth inning when she hit a double to right center.

St. Scholastica scored one run in the second and
fourth innings and four runs in the third.

Falcon pitcher Leah Vanderploeg starfed on the
mound and took the loss.

She worked two and one-third innings, allowed
six hits and four earned runs. She also walked four
and struck oul one.

Rathbun worked the final four and two-thirds
innings. She allowed four hits. She allowed two
runs, one of which was earned. She walked one
and struck out four.

In the second game, the Falcons scored five hits
and four errors.

St. Scholastica scored eight runs on 12 hits and
committed only one error. St. Scholastica had one
run in the first and fourth innings. two runs in the

third and four in the sixth,

Third basemen, Emily Evans, had the most hits
for the Falcons with two. Her first hit was in the
first inning with a single to center field and the
other was a line drive double down the left base-
line in the fourth.

Other hitters for the Palcons were Amanda
Waojnowiak and Emily Stahl who hit a single into
center field in the third inning, and Breamber
Syverson had a single in the fifth inning.

Ashley Bertrand pitched for the Falcons. She
allowed eight runs and seven earned runs, while
walking five and striking out six.

Perkins said that she was pleased with her fresh-
man pitching and said Ashley James played well
behind the plate. -

Perkins knows her team will need to work hard-
er in order to be competitive.

“This game showed us what we need to work on.
We need to work hard to get to where we need to
be to be competitive in the WIAC."”

The players also feel it is important to work hard
in order to be competitive in the upcoming season.

“My role as a captain is very important.” senior
Megan Blakeley said. “We all know our common
goals that we are working towards as we move on
in the season.

The Falcons will play in Orlando Fla. next, com-
peting in the Rebel Spring Games from March 19-

Westminster on March 20 at 8:50 a.m.

Corey Hargreaves
Sports Editor

When the UW-River Falls fast-
pitch team takes the field this
season they will be led by many
team veterans. One of their lead-
ers. in particular, has been a
major part of the team since she
was a freshman.

Senior  co-captain  Leah
Vanderploeg, a biology major
from Cable, Wis.. has shown
leadership from her position on
the mound for the Falcons.

“Leah comes back as a four-
year starter, where she was an
All-conference honorable men-
tion,” head coach Faye Perkins
said. “Leah provides excellent
leadership.”

Vanderploeg came to UW-RF
primarily because she knew she
would be able to play and be a

big contributor for the team.

“Faye watched me in a few of
my games my senior year,"
Vanderploeg said. “When I visit-
ed with the team before 1 made
my decision, the team looked
like they had a blast. It all
worked out well.”

Vanderploeg doesn’t mind tak-
ing on the role of a captain, even
though it may be challenging at
times.

*My experience so far has been
great,” Vanderploeg said. “Being
a pitcher you have more pressure
and just need to relax and
th_[‘()w_”

Her senior co-captain Megan
Blakeley feels Leah’s contribu-
tions and experience will help
guide the team in the 2005 sea-
son.

“The team looks up to the
pitcher,” Blakeley said. “She’s

always upbeat and positive and
never gets down. Our jobs as
captains are to let the team know
that we are all working togeth-
e_r“l'l

Vanderploeg feels that this
year's team will have great suc-
cess because of the relationships
and closeness of this year's
players.

“We have the best team cama-
raderie in and out of practice,”
Vanderploeg said. “We hang out
with each other and have team
dinners at some of the players’
houses. There are no prima don-
nas on this team.”

Vanderploeg said that since the
team clicked so well this year,
they are able to progress even
more at practices, and are able to
know each other better on and
off the field.

“The coaches take care of the

Fhoto by Corey Hargreaves

Teammates freshman Amanda Peters (left) takes batting practice from a fellow team-
26. They are set to begin the games by taking on mate against the net at Knowles Center. The fastpitch team plans to take its game on
the road during spring break, where they will travel to Florida.

Four-year veteran guides fastpitch
team from the mound in 2005

practices,” Blakeley said. “Leah
and [ take care of other elements
that go along with being on a
team.”

Vanderploeg also has many
hobbies that keep her busy when
she isn’t playing with her team-
mates.

Off the field, Vanderploeg
enjoys Rollerblading, skiing,
going to movies, hanging out
with her friends and spending
time with her boyfriend Luke.

Looking at the season ahead,
Vanderploeg wants to lead her
team in their first big test in
Florida.

“Our pitchers this year are very
strong and a lot alike,”
Vanderploeg said. “With this
team there aren’t really any dis-
likes, except for how much time
it takes up, but in the end it's all
worth it.

Something to say in a time of nothing

here’s not really anything going on

campus sports wise except softball and 1
going 1o be honest. I know nothing about
the softball team. According to the schedule
they are playing in a tournament in Orlando
over spring break. I'm driving to Ohio over
the break, so they'll probably have a better
time than me. Maybe there will be a great

beach on Lake Erie.

Every one is so worried about being fair
that they pass the job onto the computer
which in turn screws it all up. How is
Washington a number one seed and
Louisville a number four? According to
some nerd’s Mac that’s the way it is and
there is nothing you people who actually
watch the games can do,

At the same time the tourna-

[ think this may be a good time for
me 1o just write some random
thoughts about the current issues in
sports. Not to mention the fact that I
have not bashed anyone all year,
and being the cynic that [ am, ['m
getting restless writing all this posi-
tive stuff.

The NCAA tournament brackets
came out last week and once again
the selection committee made

some questionable choices at best. MIKE KLEES guys were in the WWE there is

The decision (o use the dreaded

RPI in their selection of the teams that
make the tournament, even though the com-
mittee claims it is only one of many tools
they use, is still mind boggling to me. Why
must we use computers to make every deci-
sion in college sports.

Although it would be great to see the
wrestlers try to act like they’re not hopped
up on steroids. Rafael Palmeiro will be tes-
tifying at the hearing, so maybe we will get
some insight into how the steroids interact
with Viagra. which according to the com-

ment is getting underway, some
baseball’s top athletes and exec-
utives will be standing in front
of congressional hearings getting
questioned about steroid use. Is
it just me or does Congress have
better things to do?

Like say, the war in Iraq or the
country's failing school system. I
know they view steroids as a

national health risk, but if these

sports.
no way these are being held.

mercial changed his life for the better.

Finally the NFL is continuing its quest to
dominate the sports world 12 months a year
by putting NFL combine workouts on the
NFL network. They already got people
addicted to the draft and now they have us
watching a guard from Northeast Louisiana
State run the 40.

Of course people are eating it up and
ignoring the end of the NBA season and
spring training. They should hold congres-
sional hearings about the NFL, which I
think could legally be considered a drug.
They’ll get some random fan on the stand
talking about how he got fired from his job
because he had to stay home and watch
how many reps Mike Williams could do.
Personally, I'll hold off worrying about
where the Vikings are going to find a kicker
until August, and enjoy the other major

I just read this to myself and it sounds a
lot like an Andy Rooney bit on 60 minutes.
I guess I’ve been programmed by my dad’s
Sunday ritual of watching Rooney’s witty
discourse and then everyone invading the
living room to watch Touched by an Angel,
What is the deal with old people and CBS?

VARSITY SPORTS WEEK

Sunday, March 20

Softball vs. Westminster (Orlando, Fla.), 8:50 a.m., vs

Fontbonne (Orlando, Fla.), 2:20 p.m.
Monday, March 21

Softball vs. Westminister (Orlando, Fla.), 8:50 a.m., vs.
Western Connecticut State (Orlando, Fla.), 6 p.m.

Wednesday, March 23

Softball vs. Carthage (Orlando, Fla.), 4:10 p.m., vs. Millikin

(Orlando, Fla.), 6 p.m.
Thursday, March 24

TOP PERFORMERS

Emily Evans
Fastpitch

Softball vs. Eastern Connecticut State (Orlando, Fla.), 12:30

p.m., vs. Millikin (Orlando, Fla.), 4:10 p.m.
Friday, March 25

Softball vs. Ramapo (Orlando, Fla.), 8:50 a.m., vs.

Allegheny (Orlando, Fla.), 10:40 a.m.

Wednesday, March 30
Softball at St. Mary's 3 p.m.

Friday, April 1
Fastpitch at Calvin, 3 p.m.

vs. Case Western Reserve, 5 p.m. (at Grand Rapids, Mich.)

Third baseman Emily
Evans lead the team
with hits in the battle
against St. Scholastica,
with two. Her hits were
in the first inning, where
she delivered a single
to center field and later
had a double down the
left field line in the
fourth.

Brittany Rathbun
Fastpitch

In the match against St.
Scholastica, Rathbum
pitched the final four
and two-thirds innings.
During her play, she
allowed four hits and
allowed two runs one
was earned. She also
walked one and struck
out four,

Handom thoughis
from yours truly

lease allow me to borrow your attention for the next few min-
utes while 1 fill you with useless garbage that has no purpose
whatsoever.

If you're reading this, you are one of those students who chose to
stick around for spring break, at least until classes ended on March
18.

For all of those other students that chose to bail early, you're
missing out on some pretty exciting stuff around this campus, I'm
talking about classes where students could care less to be in
because their focus is on the final “have a good break™ speech
from their professor, who probably is focused on their own plans.

What are the plans that everyone is thinking about? Is it a trip to
Mexico, Colorado, La Crosse or a last
minute plan to Florida? Heck, it could
even be traveling as far as the edge of
River Falls where you'll be making some
extra dough that will give you the up
against everyone else who blew their
money at some random club with people
they didn’t know.

Unless you're on the fastpitch team, the
only shots you and your fellow athletes
will be taking or the only scoring that will
be involved over break won’t involve a

court ... unless you do something COREY
insanely crazy, then you may end up in s
court ... and nobody wants to go to HARGREAVES

court in Mexico.

Anyways, the purpose of spring break is to have a break. While
it may be a good idea to get ahead in some of your classes, espe-
cially if you are doing nothing, don’t forget to have some fun.
That PS2 that's been sitting under your TV is damn near ready to
e-bay itself, so you might want to either play it, or keep it a good
distance from the computer.

On the other hand. if you will be over a thousand miles from
your homework over break, like myself, more power to you If this
is the case and you are thinking about your work, skip checking in
to the hotel and check your self in to a clinic.

While soaking up the sun. it is, however, a good idea to have
reading material with you, so it at least looks like you're do some-
thing else besides scoping out the scenic environment around you.

. Allow me to briefly explain what I plan on doing.

Before leaving the airport in Mexico, I will be confronted by a
guard and forced into a strip search after getting off the plane.
Nice way to find out the old doctor back home forgot to remove
some hardware of my now repaired leg.

Next, I plan to unpack in my new dwelling, otherwise known as
the Holiday Inn. Shortly after that, I'll head to the beach and Jet
the rest of the week unfold from there.

In closing, I wish everyone a safe journey to the very distant or
very close adventure that you may take from River Falls. Oh yeah,
thanks for your time, cause that’s two minutes you can't have
back.

SCOREBOARD

Fastpitch

WIAC Standings
Eau Claire (4-2)

La Crosse (2-1)
Oshkosh (2-2)
Platteville (0-0)
Stevens Point (0-0)
Superior (0-0)
Whitewater (0-0)
River Falis (0-2)
Stout (0-2)
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March 11 Results

St. Scholastica 0141000 - 610 3
UW-River Falls 0000000 -0 13
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Name (Pos)

Breamber Syverson 2b..,
Emily Rodgers ¢cf.............
Jessamy Schwariz ss.....
Emily Stahl ss.......cc.c..e..
Emijly Evans 3b..............
Amanda Wojnowiak pr...
Leah Vanderploeg p.......
Brittany Rathbun p.........
Michelle Heuser rf..........
Ashley James c............,
Carolyn Guisinger 1b....
Jamie Falck If
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UW-River Falls |
Leah Vanderploeg.... 2.
Brittany Rathbun.... 4
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Credit history, rating crucial

CREDIT from
Page 1

Counseling Services, one in four
students in the United States has
credit card debt that totals more
than $3,000.

“High credit card debt is a
source of high siress.” Syverson
said,

However, statistics show stu-

dent credit card debt at UW-RF
is lower than the national aver-
age.

In 2000, student credit card
debt at UW-RF was $422 per
student, while the national aver-
age was $694 per student. In
2003, student credit card debt at
UW-RF was $415. while the
national average was $553 per
student.

Need to
know
what’s
going on at
UW-RF?
Tune into
WRFW,
Pure Radio
88.7
Monday-
Friday at
5:30 p.m.
fora 15-
minute
newscast!

“Many- students don’t really
need a credit card,” Corcoran
said. “Students should stick to
checks.”

Corcoran said years ago a per-
son either qualified for a credit
card or they didn’t.

“Today, all lenders will say
‘yes”,” Corcoran said.

Corcoran suggested checking
credit history since more than 70
percent of credit histories have
errors in them, Students should
not only be looking for errors,
but should also be looking for
items that aren’t on their credit
history that should be.

The University of Minnesota
discovered in a study done in
2001 that credit card debt can
also affect a student’s mental and
physical health.

Corcoran suggests that students
visit the Web site
www.bankrate.com. There is a
site. students can learn more
about credit card debt and other

We offer research opportunities
and state-of-the-art courses in:

«Operations Research

Production, Inventory,
and Distribution

*Decision Support Systems

*Engineering Management

wwn. g umin.

Oph'mie yo;f’mspects

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

finantial topics such as loans and
morlgages.

Students can now get free cred-
it history reports each year
thanks te the Fair Credit
Reporting Act, Students can
request their history by visiting
www,annualereditreport.com  or
by calling 1-877-322-8228.

There are three companies that
keep Irack of credit history:
Experian, Equifax and
TransUnion. With the new legis-
lation, a person is entitled to a
free report from each of the three
agencies per year. Corcoran sug-
gested making a request every
four months so one can check on
their credit history three times a
year.

Students in need of help with
credit counseling can contact
Family Means at 1-800-780-
2890

“Don't be sucked into becom-
ing a slave to credit cards,”
Corcoran said.

Earn your MS/PhD Degree in
Industrial Engineering at the
University of Minnesota,

Research and Teaching
Assistantships arg available.

We invite math, physics,
engineering and computer science
majors to attend our information
session on Tuesday, April 5,
4:00 - 6:00 PM, 1130 Mechanical
Engineering Building.

Pre-registration is required.
Please contact John Gardner at
jgardner@me.umn.edy or
612/625-2000 to register by
April 1.

Pizza will be served.
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Vehicles available to student organizations

CARS from
Page 1

not receive an annual stipend
from LDPB, are not eligible.

“A student cannot walk up and
say ‘I need a vehicle,” Hagen
said. *“Only recognized organiza-
lions can.”

According to Hagen, around 20
of the 60 University-owned
vehicles are fleet vehicles while
the remaining 40 are considered
work vehicles.

“They belong to different
departments. The farm has a few

vehicles. Facilities does, wo,”
Hagen said.

The  vehicles that the
University owns are all pur-
chased by the

BV ERSTISS
Generally,
after a fleet
vehicle reach-

es 100,000
miles, the
state  allows

to purchase a
new vehicle,
Hagen said.
That 1s why our fleet includes 20
vehicles that are four years old or
newer.

“All vehicles, with a few very
rare exceptions, are purchased

. “All vehicles with a few

very rare expectations

are purchased with a
state contract,”
Waldo Hagen,

the University Facilities management

director

with a state contract.” Hagen
said. “We do not deal with indi-
vidual dealerships ever.”

Throughout the last 6-8
months, though,
a new directive
from Governor
Jim Doyle
required the
University (o
sell six vehicles
in its fleet, going
from 66 to 60

total vehicles.

The vehicles

sold netted
about $9,100. according to
Hagen.

“The money we collected went
back to the governor’s general
fund,” Hagen said.

Want to design this page next year?
Pick up and submit an application to
304 North Hall. Any questions can be
e.mailed to student.voice @uwrf.edu.
All applications are due by April 20.

Make a difference, have a Voice!

walkin mousy. VWalk out dangerous.

1234 E. Main Street
949.555.1234

M-F 9-7 Sat. 9-6

Fantastic Sams

WHERE FASHION SENSE MEETS COMMON SENSE.

RVINE

Adult Cut &
Shampoo

$9.95

$10.00
Off
Foil
Highlight or
Color

1587
Paulson
Road

Next to the
new Subway,
across from

Shopko
426-7808

"Now Open

Most salons Independently owned and operated. ©2005 Fantastic Sams Franchise Corporation www.fantasticsams.com

No
appointment
necessary

Hours:_
Mon.-Fri.

9am - 8pm
Sun.
11am - 4pm

Are you ready for spring flowers?
Order a set of handmade cards for
yourself or a friend. Only $5 for 5
cards. www.freewebs.com/cards-
byamanda

Studlent Voice Business
4710 8. Third Street, 304 Norih Hall
River Falls, Wl 54022
Fhone: 4253624 Fax: 4250654

For Rent

Need storage space? Call River
Falls Mini Storage. Various
sizes. Month to month
lease. Rent as low as $40.00 per
month. Call 715-425-7510.

For Rent

GREAT ROOMS for 3 females;
newly decorated and fully fur-
nished. Close to campus.
Share bath, access to kitchen and
laundry, Utilities included. No
smoking. $275 and $300. Reserve
now for Summer and Fall. 651-
335-6427

.. CLASSIFIEDS

e ayertiss Here

The Student Voice offers great
rates for students as well as local
businesses. Advertising here will
get your word out to the entire
campus community. If you have
guestions, feel free to contact ad
manager Rachel Gaynor at tsvad-
vertising@uwrf.edu

Contact Advertising Manager Rachel

Gaynior for further questions by e-
mail at isvadverising @uwrteals

Job Opportunity

Part Time Work

Create Your Own Schedule
People Skills a Must
1-800-757-0130 code:17

For Rent

Two large rooms for two
females; adorable home, close to
campus. $325 + utilities, avail-
able immediately, 715-441-
9717.
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Toilef creates stir,
provokes thought

Sometimes I ask myself, “Is a
toilet art?” You probably recent-
ly asked this yourself if you
walked past the Kleinpell Fine
Arts building. There is a toilet
sitting on a stump outside of
KFA being displayed as art. As
far as toilets go, it is preity aver-
age. No padded seat or anything.
Just a white porcelain
toilet. So as I looked at
it T thought, “A toilet
on a stump? Cool!” But
[ also wondered about
the artistic merits of a
toilet and whether one
can Jegitimately be
considered  artwork.
Simon Wilson says that |
yes, a toilet can be art- i.,
work.

Simon Wilson is
an art expert living
somewhere in Great Britain. He
was quoted as saying “...the
idea that the creative process
that goes into a work of art is
the most important thing - the
work itself can be made of any-
thing and can take any form.”
Wilson made this statement in
an online BBC News article
while commenting about the
selection of Marcel Duchamp’s
“Fountain™ as the most influen-
tial modemn artwork of all time
by 500 art experts in December
2004. The “Fountain™ is, as
described by people in the artis-
tic community, 4 urinal, This
urinal beat out works by Picasso
and Warhol, to name just a cou-
ple. This isn't your typical pee-
stained, pubic hair-speckled uri-
nal. This is a urinal that recently
sold for $1.1 million at auction.
And vet, this is a urinal that, if
you put it in a lineup with 10
other urinals, you definitely
would not be able to identify it.

So if a urinal can be consid-
ered the most influential piece
of modem artwork of all time,
then the toiletoutside KFA
ought to be right up there. After
all, you can do more than just
urinate in a toilet. That’s gotta
count for something.

But as Wilson said. it is the
creative process that goes into a
work of art that counts, not
what the artwork actually looks
like. So I looked at a picture of
Duchamp’s “Fountain,” with all
itgartistic urinal qualities. tying
to figure out what it means. At
first all I could think of is, man,
I need to tinkle. After a while, [
came to the conclusion that it
means; Hey look! It's a urinal
on display in an art museum! As
for the creative process that
went into coming up with this

artwork, my guess is Duchamp
was on a deadline to submit
some artwork and was fresh out
of ideas. In frustration, he
ripped the urinal out of a
restroom wall and, not knowing
what else to do, signed his name
to it and called it art.

Duchamp also has a well
known piece called
“Bicycle Wheel,”
which - prepare to be
surprised - is a bicycle
wheel. But it's not just
any bicycle wheel. It's
a bicycle wheel
attached to a stool.
This is a seriou'sly
valuable piece of art-
.‘J work being housed at

the Museum of

ERricC HENNING Modern Art in New

York City. People
g0 to this museum to see this
piece and marvel at the amazing
genius of Duchamp,

“That’s amazing!"” they say.
“It’s a wheel just like the one
grandpa has in his garage. You
know, the one that grandma is
always trying to throw out. And
it’s attached to a stool that -
gasp! - looks just like grandpa’s
stool!”

But I did not bring Duchamp
up to point out that he had a lot
of spare time and easy access (o
a junkyard. I bring Duchamp up
to show that the toilet outside
KFA is not only legitimate art-
work, but also potentially muse-
um-quality work that could be
sold for millions.

The big question is, what does
the toilet outside KFA mean?
And what is the creative process
that went into creating it?

I think the toilet symbolizes
the depth of despair the artist
feels about his finances, as
related to the sale of his art-
work. To make his point. he
strategically placed the toilet in
a public place where people can
gauge his despair, and perhaps
feel compelled to buy some of
his artwork.

Creatively, the artist clearly
got his inspiration from the
Dadaist artistic movement, but
worked in a clever shout-out to
Duchamp himself.

Okay. so | totally don’t think
this toilet means anything. The
crealive process probably
involved little more than a keg
of beer, a truck, several frat
boys, and one very scared toilet.
All they wanted was to get peo-
ple to go, “Hey, there’s a toilet
outside!”

And you know what? They
suceeeded.

Drink Recipes

i
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7 Y $4,000 to $5,000
JOBS FOR STUDENTS

74
al UW-RF Facilities Management
ghagement has a number of summer posi-
S'"ORjour grounds, housekeeping paint and
air/maintenance crews. These are fu
from May 16th through September 2nd, Part-time sum-
mer school students will also be consigs -
ositions.
Starting salary is $7.25/hr. In additloy{
to stay on campus will have dorm room;
very reduced rate, |
Applications are available at the main offi
102) of the Maintenance and Central Storg

lI-time jobs

OFFBEAT

Dinner raises money for
eradication of polio

Eric Ebert
Assistant Editor

UW-River Falls students that are part of the
Chamber Singers ensemble took a trip back in time
to provide entertainment and help eradicate Polio.

The River Falls Rotary club, with the help of the
UW-RF Chamber Singers, organized a dinner to
raise money for the eradica-
tion of Polio,

According to the Rotary
International Web site, since
1988 Rotary International,
along with partner agencies,
has achieved a 99 percent
reduction in Polio cases
worldwide.

The River Falls Rotary
club organized the dinner and asked the Chamber
Singers to provide entertainment for the attendees,

The Chamber Singers chose a madrigal theme
from the Renaissance era for the dinner. Along
with various types of music, the Chamber Singers
performed an updated script from an older madri-
gal feast.

Chamber Singer Pat Callaghan said they adapted
the script to the songs and sang throughout the din-
ner.

Tickets for the dinner, held March 11 and 12, cost
$35 and included dinner and the entertainment
provided by the Chamber Singers. Although the
Rotary club paid for the meal and made a contri-
bution to UW-RE the remainder of the money
went to Polio eradication, Rotary member Marty
Matousek said.

“It feels really, really good to have a project like
that,” Matousek said.

Rotary International is close to eradicating Polio

“Polio has been eradicated
from almost every country in
the world except seven.

Marty Matousek, River Falis
Rotary Club member

worldwide and hopes to accomplish 100 percent
eradication this year.

“Polio has been eradicated from almost every
country in the world except seven,” Matousek
said.

Despite the serious reason for the dinner. the
madrigal theme added a lighthearted side to the
meal.

Costumes were used o add
to the madrigal theme of the
dinner

Chamber Singer Joe Aherns
said he was the only member
who had any theater experi-
ence and was responsible for
collecting the costumes.
Aherns also served as the
jester of the show and intro-
duced upcoming songs.

Other interesting methods were used to help raise
money for Polio.

Each night stocks were set up and local Rotarians
and Chamber Singers were locked up until money
was raised to free them. UW-RF director of choral
activiies J.W. Park also participated and was
locked in the stocks until $90 was raised.

Aherns said the audience was great both nights
and the Rotary people seemed to enjoy it too.

Even though Polio isn't a factor in the United.

States, Callaghan estimates that belween 150 and
175 people attended the event.

“It went very well,” Callaghan said.
reviews.”

Matousek agrees with Callaghan and said every-
body was impressed with the singers and the qual-
ity of the costumes and speaking parts.

“It was great,” Matousek said. *They did a great
job.”

“It got rave

their moves.

GO DADDY-O

Two students learn a few swing dance steps last Friday at the UW-River Falis
Swing Dance in Brandy’s. The event was held to raise money for the Jazz
Ensemble. The UW-River Falls Jazz Ensembles 1 and 2 played big band swing
music while UW-RF dance theater artistic director Mari Kline coached dancers on

FPhoto by Theresa Theobald

§Wr1’£e to us
via a “letter to
i the editor.”
W@mp by ‘304
Nﬁl‘-th Hall tcr
gwe it to us
W

i
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Off-Campus
Entertainment

‘Duran Duran

f Tunsday, 3422

| 7:30 pm.

. @XE&LBne;gy Center '
Saini Paul, Mina. y

538 25-$83.25

Los Lobos
Wednesday, 3/23
7:30 p.m.

Pantages Theatre
Minneapolis, Minn,
$38

¥y Chong
“T%w Mamuan&-l..ognes”
Friday 325
7:30 pan.

. Minneapolis. Minn.
$29 50 $§‘9 50

Kermy Chesney
Saturday, 3/26
7:30 p.m.
Xcel Energy Center
Saint Paul. Minn.
$49.50 - $59.50

Stwe Earle

Sundsy 3/27

i jéﬁ’n}'&- %e

- First Avenuc

i g?mea{go’l;s Min.
9

Kelly Clarkson
Wr.dnesda} 4/6
7:30 p.m.

State Theatre
Minneapolis, Minn.
$37

' John Mellencamp
+ edmsday.zﬁfﬁ

Nelly and the St
Lunatics
Wednesday, 4/7

8 p.m.

Northrop Auditorium
Minneapolis, Minn.
$52.50 - ‘¢;59 50

George Carlin
Thursday, 4/14
7:30 p.m.
Mystic Lake Casino
Hotel
Prior Lake, Minn.
$33 - $42

Sean Hannity with
the AM 1500 All

Stars

Friday, 4ff§

3 p.m.

- The ©'Shaughnessy
Saint Paul, Minn.
$25- $¥5

Bill Engvall
Thursday, 4/21
7 p-m,
Grand Casino Hinckley
Event Center
Hinckley, Minn.
":’5

Slwop Bogg
| Thursday, 4/21
iR
~ Target Center
. .‘\fhnneagohs, Mnm

St vl |

Maroon 5
Saturday, 4/23

7:30 p.m.

Xcel Energy Center
Saint Paul, Minn.
$33.25

‘Moby
Sunday, 424
7 pm,

First Avenue

aneapohs Minn.
- $28

Slipknot
Sunday, 4/24
7 p.m.
Xcel Energy Center
Saint Paul, Minn.
$H "5

Lewis Black
Thursday, 4/28
- 130 pan,

State Theatre

- Minneapolis. Mimi
- $35 _

Velvet Revolver
Thursday, 4/28
8 p.m,
Xcel Energy Center
Saint Paul, MN
$40.75
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- Open season on Garfield?
Conservationists, farmers welgh in on proposal

Patricia Bruhn
Staff writer

Silencing the cal’s meow in an attempl
to save Wisconsin's song bird popula-
tion could cause a lot of fur and feathers
to fly.

A proposal by La Crosse firefighter
Mark Smith states that hunters in
Wisconsin make free-roaming domestic
cats an “‘unprotected species” that
could be shot by anyone with a
small-game licénse.

Smith's proposal will be placed
before hunters on April 11 at the
Wisconsin Conservation spring
hearings in each of the state’s
72 counties.

The Conservation Congress,

a five-member elected body,
advises the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)
and the Legislature on nat-
ural resources issues such as
what to do with the ever-bur-
geoning number of feral cats
threatening the bird popula-
tion.

According to a study by UW-
Madison graduate student John
Coleman and wildlife ecology pro-
fessor Stanley Temple. cat densities
reach more than 100 animals per
square mile; several times more than all
similar-sized , wild predators such as
skunks. foxes, and raccoons combined.

Wisconsin DNR attorney Tim Andryk
said the vote of the Conservation
Congress will be “an advisory recom-
mendation™ to the state legislature.

*I think it is awesome, but I don’t
think this proposal will change much,”
UW-River Falls CAFES conservation
major Theresa Cahalan said. “It may
just define un-owned, free-ranging cats
as an unprotecied species.”

Cahalan said the proposal will
undoubtedly cause a riff between cat
lovers and those, like Smith, who see
the killing of free-ranging cats as the
way to stop these cats from killing wild
birds.

“Cat lovers are throwing a fit, but if
owners are not taking responsibility for

-

L

[
U= ] T

their  pets,

sumt.lhmg has to be

done,” Cahalan said. “Cats are formlda—
ble predators and will kill even when
they are not hungry. The birds don’t
have a fighting chance.”

Coleman and Temple, who trapped
more than 100 cats and analyzed their
stomach contents during a five-year
study, have estimated that 38 million
song birds and millions of smaller
mammals are killed by free-ranging
domestic cats each year in Wisconsin.

“It's obviously a very controversial
proposal,” Temple told the Leader-
Telegram. “But I think there really is a
basis for having a debate about it.”

———

The problem is so severe that

in 1997 the American Bird
Conservancy (ABC) began a national
campaign to educate cat owners about
the threat to birds from cat predation.

“Like many cat owners, | once thought
my cat was supposed to roam outside,”
coordinator of the ABC’s new Cats
Indoors campaign Linda Winter told
Minnesota DNR Fish and Wildlife
Today. “But the fact is that it’s better for
cats and for wildlife if they stay
indoors.”

Wildlife officials believe the only way
to reduce the damage lo birds by free-
ranging cats is for cat owners o keep
their pets indoors. Many municipalities

Pﬁofo Hlustration .by Micheal Fo/ey

currently have ordinances that require
cats to be kept indoors or on a leash.

However, these measures are rarely
enforced, causing some bird fans to take
matters into their own hands.

“Cat owners need to take responsibili-
ty for their animals,” said Michael
Kaltenberg, UW-RF CAFES professor
of forestry and environmental educa-
tion. “Killing is not a particularly posi-
tive action, but it has its purposes. It
could have a sizeable impact on keeping
them [feral cats] in check.”

For some farmers, stray cats also
threaten the health of their farm cats and

some of their livestock.
“Stray cats bring in diseases from farm

| to farm, and being a farmer, I can’t

afford to give all my cats rabies and
other shots. It’s too expensive,” UW-RF

3l CAFES agriculture education major Jon

Wantoch said.
game.”

Wisconsin DNR wildlife biologist,
Nancy Christel said the predator-prey
relationship between cats and birds is
unbalanced.

“Birds and mammals are not only los-
ing habitat to development, but they are
gaining an extra predator that is not part
of the natural wildlife relationship,”

“] say make them fair

i Christel said. “This prey relationship is

causing serious problems for some

i wildlife species.”

Wisconsin DNR studies have found

1 that the two most common causes of
¥l death for rural cats are disease and
M being run over by cars.

Christel said, “For the good of cats

%\ and birds, it is best to keep pet cats

indoors.™

Kt:ep cats indoors. If let out, then
cats on a fether, in a fenced area
or enclosed runway,

"Nmte; ca:s or otherwise prevent

K!-"Ep feeders and bluebu‘d houses
-away from trees or posts where cats:
can get to them,

“Don’t feed stray cats. This main-
r‘lﬂinshighcatdcnsmasthntklﬂnr
compete with wildlife.

“Don’t release unwanted cats in
rural areas. Take unwanted cats to an
animal shelter or humane society for

Tips provided by Wisconsin DNR
wildlife biéﬁag'_fs"f Nancy Christel

570 calories=one 8oz Margarita=one small Oreo Blizzard=4.5
cans of Bud Lic ht two custard fllled Knspy_ IKreme doughnuts

['co

NOW

for 2005- 2006
Fall Housing & Meal Plan

ON-LINE ON-LINE
RESIDENCE HALL | MEFAL PLAN
M) SIGN UP M) SIGN UP

* You will need te Enow your Falcon Account
Sign up for your

1 SOLIO

1 193¢ JISTOMPNg JO UBd U0 U

username (example: w2500000) and password.
o Go to hitp:/wew uwriedufstudent-services

b mumh}q sbt:;a?tuam;mmnm ;?u m\:.l?h:l::' F&" semEStef H]e&f
his/her eSIS 1D (example: w2500000).
» Projected Fall Semester double room rate is §1275.00, plaﬂ HOW!

REMINDER: esidential Services will be enforcing the Board of
Regents' policy hat all ist and &nd year studeats five In ihe
residence halfs.

Choose your Meal Plan when you do your
Residence Hall Sign Up. Your 2004-2005
plan DOES NOT carry over to the new
academic year.

bas

.;J i

In order to be eligible to live off campus, vou must have ai least two
complete years of full-time course study OF have recelved an exemption
from Mr. Larry Testa, Director, Residentlal Services, to live off campus for
the 2005-2006 academic year.

If you have signed up lor 2005-2006 Fall and are eligible 10 cancel your
housing contract (must fall within one of the above guidelines to be
eligible to live off campus). you will recelve a refund of your housing
deposit if canceled in writing by May 1. $005.

1f you are planning on taking J-Term classes next year. please note Grimm.
McMillan, Hathorn and Johnson Halls will be open over Semester Break.

[t

Q

SUIM UNOIYD PILLY DI U0 0} Jon

All Freshmen and Sophmores residing In the
University Residence Halls

ARE REQUIRED
to participate in one of the approved meal plans.

Throughout the sign-up process you may view the contract booklet on-fine plOiECi 2005-2006
at www uwrf sdfusudent-seryices/rv/pdBconirac:. pdi F I [ Q ]"' e B ~ "i "‘(I 1 ) ? j: -
March 14 - 290 FROM 7:45 - 4:30 PM. dll oemester es:

SINGLE ROOM SIGN Up = 19 Meal Plan $925 w/ $30 bonus points
The following wingsfioor will have single rooms next Fall: 151 Noris * New Flex 19 Meal Plan $1099 w/ $30 bonus points
g‘mﬂﬁ:@?’m Ist West Grimm, 15t East McMIlnn, and ol 'Aﬂy 14 M pl&ﬂ 5895 w}, sm hOBUS polms
f:.,“'“,::::’m st e e * New Flex 14 Meal Plan $1047 w/ $30 bonus points
number of credits earned as of February 1, 2005, . oAﬂy[QM]J]&nSSWwfswbonuspoim;
bl i plnyare ool gl il by gLt *New Flex 10 Meal Plan $1005 w/ $30 bonus points
:::‘I“"m‘ "‘":::l ::::‘:”"m”z"“:;m “““m“w"‘m L « Take 5 Meal Plan $832 w/ $165 bonus points

a € room wal I,

umyﬁml?mqﬂxlwwn You will be *+{ipper Option $575 w/ $50 bonus points may& yogalsmdy have

APRIL 4 - 5 AFTER 8:00 AM.

** The Upper Option Meal Plan does not meet . * . f
A current hal resident may reserve a space presen : ok (N 3 e stk by
mo':.u:.._ 3 SN, § the mandatory requirement for Freshman and s | UW 'lhu not f" 8 .""- {1 .,'..". tRErn
Sophomores residing in the University e 'S = . gk 224 e 2 : ) - S8 =0 VAT
T . Aty ha G 11T e e o sl ,
APRIL 6 FROM 8.00 AM. TONOON R e 115 bon i T o b Somiort liguor has the sa umber O alories as ONI
wings/Bioor. No retierning seudent wilf be allowed to stay on the above required lo participate in a standard plan, MY 1 ll)'- o I3t ¥R ATVOYTIT M 2
Usted wings/Hoar Apell 6 has been set aside for you to choose an open space (Juniors, Seniors, commuters, 21 years oid, AN O 1774 FLUL LnIx | (L DEDDCTONTPIEZa &

in your current residence hall. See the letter In your campus maillbox
regarding the procedure to follow.

APRIL 7 - 8 AFTER 8:00 A.M.
A current hall resident may reserve o space In his of her present

those with independent status)

Detalled information regarding the meal plans can
be found on our Food Services web site at

Student Health Services 425-3293

SURBEICR Al Sk wwow.uwrf edu/student-services/fs.
APRIL 11 - 15 AFTER 8:00 AM. AN :
It I ARTER MO0 AN, et L A According to the Core Alcohol and Drug Survey taken by you

If you have questions regarding sign up, please email us at housing@uwrf.edu food@uwrf.edu If you have any questions.

in 2002...54% of males drink 0-5 drinks per week, and 70% of
&mﬂcsdnnkﬁ-.%dunkspetweek.

Toptcs i booinl 2008 TOOSOpnag Adsymazasd

ude by: Lamsso Fildes, dpring 3005
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SPECIAL

An in- depth look at changes in
Greek life from alcohol to academics

Eric Ebert
Assistant Editor

he Animal House image of hazing and hooligans,
parties and practices has dominated campus
stereotypes about Greek life for many

years.

Greeks are rarely thought of as the over-
achieving campus leaders, devoted communi-
ty supporters and academic scholars. Yet
many of today’s politicians and business
executives have ties to a sorority or frater-
nity at their alma mater.

Greek life has experienced many changes |
over the past 40 years, especially in the I
areas of hazing and academics,

However, traditions of hazing date back
much farther than 40 years.

Brian Hansen, writer for CQ Researcher
Online, wrote an article entitled “Hazing™ in 2004, which cov-
ered hazing throughout society.

According to Hansen, Greek life in the United States began
in the early 1800s, but early Greek hazing rituals were pretty
tame, However, the first hazing death occurred more than 100
years ago in 1873,

Throughout history hazing incidents became more severe,
and starting in 1970, began heavily incorporating alcohol,

According to Hansen, in 1980 a student at the University of
South Carolina passed out and choked to death after fraterni-
ty members urged him to drink large quantities of alcohol.

UW-River Falls Greek advisor Sean Blackburn said during
the mid 1980s the Animal House image grew to its peak.

“Because when people don’t think, that’s when we get in
trouble.” Blackburn said.

But through the late 1980s and early 1990s, the national
Greek community worked to confront the stereotypes and bad
behavior.

In 1997, the North-American Interfraternity Conference, an
‘organization that promotes the advancement of fraternities,
encouraged its 66 member fraternities to maintain alcohol-
free chapters.

According to Hansen, that same year the fraternities of Phi
Delta Theta and Sigma Nu banned drinking; beginning in
2000.

However, some Greek organizations still practice hazing
even though national policies ban it.

Aaron Taber, 2 member of Theta Chi Fraternity, was sub-
Jjected to hazing during his first year at Arizona State
University.

Although Taber was told he would not be hazed, during the
initial pledge ceremony initiated brothers made the pledges
take four shots of alcohol.

“A lot of hazing comes flat-out from alcohol,” Taber said. *1
thought Theta Chi was a stereotypical Animal House fraterni-
ty.,3

Throughout the first year of Taber’s membership to Theta
Chi at Arizona State, he and other new members were yelled
at and blamed for problems.

“You really learn to bite the bullet there,” Taber said.

Despite experiencing hazing first-hand, Taber said the worst
incident he witnessed happened after his initiation.

In this incident a new member, already sick with pneumonia,
was Kidnapped, stripped down to his boxers and thrown in a
dumpster filled with ice-water in January. The brothers then
threw other things, like mustard, on him for two hours, Taber
said.

Taber later reported the chapter to the Theta Chi
International Headquarters.

*“I definitely didn’t take part in any of
the hazing,” Taber said.

Fred Benson, alumnus brother of the
Zeta Sigma chapter of Theta Chi at
UW-RF, shares Taber’s views on
hazing.

“l never enjoyed hazing
myself. [1 could] never bring
myself to do it,” Benson said.

Benson joined Theta Chi
in the spring of 1970 and
also experienced hazing.

As a pledge Benson

was forced to wear a
pledge helmet and

carry a pledge log (a
large piece of wood).
Since 1970, Theta Chi
has adopted a national
anti-hazing policy and an
alcohol-free house policy.

“People who haven’t
done what Theta Chi has
done are taking a lot of
risk.)”’ Benson said.

Other local fraternities
and sororities have adopted
similar policies regarding
hazing and alcohol.

The Alpha Psi chapter of
Alpha Gamma Rho (AGR)

Graphic by Neng Yang

N T

came into existence at UW-RF in 1968,

Glen Groth, an AGR member, said during the 1950s and
1960s things like hazing and drinking went unchecked by
many fraternities. :

However, fraternities across the pation have realized that
hazing doesn’t benefit chapters. Groth said AGR was 3
) one of the first fraternities to nationally adopt a no- -
b, hazing and ne-pledge policy,
Y  AGR member Jason Berdan agrees that hazing
3 has never been important to their chapter. k
\ ““Our alumni wanted no hazing from the word
| go,” Berdan said. Ly
"\ The Gamma Phi chapter of Sigma Sigma
blgma (Tri Sigma) sorority has been at UW-RF
*J since 1969 and shares similar views on policies -
involving hazing. _ ‘y
Tri Sigma practices a zero-tolerance poliey with
hazing. ‘1

“We’re really strict on alcohol and hazing policies,” Katlva
Kaiser, president of Tri Sigma, said,

Because of their zero-tolerance policy toward hazing, Tri
Sigma has been able to focus more on academics. Tri Sigma
maintains grade point average and other standards for its
members.

“We all really focus on school,” Kaiser said.

This focus has allowed Tri Sigma to achieve a high group
GPA, which averaged 3.7 during the 2004 spring semester.
Kaiser said they are really proud of their grades, which is one
of their main sorority focuses. ¢

Fraternities and Sororities at UW-RF also practice djﬂ'eren!
recruitment policies

Fraternities on campus have relatively few restrictions to
how and when they recruit, but UW-RF sororities participate
in a more restrictive process called formal recruitment.

During formal recruitment, some current sorority members
disassociate from their sororities to lead potential new mem-
bers through the recruitment process without influence from
one group. :

Throughout the week of formal recruitment, poten-
tial new members are introduced to-ail of the
sororities on campus. At the end of the week,
new women are extended bids based on
which group likes them and which
group they like.

Developing these recruit-
ment policies and advising
Greek life has also created
career opportunities. W

Blackburn, who started at  *
UW-RF in January, said being
a founding father of the Delta
Tau Delta fraternity at Virginia :
Tech got him started on his current career,

Since graduating in 2001, Blackburn has served as adﬂsor
for Delta Tau Delta and directed a Greek housing complex af’
Virginia Tech. e

Blackburn said Greek life here isn’t as prominent when
compared with other campuses. While Greeks comprise abo
4 percent of the campus, it could easily be around 10 percept,
Blackburn said.

As part of his new plan for Greek life, Blackburn wants
Greek organizations to grow by 10 percent each year for three
years.

However, to make this goal, Blackburn said Greeks must
become more visible on campus and do things that display
community service. Greeks must also be at or above the aver-
age campus GPA. g

‘*We‘ll see how the grades turn out,” Blackburn said. “I’m

hoping for good things.”
Some good things have already come from
the UW-RF Greek system. With all of the
stresses associated with college life, Greek
life has kept some students on campus,
“There is more than one time I
could’ve walked away from
this university,” Berdan said.
But because of the life-long
friendships Greek life devel

.

| Y
)

n’t walk away from 50 of ==
his brothers. '
For others, Greek
has built a foundatio
of memories. _
“T like having some-
thing to do and doing it with
my sisters,” Kaiser said.
“My favorite memories
from college will always he
my Sigma memories,”
And for a few people, it even
dictates the course of their life.
“I love my experience, proba-
bly my best year in college,”
Blackburn said. *It propelled q
me on this whole course of my :
life.”
Which only confirms the
saying that: ‘Greek is for life.’

A
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