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1, 

THE 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 

At River Falls, Wisconsin 

IS FULLY EQUIPPED FOR THE TRAINING OF TEACHERS 

A strong and enthusiastic Faculty, a comfortable and com­
modious building, ample equipment and a location in every 
way favorable to learning make it a most desirable place 
in which to secure a Pedagogical Education. 

TuitioB in the Normal Department is FREE to those who 
I 

intend to teach in Wisconsin. 

There is connected with the Normal Department a model 
school of nine grades in three rooms, serving as a practice 
school for the Normal students. To gain admission to the 
model school, application should be made some time in 
advance, as the rooms are crowded. There is no tuition fee 
charged in these schools. 

Among the special features in t~e school are the Depart­
ment of Manuel Training, a Department of Domestic 
Science, Music, Drawing, G.vmnastics, a School Orchestra, 
Glee Clubs, a Debating Society, an Athletic Club and a 

Y. W.C. A. 

A Summer School lasting six weeks 

will be held in July and August. 1909 

For full particulars write to the president, 

W. J. BIUER 
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Nnrmal 

ORATIONS 
WILLIAM M cKINLEY. 

By Earl Whitcomb, River Falls. 

On Sept. 19, 1901, the grave closell 
over a man who, a few years before, 
had been chosen by the people of the 
United States from among their num­
ber to be at tre head of their nation, 
to preserve, protect and defend their 
Constitution, and to safely hold and 
keep the honor and integrity of the 
republic. 

On that memorable day for five 
minutes the usually ceaseless click 
of the telegraph was hushed, traffic 
obeyed the command to dead halt, all 
means of transportation came to a 
standstill, and American humanity 
stood with bared heads, paying silent 
tribute to their chief. 

His service had been brought to a 
close, not by the lapse of time, but 
by the tragedy of assassination. He 
had passed from the scenes of earth, 
bearing the laurels of bis country­
men's approval, but amid the tears 
and ~obs of a mouming nation. 

But why should a nation dress her­
self in mournini:;? Why should me­
morial sermons be preached through­
out tl1e length and breadth of the 
land? Why should all nations of the 
earth give sincere tokEns of sympathy 
on the occasion of the cleath of a 
mere individual? Was it because he 
had led conquering hosts in battle? 
Was il because he had embodied 
some great purpose? Was it because 
Le had built up a world-wide empire, 
that his death shoul d be thus uni­
versally mourned? 

No! The reason must be sought 
elsewhere. 

Willirm McKinley was from his 
bi1 th typically American. There is 
probably no n1vironments anywhere 
else in the wol'lcl capable of produc­
ing his equal. He was a poor boy, 
but in the same sense that nearly all 

the great men this republic has ever 
produced were poor boys. 

At the age of seventeen, he heard 
the call of his country, and be did not 
hesitate. He had other dreams in 
life, but his mind presented no choice. 
He en l isted as a private, and before 
the close of the war was advanced to 
the rank of major and was brevetted 
by President Lincoln for bravery in 
battle. 

At the close of the war, he, as one 
of the sensible millions, immediately 
laid down his sword, and began to 
make up the time spent in war. He 
attacked Blackstone's commentaries 
as he would a hostile regiment. He 
attended Albany Law school, was ad­
mitted to the bar, and spent years 
in the study of constitutional law. 

He possessed a remarkahle power 
of making friends. He had the ut­
most faith in his country and her 
institutions. These were the things 
which very naturally drew him into 
politics. He was elected state's at­
torney in 1869; th€n we see him 
climbing upward through two terms 
in the governor's chair, twelve years 
in the balls of congress and four in 
the prefidency. He filled all of these 
offices to the singular satisfaction of 
his const'tuents. 

And when tile great service of his 
life, the crowning cri is of his career 
came, and war had bl'Ought new 
duties and unforeseen responsibiliti<•s, 
he was ready. He knew the secret 
lleart and the inner purpose of the 
Jane] he ruled and the people he l ov­
ed. 

His famous d'spatch to Dewey, sent 
through the sea.s and aero s the 
continen ls to Hongkong, opened the 
war with a tburiclerclap, the old city 
of Manila was shaken by the roar 
of American cannon, and the vaunted 
Spanish fleet was burned in lhe surf, 
all within a week after war had been 
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declared. 

Tile picture of the presidC'nt, from 
the time of the destruction of the 
Maine 'n Havana harbor, until the 
cesBation of ho~tilities, calmly sit ting 
at his desk. with hand on every de­
partment, int,ntly playing the great­
est game in the world, has brought 
forth p, ofound admiration from mil­
lions. 

He neilher spurned 11rece<lenl nor 
dicl novelty urge him on to rasl ness. 
\\'ithout haste and without h sitation, 
he resolutely led the nation lo a new 
place among the nations of the earth. 
He accepted the n w respon,;ibi:ities 
which came upon our nation, and 
without flinching took up "thC' white 
man's burden." and added to our 
hroacl domain a thom,and islands in 
the tropic seas. 

As an orator, 'William McKinlC'y was 
supreme. h ' longing to that class of 
vnblic speakers wro devote their 
time to the matter of thC'ir digconrse 
and leave the mann,r of il<.; Pxpres­
s;on to nature. At one time hP w1s 
taunted al.Jou{ receiving only a sma1 1 
rnajo1 ily at an election lo congress. 
:\1r. :\icKinlPy repliE'd: "Ah. mv 
friend, my fldC'lity to my com,tituents 
is not measured by the support they 
give me. l have convictions whinh 
T would not surrender nor refrain 
from advocating if ten thousand m 1-

jority were C'llt erecl ag-ainsl me." 

Ah, there is the Jdnd of a man to 
he set up to the em 1lation of the 
world! That is the kind of men this 
world needs. Men whose convictions, 
when once established. can not he 
shaken. If we had more of such m en 
we shou!d hrar less abont the rotten­
ness of no Ii tics; the "buying" of in­
dividuals, conventions, ancl legiR­
latures, and ''climbing on the bancl 
wag-on." Here was a man who could 
not be bought at any price. 

Does it not seem strang-e that a life 
so noble, a life so spotleRs. should find 
an enemy capable of destroying its 
vital spark? 

The crime! What was il? 
"\Ve sec in it the worst of all we 

0ut-
have ever known. The most d 

'tt d • tb'S 'f111 • ragcous ever com1111 e 111 • -aer 
lt is easy to sC'e how the 111u

1 
s· 

of a king mav cut thC' line of surce 
. d b · • · l stY. ]lOW s1on an nng 111 a new , yna , , 

a chan°·e in ministry mav mean a ne" 
"' J aer-

1 olitical policv. but in a well or 
ed republic, li·ke ours, the leader rn::: 
fall, but the state reels no treJ1l 
Our constitution provides us witlJ a 
s··c<'C'~·~or, idPntical in political poliCY 
wilh the executive in power. Ill 

Theo :ore Roo~<>vt''.t we were g-iven a 
man who swon' to smite with ir

0I1 

l1 and any rnanifC'station of thnt liid~­
ons monster that had murdered ht

9 

vredecessor. 

It was Javery that struck down 
Abraham L'ncoln; the "spoils sys­
tem" tl at assassinated JanPs Gar­
field: anarcl1y that murdered v\'illiani 
McKinley. nut more than emancipa­
tion proclanu.tions; more lhan reeol!l­

t ions or couven t ;ons • more th.111 P 115 

or ,caffolds or strlneent Jaws. the 
pur<'. just an(! loving- ·spirits of these 
martyrs have given the fat::il thru

9t 

to t hP helli~h powers that assas~:inat­

ed tl1 em. 
"I et no one hurt him,'' are words 

wl•ich. ~poken or the dastard who 
had t~ken his lifP. emllo1lying- the di­
\.ine ~pirit of protecting forgiveness 
wl'irh ch:>racterizC'd the attitude of 
\\'i''iam McKinlPy toward every fel­
lcw being-, fri nd or foe. as did the 
closing "orcls of his last publ'C 
~I ('C'Ch c!eliVC'l'C'd the daY 11erore. , • d 
i,;how I is b1oacic'r !'yrnpathy and e:00 

will toward all th<' wor'd. ]lis 1)<' 11 e­
diC'tion was 11ronounced in th e ~imPle 

words: 
"Our enrnC'Rt prayC'r is thal God 

will g1 aciously vouch safe Jll'O~Perit)·. 
h,1ppinef's Pnd pc,ace to all our ne·ii;h-
1.;ors, and likC' blessings to all th<' peo-

1 I< 8 and powPrs of the earth." 

Nothing has given more clignity or 
g-randeur to till' career of tile mart,,i·· 

d prcsiclC'nt than his dying hour. Of 
a11 the imtll'C'SRive words IH' had 
spoken during- his lifetime, and tlWY 
we're many, none arC' so sure of iOl· 
mortal rcrncmhrance as his last con-
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Ecious message: "It is God's way. 
His will, not ours, be done." 

Eome hours before the end came, 
the president aroused From a stupor 
and asked for his wife. The doctors 
stepped back as Mrs. McKinley en­
lerecl the room. The president slip­
l}ed his wasted hancl into hers and 
wilh his last strength drew her to 
him. 'l'l, en there were said words loo 
sacred for human lips to voice again, 

too holy for human ears to h ar again. 
The 1wes1dent was say ing farewell lo 
tre woman he loved best. • 

After Mrs. McKinley disappeared 
into her own apart men ts the shadows 
ov,erspread the president's features 
again. Il was the limP of supreme 
anguish, the acme of human pa'n. His 

lips moved feebly: 

"'Nearer my God lo Thee!'" 
re said; an.cl the watchers listened 
breathless: 

"'TJ-ough like a wanderer, 
'l'he sun gone clown; 
Darkness Le over me, 
My 1 est a stone 
Yel in my dreams I'cl be 
Nearer my Geel Lo Thee, 
Near€r to Thee!'" 
Tren came, "Goocl-by, good-by all, 

Tl is God's way . His will, not ours, 
be rlone." Then a rloctor with his 
fin~er on lhe pulse spoke: "Tl is over; 
tre 11resiclent is no more." 

He llad pasEed lo his last tr:umph 
and his greatest-a triumph over 

death itself. 
As we reacl the story of these last 

moments, whose darkness was faith 
illumed, we have revealed to us what 
foe apost'e meant when he said: "O 
Death. where is thy sling? 0 Grave, 
where is thy victory?" 

Thus pas~ed away a m:in whose 
vreclcminant charactorist ics were 
moral strength and un0inch:ng cour­
age lo do the righl as he saw it, ir­
resp€ctive of temporary consequences. 
A n atural gentleness, a willingness 
to oblige even h 1s encmi €s an d his 
utter lack of vindictiveness; a quiet, 
dignified, modest, consideration of oth­
ers; £.ver mindful of his friends, no 

matter what the personal sacrifice; 
unwavering in integrity, with a heart 
full of sympathy for those who toil, 
a disposition unspoiled by success, 
and a priviate life absolutely spotless, 
William McKinley stood before the 
American people as one of the finest 
tyi;es of courageous, persevering, 
vigorous, and fully developed man­
hood, thal this great republic of ours 
bas ever produced . 

"As a statesman. the idol of mil­
lions of people; as a citizen, the 
grandest of his nation; as a man, the 
noblest anc1 purest of his race." 

THE MAN FOR THE AGES. 

By Julia Van Kirk, Superior. 

All great and good things come at 
a high price. The world wants men 
who accomplish great deeds, noL [or 
r:e1.,onal aggrandizement, bul for the 
we~fare of human·ty. It wants men, 
who. with no tho,1ghl of self, enter 
unrernrvcdl,1 into the work which 
they knew ,o be right; who, regard­
l ess of immediate results, keeping 
[ailh through apparent defeat, press 
unflinchingly on, trnsting for the final 
outcome, to the ull'm1te victory o[ 
tre highest goocl. Such men were 
W, sUngton, L'nco!n ancl Grant. Tb ey 
accomplished their aim during life 
a11·cf lived to be lauded as the heroes 
of the world. They are in no danger 
of being forgotten or mi,juclged. They 
were honored an d will ever continue 
to lJe honored . Thcre[ore, nothing 
furllier need bf' said of them. 

But there is a grand old Amer'c 3n 
tero, who knew not the satisfaction 
of rnccess. who. forsaken by the peo­
p'e whom 11 tri ed to help, di cl on 
the ,caho·d bv the rand of the gov­
e1nm ent l: e worked 1o save. A mJn, 
who, even to the present clay. is mis­
juclg; cl. l;ecrw,e on the surface he 
was a failure. but in reality he was 
so _!!reat that the common mine] does 
not comprehend him. That man is 
John Bi own. Bis was the blow need­
eel to rouse tre North to a sense of 
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imminent danger; his was the sacri­
fice needed to awaken the dormant 
nobility of their natures; his was the 
soul that inspired the soldiers as they 
marched against slavery; bis is the 
€'xample of the true hero, wanted in 
all agrs, the man who acts resolutely 
for the furtherance of right, losing 
himself in the rause of humanity. 
Washington is th, father of onr coun­
try: Lincoln the rnvior of the Union; 
and John Brown the one sent ahead 
making straight the way of cm rncina-
U=. • -

Two such contradictory institutions 
as s!avery and drmocrac_,. co•1lcl not 
continue to grow together: one mnst in 
time, and that in a very short time, 
overcome the other. \Vhat rnuRt b 
done? Liberb-, the foundation of de­
mocracy, must be rescued from the 
deadening effect of slavery_ Clay, 
Webster, and Calhoun l:ad labored for 
more than thirty years at compro­
mises Their efforts were futi!c, for 
alrea(]y the South had become brutal­
ized by long sacrifice of natural sym­
JJathy to material gain; al ready the 
~orth had become apa(hctic and 
tardened, accepting slavery as a nec­
essary <1vil to be tole1·ate,1 among the 
Southerners. The decisive action and 
tl:e inspiration of a great unselfish 
character were needed to ron.-e the la­
tent nobEity of the North, to make 
th m realize the appalling danger that 
was threatening and to st'r them to 
immediate 2nd coHcentrated action 
that the monster of slavery mie;ht be 
slain before it had completely rlead­
ened their sensibilities. 

Then came .Joi II Brown, "like a 
great cataract, forcing the troubled 
waters rapidly onward to their final 
disappearance in the broa,l ocean of 
emanci1,ation.'' He saw that only 
a great shock would awakc>n mc>n to 
ealize that so long as slavery existed, 

the very government was not longer 
safe. Not only for the sake of the 
s1aves. but for the sake of hoth orth 
and f'louth , s1avery must be ab0lisl1ed. 
To t his purpose John Brown 9et his 
life· for this purpose John Brown 

ga, his Jifi' . . 
1 

the 
He first went to Kansas to ti< ·e 

' 11101 
Frl eholders. Then he formed a s _ l!lve., 
extemeive 1,lan for frceme; th e 5 tbeir 
expecting that t11,~y woul,1 l end_ the 
aid. Tit,, pl;ace chosen to begi~ lie 
work was Harper's_ Ferry. Th\:,-es 
fUC('ee,' ::-d in cal)tllrmg. bul the 5 -own 
disap1 ointed him. Neverth---'ess 131 be 
fhowed no dismay nor was ce 
,li~·conragecl. For thoue;l, the chan 

,yas 
J•e h~d o·iven them to be f,·ec 

" . niose 
irretrievably lost, yet his ptl 1_ 

• h d I rue' 
was accomplished, for he a 5 of 
the tC'lling b'ow, and the result __ 1 • JJII E'C 
th·tl hlow-his own cleath-m 5 f 

< e -
lhe North to pnt forth strenuot15 

. free-
fort bY which his life a:rn. the d • . be 
ing of the slaves, was accompJ15 • 

1 -acter 
John Brown's work and c Jal'. 

1 
e-

have been misjlldged by maM t~e 
call··e or inaccurate knowledge of 

'. . . . t, 'l'he motive which promplecl his ac s. 
crnc-1 treatment wh;ch his Fons re­
c0ived in K~nsas caused many to b~­
lie\'e that his <leech, thNe were JJlere­
Jy th<' out hr, a king of a hastr im­
J;lll~<' to revenpe. A closer studY ~f 
!·is life shows this to be false. Ills 
deech; were the culmination of a Jong­
cher-i!,hNl resolve to Cree the slave. 
\\'l'C'll a child of twelve years. he -was 
fent on an en-and to the home of a 
slavC'-holdC'r. wl1 0 made much of hilll, 
rr: ising Ms courage. arnl admiring 
ris witty sayings. But th's made no 
irn " r<'~si0n on the boy_ for his srm-
1 ath< tic ;;p'rit walS tortured bY the 
figl, t of the crnclly innicte,l on a 
1J1 itd1t little slave lloy of his own age. 
This n,ade him reflect on thC' wretch­
C'd fOndilion of those> litt'e slave !Joys 
nnd girls "ho wei-0 forced to liYe 
\,itrout the lovC' and protect;on of 
fatl:Pr or motlH'r. It was th<?n that 
l 0 cl< trrrninecl to direct his life 
against slavpn·. Tho•1gh th0 decisive 
blow in Kansas clid not fall for forty­
thr<'C' yC'ars, yet fnc(s in his life show 
that lw 110ver forgot his resolve. He 
was no( im1rnh-dn'. hp awailrd tht> 
proppr timt' to strike. 

D<>callH<' h<> was so intent upon the 
ronsumm·1tion of his resolution and 
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plunged into the midst of his task, 
seeming not to realize the poverty 
and death which it brought upon his 
own family, he is accused of being, 
by nature, hard hearted and brutal. 
Again facts disclose the conti iry. He 
was a man sensitive and gentle, ab­
honing bloods heel and warf...,re. All 
through life until the time ,vhen he 
felt called lo fight slavery he was 
known as a "non-resistant." In prac­
tice, as well as in princip\..;, be fol­
lowed the sermon on thb mount; 
when farmer Ruggles stol e one of his 
sheep he offered him ano ' her; wh€n 
he beat him with a hick( ry whip he 
folded his arms like a 1m1.ctyr. There 
was no spirit of revenge. When he 
related the tragic death of his sons, 
tea1 s ran down his cheeks. Does this 

show hard-hearted brutality? At 
Harper's Ferry, he allowed the rail­
road train to go on, show•ng that he 
had not come to kill; he allowed the 
prisoners to go out with an escort to 
assure their families that they were 
st ill unharmed. Does not this show 
unusual sympath y? He could have 
saved hi» own ! ife by escaping into 
the mountains, bul, forgetful of self, 
he rl?mained to be captured. Since 
tl!e slaYeA did not rally to his stand­
anl. they could be freed only by the 
influence his capture and noble death 
might have upon the North. vVith 
cne ,on dead al his feet, as he felt 
the i,Jow unsteady pulse of another 
son, te called out, "I snrrender.'' 
When the door was battered in, he 
was lying unarmed on the floor of the 
engine room, yet he received five 
severe sword cuts from his cowardly 
captors. Still he had the generosity 
lo ~ay that he bel•eved their acts 
were due lo the excitement of the 
moment rather than to any intent to 
l:arm him. 

The third accusation against John 
Brown is that he disobeyed the laws 
::nd committed a treasonable act in 
attacking Harper's Ferry. His act 
was not treason, for his object was to 
save the government which pronounc­
ed him guilty of treason. True, be 

did act contrary to law, bul so did 
our colonial forefathers oppose the 
laws of England in the Revolutionary 
War; y,•t who will gainsay the jus­
tice of their act? Law, to be kept 
pure, needs to be guarded, and some­
times lo be rescued, frou the hands 
of ruffians who seek to use iL for sel­
fish purposes. It needs the strong 
knight with courage to wrest it from 
unholy hands even at the cost of h's 
life. This John Brown did at Harper's 
Ferry. 

John Brown's work and !:is char­
:>cter are inseparable. As the lover 
or art, in the study of a masterpiece, 
looks, and looks again, still perceiv­
ing cnly partially the deep sense of 
beauty rortrayed in the picture, as 
be leaves the rnusenm turns involun­
tarily for a last vain attempt at com­
prehension, so the world will gaze 
with int:reasing admiration when 
B1 O\vn's life is understood. 

Such is the man to whom our na­
tion owes so great a debt. It was 
John Brown who struck lhe first blow 
in the wal' against slavery; it was he 
who, by his examJlle, showed that 
thcr•' werP abol'Lionists willing to 
sacrifice money, property, loved ones, 
life. lo emancipate the sl aves; it was 
he who interpre:ted the Constitution 
by showing North and South that 
eo long as slavery existed within 
ll:eir boundaries the Union was no 
longer safe and that there was no 
con.promise ground. \,Vhere is there 
a better example of a truly great 
hero? He Jives, noL on l:v in the an­
nals of a nation, 1.;ul aim in the his­
tory o[ the world; his name will go 
down through the ages illumined, not 
effaced. hy the rnngh usage of' time. 
He was a diamond in the rough, the 
eublirnity of whose l'fe, the light or 
wl:orn character, shine forth with 
greatest brilliancy aher passing 
1.h1ough the 11ost severe grinding, 
wl:ich only the rarest diamonds can 

withstand. 

While still suffering from wounds 
the courageous old man was dragged 
inlo court for tria 1, a physical wreck, 
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there to take his final stand for 
emancipation. In his last :,;pPcch be­
fore this court, he said: "I think I 
can nol now better serve the cause 
I iove so muC'h t ban to clip for it. 
and in my death I may do more than 
in my l:fe.'· Thus. greatest al 
the end, whc>n most mc>n won:d 
have been w(akest, sitting on 
]lif, own coffin, he mack his last 
journey, and "with the 1,te11 of the 
conqueror," rnouHted tlw scaffold, 
merely requPsl ing that the 01(! be 
made brief. This, his last request. 
was denied. Yet Ite stood without a 
shudder, with tre cap ovC'r his ey<s 
and the rope a lloul his nE>ck, full ten 
minutes, for the sake of a formal 

him great? 
Th' lundam 'ntal policies of Theo­

dore Roosevelt are 1>~ ~c 1 on personal 
qualities of the man hinu,elf-his 
courage, his indomitable will. his ab­
~clute sureness or vision, and above 
a'l. the burning zeal with which he 
hurls himEelf agiiins1. wrong and in­
ju;;t ke. His 1:•Jlicies a1·e not devices 
or the intellEct, to be coolly discussed 
and modified. He has sl owly Jived 
th m into being. 

A retrospect of hi!-i life is there­
fore our best aid in gras11ing their 
significance. In the strength or his 
~oung manhood lw went forth de­
termined to "makC' things b<'t tn in 
this world, even a little lJC'ltN. be-

n,iJi{ary parade. Th's is thC' cul ,uinat- caufe he ]'art livPcl in it.•• Yet. noble 
ing evidence of hi!'l greatness which 
made ~o strong an impression on the 
North. 

:\1any goocl men there were, who. 
like Errerrnn, Thoreau, and Phil'ips, 
could agitate and tPI' what ought to 
be done, but, to cr:n;tal!ize sentiment, 
the urgent nePd v:as for the man who 
<-ou l d and would act. Becam,e .John 
B1own, unselfishly, with nnswerv•n~ 
fidelity to 1ight. did resolutpJy thl' 
work before him as he saw it in the 
light of conscience, he standR m, the 
l:ighest exarnrle of the man for the 
a_ges. 
"The man who is strong to fight his 

fight, 
And who~e will no front can daunt, 

If the truth be truth and t hC' right 
be right, 

Is the man that the ag<'s want. 
Tltougl: he fail an,! die in grim de­

feat, 
Yet he has not fle,l thC' strifc>. 

Anrl the housp of earth wi!l seem 
n:orE' !'iWE'C't 

For the J.E'rfnm< of his lif<'." 

TME GREATNESS OF THEODORE 
ROOS EV EL T. 

BY J. Charles AnRpach, 11ilwaukee. 

\Vhat mak<'s Roosevelt g;rC'at? Is it 
his 1iolicies? I[ so, what ar(' bis 
1 olicies and why should t lwy make 

rs was such a nsolution. what coul d 
this honest youth Hc<·om 1lish 'n an 
agE' or graft and corrupticn? ,\ 11. an 
indomitab:e will that knew no re­
i:<(t aint, an und,urntl'cl coura:~e that 
fC'arC'cl no fo~, and an inten~e C'arnest­
llC'ss that shirkfll no clnt~· wer<' keen 
W('H )H'nS with wl ich he might w i n 
any < on f!ict. 

SeE' l:im uncll'r h's first po' i tical 
"bofs," making 11'<' rounds, canvass­
ing for a SC'at in thC' New York stat<' as­
f<'mhly. ~ee hii 1 as hC' clenounc's 
that "hoss" ,'IHI his infamous gang 
ancl 1auncl cs out on an incl<'P<'lldC'nt 
1 0 1itical careC'r. SC'P him in the state 
1, gi!-1 t11rp fc•ar!N·~ly <lem rnding the 
imi;<'a<-h1wnl of t I'<' ronn ·ving ,J ndge 
\\'<>~throok and <'X!:o~ing- tlH' rin~­
h•acl<'rH in tlwir contC>mptilJ;<' and 
scanualous corruption. BC'l"on' th<' 
rlosl of 1,h, first te1 m the nanw or 
Tlwodore ROOHC'\'l'lt wng known from 
Buffalo lo l\lontauk Point and pt'ople 
l'VPry,, lit'r<' wc>rc prabing him. 

/q11,oint,,t1 as ci\·iJ scrvlC'e comm is­
~io1wr, he turn, cl fl'( Ill dl'llllll~·ation 
to tlw prob!<' n or com;truetive rdo rm. 
B., plariug nnclt'r a COlll])C'titivc civil 
ts•.'nir<' law till' railway m 'lil sC'rv'cP. 
11~(• Hll!Hi) itl'l' d lhl't'y ofnrt'S, th e 
'ni<'t nal rPVC'lllll' <l<'J;artment and ot h­
c•r irnportan t hranchl's of gon•rn rnp nt 
H'rvi<'<', !](' wrPstpcl more tha n fi fty 
thousand fc>dPral <'mployC'!:- from the 
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degrading influence of the spoils sys­
tem. Fur1 hermore, he created such 
a feeling in favor of the merit sys­
tem, that in 1894 the two great states 
of New York and Illino's, by a popular 
vote, placed in their constitutions 
vrov1s10ns cxten<ling the competitive 
syst0m to all Rtate and municipal af­
lail"s. ln these lasting measures of 
reform we see the fruits of h!s tire­
less energy guidrtl by that indomit­
able ,~ill Studic>d in detail they 
~how him possessc>d also of the broad 
gras1i, the heen insight, the ready re­
~ource of the practical statesman. 

His alertness in grasping oppor• 
tunily was well exemplifiecl when he 
was governor of New York. In order 
to build up an organization against 
Tanmrnny the Hepub'ican "boss" 
wanted to get control of the police 
in :New York City. Accordingly, a 
bill placini:?; New Yori, City un,l er 
state cont, ol was 1i:1ssed in the slate 
legislature, and pre~ented by a party 
leader to Gov. Roosevelt to sign. 
"Make ·t gf'm ral. Make it apply to 
all cil'es of tl·e statf', Democratic and 
Repuhlican, and l'!l s ign it," said the 
per~h,tent and indepe!1(l€nl governor. 

While thus nobly striving for jus­
tice, l1 one~ty and good government, 
when ~erving as state legislator, com­
missioner and governor, Mr. Roos e­
velt was bnilding a firm [oundation 
for fut me usefulness. Accordingly 
when, a little later, he was called 
upon to assume the duties of chief 
cxecuthe or onr nation, he courage­
ously stepped forth, confi clent that his 
ear1 y policies were so well formulat­
ed that he could easi ly extend them 
into larger fields of activity. 

Within six months after he becvme 
pre~ident, he began his notable cam-
1,aign in favor of controlling corpora­
tio1rn hy federal Jaw. Ever since 1869 
valions states had bren tr~•ing to 
1 egulate corporations ancl especially 
rail, oac1$. ln 1887 congress passed 
the Reagan-Cullom bill providing !or 
an inter~late 
an(] forbidding 

railwav co 111mission 
clisnimination. Yet 

railway managers • still granted re­
bates lo favorite shippers, the un­
fortunate competitors were forced out 
and all their complaints were ignored. 
Millionairrs and multi-millionaires ap­
peared in astounding numbers, fatten­
ed by the favoritism of privately con­
trolled corpo1 ations. Greed and avar­
ice revelling in shameful abuse of 
1 own· seemed about to fasten their 
terrible fangs in the very heart of 
our national anc1 domestic life. 

In the vresiden tial election of 1904, 
Mr. Roo~evelt standing for a federal 
rai lway commission with power to 
fix rates, demonstrated to the great 
American commonwe::.J th, by an over­
whelming victory, that the paramount 
i~&u e was not the tariff, nor the cur­
rency, nor colonial administration, but 
t be great problem or creating a sys­
tem that could control the gigantic 
cori:orations of our land, by plac'ng 
them directly untler federal authority. 

·\"\'ith such a centralization of pow­
er in vi f w he has been recommending 
211c1 com:tantly urging congress lo 
Jass this much needed and universal­
ly demanded !0gisla1 ion. Now why 
r l·ould we not have sn<.'h a centraliza­
t"on of rower? \Vas this not one of 
the Jll'imc reasons for which our con­
rtitution was framed-that it should 
lie 1 he supreme law of the land and 
tliat it should have complete contro l 
over all inter-state an.a foreign com­
merce? It is cert"inly reasonable• 
t l1at a strong national governmeJ1t. 
,-hould exerci~e control over the large 
cc1 poi ation~ in preference to forty-six 
~tate governments with their variou" 
kinds of authority. Fven the corporate 
rnana1?ers ttemselves are beginning 
to 1ealize the ner d of a centralized 
1 ower. Being- baras~ecl by the con­
f1ictini:?; laws or different states has 
convincccl them that they need a '.aw 
\\ rich "ill guicle them in Ill:no;s ju~'. 
as it does in New York. An,l it is 
just such a law-giving our federal 
government full power or control over 
all cor1,orat:ons an(l public highways 
-that our prN<idcnt has Jffoposed to 

the,e measures wt're inad0quate, the 11:e national lc>/(slalnre. 
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Mr. Rooseve)t's work for justice 
Jias not been confined to reforming 
trusts and railroads; he has advoC'at· 
ed much needed reforms in every ave• 
nue of our public and private life. 
\\'ith devout earnestness h be­
SPeches, Entreats, implores all class s 
of $OCiPty to beware of (lishonesty, 
graft anc1 corruption. His HCl'Utiniz­
ing eye is ever d tecting I be germ· 
of eYil that have cre1>t into our Ameri­
can lifP, and he put!< forth strPnuous 
efforts not only to chPck their danger­
ous aC't ivity, hnt to recommend ap1Jro-
1iriate I'fmedies that sha11 reHtore the 
monl vitality of our nat'on. 

It may he that he urges the passag 
of a pure food law and the a11point­
ment of C'ommissioners who shall in­
spect not only the manufacturing of 
I he food stuffs, but the \'arious retail 
Establishments from whiel1 thoi,;e 
goods are delivered to the individu'll 
customers. It may be that he con­
tends for even more stringpnt civil 
~ervic<• measures that will unc!Prmine 
the fraudulent schPmes 01 po8la1 of­
ficial~. and of those who rob the gov­
ernn:c•nt of vast tracts or land and 
timber. It m'ly be that he c!Pmands 
the vrohibilion of child labor. the 
l-'ho1tc•ning of hours for the work·ng 
women an<l the distribution of a great­
er ;;hare of wealth among those who 
( arn it with their hand!<. It may be 
I hat he advOC'ates postal savings 
banks in ordPr to tPach thrift and 
economy to the working class. rt 
may LP that hP offers a I>roposition 
for che<·king abuse in thp issue of 
tPmvorary injunctions. It malws no 
differfnce what the prob! m is­
whPlhPr rPlating to state or national 
affairs-~Ir. Roosevelt handlc>s it with 
the same lll'act ical wh;dom. both 
C'hPC'king thp imnwdiate 1wri1, and 
furtrning his deep<'I' aim to cleve'op 
a nation al spnse of honorable• dealing. 

ThP rnnw sincerity and wisdom 
that g11ide him in solving tlw great 
indust1 ial, soda! and govl'rnmental 
rroblems or our nation clin'rl his for­
Pie;n policiPs. In i-ec11ring peaC'C? h!?­
t ween Hussla and Japan. Roost-VP It 

rnanifC?s!ed the most remarkable wis­
dom. Th c1·r1omacy he used in se­
curing the ronsent of the Russian 
bureaucracy to meet ,Japan in a 
JlNH'C conference, the democratic 
tact he exerrised in introducing the 
plPnipot<'ntiaries al Oyi;ter Bay, the 
ener/!Y he exerted in bringing the 
treaty to a clo<;(' without the payment 
of a money indemnity by Russia, won 
for rr sidC'nt Roo!-\e,·elt the approba­
tion of diplomats everywhere and 
the admiration or the entire civi'ized 
world. Consider how. while other 
nations faltere1l, he m::ule 0•1r countr.v 
1 ader in the movenwnt toward un'­
versal pC'aCP. lIPar him urging in 
the nanw of true' justice that th<' num­
ber of cases in which till' sword must 
arbitrate 1,;hall he reduced to a mini­
mum. Not how enlh11si1stiC'al!y he 
offc'rs. th rough the> Hague tribunal. 
every avai'ahle substitute for war­
how on every occas'on he urges the 
gc>neral cl<'velopnwnt of internal iona! 
morality, ancl recommends the G Iden 
R11l<' as a guide for nations as we'll as 
for inclividuah•. 

\Yhy i-hould i-uch 11olicies as these 
make Roosevelt gr at? \Ylll. what 
ma keR any man great? "rt is not 
m< 1 e'y the mat Prial effPct of what he 
dOP!', not rnC':ely the laws he places 
u1>on th• statute> boolrn or the> vic­
tor't's he wins ovc'r armed foe's, but 
nlso Ow imn. nse hut indefinable 
ll'( ml i11n11c>11C'e J)rOclueC'cl by his d!? (1S 
and ,, ords tlwm~Plv<•s upon the 
national el·araclC'r"-this it is that 
makes a man grC'at. By this test we 
m<>asure cur grpat<'~t lwrols. 

Tl is lwnllY possible> to over<'~timatC' 
ilw arhiPY nwnts of \Yal:'hington and 
or I .'ncoln. In all probability w!? 
i:'hOul(l nc•v1 r have gainC?d that tri­
umphant ViC'tory over tlw tyrannical 
British rrown without \\'ashington; 
JH'itlwr, in all prnhability, should we 
!•avp bec'n ah!<' to save our gloriouH 
rnion from b ·ng torn a:-;111HlN with­
out Linroln. But, imm •asurahlp as 
thC'HC' wondc>rful achic•vPments ar<', 
tlH'Y are mere trifles hrsicle till' mor­
al inti n nee> t hC'sC' hc•rops C'x<'rtc><l 



TUE NORMAL BADGER 

over mankind. From the greatest of 
them, Americans turn to linger over 
the unfaltering devotion of Washing­
ton at Valley Forge-to nrnrvel at the 
1 adiance shed, in the darkest hours 
of our Civil war, by the God-like 
faith of our immortal Lincoln. For 
ages to come their lofty ideals and 
mighty influence for good will be a 
living inspiration to the American 
11eople. 

When we seek to test the great­
ness of Theodore Roosevelt we are at 
fi1 st amazed at the material effect 
of what he has accomplished; we 
stand stupefied at his tremendous 
energy and wonder at his unflinch­
ing endmance. Directly or indirectly 
he has placed upon our statute books 
an astonishing number of laws relat­
ing to every department of our gov­
erJlment. It is true that he has won 
no glorious victories over a, med foes; 
hut it is also true that he has success­
fully carried on a healed contest 
against the most gigantic consolida­
tion of wealth controlled by the most 
avaricious set of men that the world 
bas ever lrnown-and has done it 
pracePbly. And is not peace more lo 
be desired than war? His final rank, 
1-owever. depends on none of these 
things. rt is by his nnral influence 
that we must measure his real great­
ness . 

"Once to every man and nation comes 
the moment to decide, 

In tl:e strife of truth with falsehood, 
for the good or evil side.'' 

We have li stened to Theo<lore 
Roosevelt's decision to stand on the 
side of truth; we have watched him 
maintaining that resolve throughout 
his notable career. His has be.en a 
constant warfare against evi'. In 
t im truth has found an unhesitat­
ing champion; in him falsehood has 
found a never-sleeping foe. To him 
national righteousness i s far more 
important than cornrnerc'al welfare. 
He has insistenl 1y preached the irn-
1 erntive neC'd of giving every man a 
"$quare deal." He has appealed to 
the American ))eople for justification 

of his doctrine, "equal opportunity to 
all, special privilege to none." He 
has aroused the slumbering and well­
nigh paralyzed American consckncc 
to the J1ighest clegree of morn! ef­
ficiency. Gloriously has he recal!<>d 
the American people from the miry 
swamps of corruption to a safe foot­
ing on the high plains of integrity. 

Wl10 will ever he able to compre­
hend the value o[ this man's influence 
for good? As long as the winds of 
countless ages shall sweep across the 
broad and fertile fields of our native 
land, so long will the American peo­
ple feel the righteous influence of 
this courageous leader, lhis true-heart­
ed state$man, this inspired prophet­
Theodore Roosevelt. 

THE MENACE OF CONCENTRATED 
WEALTH. 

By Elmn L. Nygaard, Oshkosh. 

From the earliest dawn of history 
the struggle for life and its happiness 
has been waged between the masters 
and the slaves, the barons and the 
se1fs, the rich and the poor. Avari­
cious Rome sapped l he riches of those 
strong nortrern tribes which were 
fast emulating the arts of southern 
civilizat'on. Then rose those mighty 
hordes, and casting off this oppres­
sive ) oke, burst forth in such power 
an<l might that they struck terror 
into tte hearts of all nations. The 
slaves had risen lo be kings. The 
long dark age of papal tyranny coerc­
ed the JJ00r to desperate poverty. In­
ftitutionalism threatened to destroy 
the sacred rights or man. Then came 
tl:e daybreak of rel;gious liberty that 
flooded the worlcl with light. And a 
lowly monk brougl1t forth from hum­
ble rank great kingly power. A na­
tion blessed with freedom's vows 
lay n11lied in the sin of the vilest in­
stitution which has smirched the fair 
name of man. Then the sleep'ng con­
science of the North awoke, and 
atoned with b?ood the wrong or c'ass 
pride which held men to be slaves. 
And a rough-llewn man from the un­
couth \Vest was leader in the strife. 
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Thui;; has JJ<'rsecut ion ever maclp it­
~elf a grave. 

Ent the foundation of inrlnstrial 

s!avery was unshaken lJy the Civil 
war, and today that age-long slrug­
gle for hnrnanity has taken on a new 
form. The labor<•r is brought face 
lo face with a menace from which be 
sees no escape. Slowly, inevitably, 
the landlord system. the prevailing 
wrong of all hif,tory, i'< polluting the 
~ac,ed slal"ine of frPPdom. and thrust­
ing the ~reat mass of peop!P into a 
f:lavc>ry jnRt aR complete, j 1st as 
binding, jnst as re'entlP~s as that of 
the chattel slave. '\Vhi'Ec1 tlF' Goel­
given resourcPs of this nation are 
gras11ec1 h~· a few great I-lndholclers 
for vrivate gain, wring'ne; from the 
hands of the toiPng masses their 
meager earnings. and piling np richc-s 
inconceivable in their magnitude, 
11:erc- are two millions of childrc-n 
wearing away thi'r littl e lives fo1· 
l,read to eat. '\Ynile th<> indolent 
heirs to thc-se eount'ess richrs shock 
the world with tJ,piJ· intPrnational 
c1 imes and scandals, squandering un­
told millions in d<1 ns of awful v·cc-, 
tlaerp arC' hnndrc-clH of thousands of 
n!otl:<>rs toiling t hronghont tlH'ir 

.\ll pathetic liYes in tlw invpatsho;is. 
this hecarn,e onr nntion hafl allowC'd 
that cacr,d gift of nature, Janel, to 
he appropriated by a few J)C'Ople to 
the cons<q11ent povc>rtv nf the rpst; 
and thPsC' few have the power to sap 
twa.r the wPalth earnecl IJy lahor, C'X­
<'Ppt a nwager ts11stenancc>, through 
tJ,p rental of land. whiC'h the Cn•ator 
his riven as thC' only means of snh­
Fist<•nce. 

By wt>at institutional or pPrsonal 
ctbi:?s haR one individual. or any 
small grnnp of indiviclual,s, tlw right 
to hold thP lion's slwrP of the nation's 
oil fields, or coal fiPlds. or c•oppPr ancl 
iion ninc•s? \\'llo hacl tlw ri.c:ht to 
waF.tC' our imn·c•ns<- forest lands, or to 
monopolize any of thP nation's grPal 
natural rcsourePs? By what moral 
code c-ould a handf11! of men sclwm • 
until trey SllCCt>edPcl in 
~reat railroad system,, 

fusing onr 
with th('ir 

('normous trncts of 1and. practically 
in to a non-competing unit? These 

• · themseJvt s q11PE-tions are burnmg • . 
<"tch dav more and more deeply into 

< • J tf l ·1·zen tlw mind of ev<>ry thong 1 11 ci 1 • 

JJany of thP nation's nobJrst men are 
d ·t· 1s ancl s:eek­a t tacking thC'se con 1 101 •, < • • 

in« thP solution or this mighty pre_s· 
,.., I ·on 1s C'llt-day problem. Tlw la ior um 

but an uttempt to systematize a force 
ahlC' to COJJC' with thl' mighty holden, 
ot thP natnral 1P~onrces of this na­
tion. The ,;ocia1ist cries out for a 
comp!Ptc rc•eonstrnction of societ:·· 
and the rar of .Amrrican lahor is 
slow!,· JJC'comin" attenth·e to that cry-. • • ,.., . 1'-
GPIH'ralioirn or he:utl<'ss toil are te • 
ing on tlw rn'nds of onr de1:<pairin-~ 
labor('rs. TIH'Y arP not the' mu((' un­
thin Idng· pC'a~ants o[ Russia: bl'c'lU~e 
of our <'OmplC'x 11opulation onr toilers 
ban• in th<'ir ranlcs the dormant JJOS­
i•;h'litiC'fl or every nation. Let the 
An•c ri('an lal101·Pr with hie; migJ,ty po­
tc•nt ·a1 power onc·e he goaclc•d to ,·iru­
l<'nt action. ,111d the 1ntion wi'l he 
P< nfrontPcl with n fore<' n10rP Fc11 midn­
h't' than that wl ich m:1llc• JlOSfi!Jll' the 
aw fnl n•ign o[ terror. 

S'nc<· t hC' IJC'ginning of the indus­

t1 ial J"('\"Olntion th(' WP1lth of tlH' 

,\01·1,1 h··s incrc'asrd a lrnndreclfol<l. 
Fut ];as t hC'rC hC'('n a COITC'SJ]Ollrlin~ 
in'l(aH' int]'(' \\('II )J('illg of th<> Ja­
l c r;ng man? TrnC'. his material a,1-
vrntP,Zl'S hnv<' -widf' tH'd to a de.~reP 
1101 witl'out ~;gnifiranc·P: hnt when 
fl'<'~<' a1c> eomparl'cl with till' stupe:1-
c'ous incr<•asl' in tlw ,n,~lth ancl pro­
<lnctivil) or the world. no 011° can 
dPny tl1 at thl're has ari,;en hetween 
thP mil'ionairP and till' industrial 
to"<'r an inc•qnality snch flR the world 
lrns n ,Pr ])('fore> s<'<'n. \\'h~t is there 
lor thC' \\Orkingmnn? Till' qniet. 
I< ac•pf11I lifp his f•tt her lin.'d is not his 
hPritagC'. So inec'ssant and exhaust­
ing arp his lahors that his life is 
naug!.t hut onp <'Olltinnous round of 
toil PlHl drlHl ~NY. His l hilcl ren, too. 
llln,st worl, in dm,l,v mint's anll grim)· 
,-J,oi,s. I;tt]P wonder then that he 
C'Ollg-I c'gat <'H with his f Pl 1ows in the• sa­
loons. for what is thC'rc ldt for him 
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but to drown his bitter thoughts in 
drink? In these places are laid 
the villainous schemes of anarchy 
launched in lowest drunlrnnness and 
carousal. Should that dread hour 
come when all is hopeless, all is dark, 
the American laborer will stop at 
notl:in~. Wliat of the fact that suicide 
is constantly on the increase? --what 
of the awful fact that within lhe last 
lwo deC'ades insanity has doubled? 

"O trade! 0 trade! \Vould thou wert 
deadl 

The time needs heart-•tis tired of 
head." 

When we contrast the bitler life of 
labor with the unearned luxury of 
wealth, we cry out against the injus--
t ic<' of such conditions. The many 
mi'lionaires have sprung up within 
the last century, and if this enormous 
<'0ncentration of wealth continues, 
the present century will be marked 
as the era of the multi-millionaires. 
"'hen the mad hunger for wealth 
dorninales the na!'on's great geniuses 
of finance E<O that they hesilate at 
nothing that will bring them money, 
iL fs high tim<:> to curb their inordi-­
nate zeal. Law, right and every no-­
ble irn])ulrn an• trampled under foot 
in this mad 1 ace for power. Nine-­
teen hundred y ( ars have passed since 
t!Jat fair time when the angels' tid-­
ings of "peace on earth, good w;l' to 
men" heral<led the first great message 
of <'quality among mankind; :vet in 
tl:i$ enlightened age it is legally pos-­
sible for a single rn'ln to accurn•1lale 
within the space of an ordinary life-­
time one do'lar for every minute 
which has <:> l aps<'d since the begin-­
ning of the C!Jristian era. \Vhen Jess 
than 1 1:er cent of the people of this 
nation own ov<'r 70 per cent of the 
we8'fl', and over 50 per cent of the 
people own only fi per cent of the 
wealth is il not time to stop and ask 
what will he the encl of this awful 
concentration of wealth on the one 
hand, and the thrC'atening array of 
poverty on the other? ShPll our na-­
tion sleep as did Persia, Babylon, 
Egy])t and Rome, until the toiling 

slave shall rise and crush this power? 

"How will the future reckon wilh lhis 
man? 

How answer his brute question in 
that hour 

When whirlwinds of rebellion shake 
the world? 

How wilI it be with kingdoms and 
with kings-

With those who shaped him to t!Je 
thing he is-

\Vhen this dumb Terror shall reply 
to God 

After the silence of the centuries?" 

'fhere is still hope that this nation, 
dedicated to equality, may overthrow 
that monstrous evil which in lhe past 
has caused the downfall of every great 
nation; but each yEar of hesitation 
and inaction tightens the grip of that 
dread evil, concentrated wealth. Il 
must be met at once and dealt with 
until conquered. Marked has been 
lhe progress of the past few years 
in tl:e awakening of the public con-­
sc:ence, a progress lbat will lead 
t::,ventually to vital action. Significant 
is the fact that on t!Je same day with­
in I his year the courts of the nation 
convicted lwo parties: the overly ag­
gressive and insolent labor l eaders, 
and the lawleEs Standard Oil com-­
pany of Missouri. Our nation is 
st1 uggling with the$e mighty prob-­
lerns, and she calls lo education for 
more light. 

To lead our people lo a clearer re­
alization of the nation's powers and 
rig!: ts ancl duties is the task of every 
great American school. Every outgo-­
ing student must be a disciple of that 
faith which holds that the practical 
e'ement in lhe salvation of the nation 
is its power of taxation, and (hat ev­
e1'y influence which can be brought to 
bear upon the people of the nation at 
l arge to develop in them the spirit 
of just ice and equality will be an ad-­
vance toward the realization of the 
aims of democracy. Therefore the 
nation calls to its young men to teach 
our vast millions the truth, and to 
serve the state with no l ess devotion 
than she used in nurturing them and 

" 
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