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The various classes of teachers' gather­
ings 011 the lwo clays following Thanks­
giving arc of great va:uc to lhc attcncl­
ants. In some counties the state insti­
tute conductor is at the head, and 
through him the work is clit·~ctccl along 
praclic 1\ channe·s. Supt. Bixby, of St. 
Croix Co., is a firm belie,·cr in the cfii­
cacy of observation methods. He has 
his summer sl 1te institute am\ the ,·arious 
teachers' associations throughoat the 
_year comluct<:cl upon th~ principle that 
seeing is of more vital importance than 
heari ng. To that <:nd t e ohsen:at:on of 
practical school room clas,; work pr1cc<:cles 
the cl scu sion of teaching methut:s. I !is 
tcac11 °rs ,·o:ed almost unanimously this 
year fo: the contimnncc of tl.is \\ ork in 
lieu o: t'1e oU ass0ci,1t on-paper-plan. One 
of the importantc<>nsiJer.,tirn stllats .oukl 
b e noted i,1 pl.11mi,1g fur ,1 t •;iclH:rs' gather­
ing of any kincl is t,> g,ve that tangible 
so,rn:t 1in!-!," that shall he inspirin[.>; and e11-
cmir,1gin!-!," to the majority prcs;:nt. It is 
cunc<:d~cl. tu be sur,_., t 11al the usable rna­
t -, r .al ancl methods shoulcl not be lost 
hight of, but this matter of inspiration and 
cncouragt mcnt is to be 1h,iught of, loo. 
Each cuunly sup~rint·.:11li<:nt plans his 
work as he lilinks best for his teachers, 
and, p~rhaps, this di,· ·r~i.y ol op:n:on 
will lead to a future p'an that w II com­
prehcncl the b,·st of a ll t;1es-, 1m:thods 
now in operation. \\'e haYe a plan, too. 
\\'hy nut lnve two counties, s1y, join 
han !sand gd a man li ke C. S:anley 11 :il l 
to give ti, o or tlm,c lectures? Dr. S,anley 
II all h is gone to 1h::- botton1 of this ques­
tion of p~dagogy. 11 is recent lectures 
in ;\linne:ipol1s \\'ere lisll'n.:cl to by pro­
fessors ofuniversiti,·s, col'eg~s, normal 
schools, hi Ji schoo'.s, stu•lents. and in­
teres t d citizens in gen::ral. Dr. Hall 
,peaks sn l•c c 111 be un .!crsto,HI by any 
ordi nary intell igent p,•rson. I le stimu-
1tcs his hearers L> t;1in!;: anti he gi,·es 

Uo.Js/.. 
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them something to think about. It is a 
well-known fact that one of the worst 
stigmas upon the lcarhers' associations, 
as they are usually conclnc eel, is the pa­
pcr-readino- the most nulice hie frature 
of which is~'i,_. rhe:o;·i 0 al c.:,fect. Dr. l lall 
is a reve:·ent man. J le is li.~hting in be­
half of humanit,·, itself. l le deals with 
th e child and il:s possibi'.itics ii" handle cl 
rightly. I le explains the.: things to he 
clone in tl.e variuns n riocls of the child's 
life. I !is knowlecli,. i. ilasccl upon the 
accurnuhtccl statistics of th" \\'hole 11·or:cl, 
therefore, his seen1i11~ dogn1atis1n is rea­
sonab'.e. I !is power ( f concentration 
can largely he at:rinutcd to his spvndin!-!," 
two years, after lcnving c llcgl', in study­
ino- the twenty-third muscle of a In. 's 
hi~cl leg. Th~ mnjority uf t-achcr; .,re 
groping around in the dark cvs:n to-rhy. 
The,· clo not knuw the c',ild su,ticiently 
we.I-to lc.:acl it intcl igcntly and ,afclv 
th roll" h the dark cnrri,'ors < f life. It is 
the n;:n ol the typ~ of ])r. JI II who arc 
illum inallng thLS, great l·all\\'ays, :ind it 
is the duty of eYery e:·rn st t • 1chd to be­
come as inll'lli!,!;ent a-; h • can upon the 
question of the proper gui(:ance of young 
humani ty· .the g-n·atcst prohkm that ca n 
con!ront a cn·ilized pcorl '. If onr ,~·oo(l 
triu1ds, Bixby ;m<l Sha\\', \\'ill join forces, 
th ey ca,1, without doubt, get Dr. 1 lall 
next Thanks6 i\'ing, the lectures to lie 
given in so111e centrally lorn <:d place. 
~rhis is a su~~cstion g,i,·en in ~ood f:ttth, 
and if it mcch \\',th the d,sappro,,tl of the 
g-cntlcm.::n, we will !,!;ladly gi,·e space in 
the BADGER fur any reply. 

This is B.\DCER number fnurtcc n that 
th e present editor has had to aid in gvt­
ting out. Let us in all !;incerity prcs<:nt 
to the readers a br-c.:f retnispl·cuvc re­
sume of the cund1tiuns just ,ls Ille:~ ha Ye 
clevc.:lup<:d. The altitude o! the.: sch('.ol 
h 1s not been \'cry good Low·,rd tne 
B.\D(; t,R. Less than <>0 per cent uf the 
students ha\'e gi, en us ,ln\" aid in :-ny 
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form. The faculty, while all are sub­
scribers, yet but six out of the entire fac­
ulty have ever given us a word of com­
mendation or encouragement. There 
has been that sort of indifference that 
takes the pleast:re out of the work, at 
least so far as we are concerned. Kind­
ly criticisms, suggestions or commenda­
tions, if there be any commendable things 
to mention, aid an editor in improving 
and vitalizing such a little home produc­
tion. \Vith the exception of the mem­
bers of the faculty already alluded to, 
whom we could mention, a number of 
students as numerous as the fingers on 
one hand have been our only 
source of encouragement out of a State 
Nor nal School with a faculty of sixteen 
m ·mhers and an enrollment of about 
three hundred students. \Ve are not 
asking for a thing, only in so much as 
such might be a help in improving the 
paper. If we were paid for doing t'1e 
work, we would do it and say nothing, 
but every member of the school knows 
that many sacrifices that must be made 
by the editor, if he presents even a de­
cent sheet, Now, the thing stands just 
this way. If the BADGER is not worthy 
of an occasional volunt<1ry contribution 
from the faculty and students; if every­
thing that is printed, with the excepjon 
of the articles of the staff officers, must 
be obtained by a process of nagging and 
begging, it seems to us best to discon­
tinue the paper. It is only during four­
teen successive months that we hav'! gone 
through the same dull, monotonous, 
b.:g-gin~. hanging-on, chasing-around 
routine and strange to say it begins to get 
stale. 

Prof. Brier and \Villiam Hawley Smith 
conducted a teachers' institute in .Men­
omonie during the Thanksgiving recess. 
The reports that have reached us through 
the newspapers are to the c:fiect that 
Menomonie never had a better institute 
of the kind. Prof. L. H. C:ark together 
with Prof. Bowman, of Superior, did effi­
cient work in a state institute in El:s­
worth during the same recess. The 
Herald of that p·ace p~ys bot:1 of these 
gentlemen great comp! ments, emphasiz­
ing the v,iluable wo~k done by Prof. 
Clark in Arithmetic. Yes, and Mr. Clark 

is equally clear in his teaching of the 
higher mathematics. Prof. Sims found 
his way into the Hudson assemblage 
where he gave an instructive talk on 
"Definitions in Arithmetic." Pres. Park­
er, Misses Hatherell and Fleming heard 
G. Stanley Hall in MinneapoJ:s. \Ve do 
not know where or how the other mem­
bers of the faculty put in the short inter­
m1ss1on. As usual upon these occasions 
many students were at their homes, but 
a good delegation listened to the exer­
cises carried on in each ot the above 
teachers' aggregations. 

The immediate reorganization of the 
school after the fire was vital in its effect. 
It was not with the view to teach a few 
facts that the faculty met their classes 
amid the excitement incident to the fire, 
but it was the moral effect upon the stu­
dents that was paramount. Withol't op­
posing lorces there cm be no conquest. 
Every member of the school, whether 
teacher or student, who thus was suffi­
ciently self-controlled to continue the or­
dinary daily routine is a stronger charac­
ter for this one conquest. \Ve believe 
that neyer before have teachers and stu­
dents been more thoroughly cemented, 
or appreciative one of the othtr. ·1 he 
students have been weigheci in the bal­
ance of loyalty to the River Falls Nor­
mal School and found not wanting, Out 
of the large enrollment, but two have left, 
and we believe they will return when 
they understand the school is mov:ng 
right along as if nothing- happened. 

"The Thanksgiving numberofthe OR­

IIIAL BADGER was very attractively and 
neatly gotten up. The Hammond News 
is doing good work on the BADGER. Of 
coun;e the reading was up to its usu · I 
high standard."-New Richmond Voice. 
Thank you. With the po,sible exception 
of the River Falls Journal, the Voice has 
been and is one of our best friends among 
the weekly newspapers. The Voice 
reaches the Norm,ll reading- t.ible every 
\Vednesd1y. The matt,;!r, even to the 
foreign ad~·ertising, is always attr,1ctively 
arranged, and it is inviting to the readers 
Mr. Scott, the editor, is a young man o 
push and ability and he is meeting witl 
merited success. His paper has man 
friends here at the Normal. 
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It has been amusing to note the argu­
ments that rival cities have made against 
the re-building of the :'formal school here. 
P.:rhaps inst:ad of "arguments'' we 
should have said twaddle, because an ar­
gument implies at least a little com­
mon sense. One city, through the 
editorial columns of a daily newspaper, 
says: "The River Falls Normal has 
b~en de:ul, practically, for some time," 
and ye t this same city has offered a bonus 
of $1,30,000 for the "dead institution." 
\Ve doubt if anythint of permanent value 
is ever gaine•I by a misrepres~ntatio:1 of 
existin:;: conditions and a vicious attempt 
to hood-wink an official body for none 
other than purely selfish motives. All 
thes~ rival cities would have waged a 
much mor.: successful warfare had they 
been honest in their convictions and in­
ti-lligent upon the charges made, in­
stead of resorting to the Arabic melhocl 
of plunder. No intelligent official body 
will b, influ~nced to any extent by the 
ma'i,,ner notwithstanding his private or 
p·1bli· st~tion. The Normal s::hool, by 
virtue of its long and successful career in 
tbis city has natur illy made it a prize of 
great va!ue, and t'1is fact is shown when 
near:y h 1:f a hundr.:d cities of the state 
have been resortin.~ lo all imaginable 
ta~tics clur:ng the past three weeks to 
win the priz~. \Ve clo not s:e how our 
Nor.nal school co;1ld have been more 
highly complim:nted. lhs not every 
city that has "hid" for the school practi­
cal!; indorsed i:s good name and work, 
their reason~ to the contrary notwith­
strnding? T,1e c·ty lrom wilich hailed 
the i1.·,o,ooo bonus was not b'.ind to the 
immensity of this auxili«ry to her soci ti, 
moral and intdl~ctual future. I Ier meth­
od of trying to S..!cure the priz . however, 
w,ts hen~ath the dignit} of any communi­
ty that holds s1erecl tJ any degree, that 
rig!Jteouo. power-Truth. 

Other opposing cities have main':1in, cl 
that be:al•Se a Normal school is a state 
inst:tution, that, therefore, it should be 
ccntrallv located. Very well. Find that 
sp ,tin \Viscons·n around which the state 
nu int tins hl·r l quihur:um and we will 
fulfill the Io;.:ic of this propositfon by re­
movin ·•· thence the other six Normal 
sc wo•:, the Stat.: Cn:versity, the School 

for the Deaf and Dumb, the School for 
the Blind, the Industrial School for Iloys, 
the like institution for the girls, the In­
sane Asylum, the School for the Feeble 
Minded, the State Prison and all other in­
stitutions with which the state has affili­
ated. 

River Falls is an ideal place for student 
life and the location of the city on the line 
between St. Croix and Pierce counties 
with her proximity to Pepin, Dunn, Eau 
Claire, Chippewa and Polk counties gives 
her a territory that is rapidly increasing 
in population. River Falls has already 
passed through the critic:1! period. The 
school was located in a new section of 
country, but the founders, with prophetic 
vision, rightly interpreted the mag-nificent 
future of this section. Southern \\'iscon­
sin Ins reached the maximum of her 
g-rowt!.. Pi'erce, St. Croix, Dunn and 
other immediate counties have but laid 
the founllation for their future prosperity. 
If we mistake not, in less than ten years 
the River Falls 'ormal school, with her 
new and increased faciliti(;S for work, aid­
ed by the denser population of her terri­
tory, will enroll not less than five hun­
dred regular normal students. \Ve have a 
faculty of whom we have e\'ery reason to 
f-:cl proud; a littL city posses;ing those 
charms that lend inspiration to the stu­
dents' daily routine; a clas., of resicknt 
citizens thou:~htful of our welf,ire, and 
abo\'e all a bond of loyalty and love he­
twee, faculty, students and citizens that 
ho;>efully ,,·ii I never be severed, as the 
school ontinues it, noble mission in the 
larger and bc-ttercquipped buildings soon 
to be erected. 

Sout_hcrn \\'isconsin has not yet begun 
to rc,,hze that there is any "north side" 
to t11e state. The denizens from that r.ec­
tion look upon th:s region as a land of 
sand banks and pine stumps; a section 
whose inhabitants ha\'e not yet emer •eel 
from the s~mi-ci\'ilized state and wh~se 
schools and other social endowments are 
in perft·ct keeping with the s:ivage con­
dition of the barbarians. If some of those 
southun i~110ramuses would get out of 
their narrow littl~ world and con,e up to 
this city (which is by no mlans in North­
ern \Visc-onsin }, take a drive of two or 
thre.: \\' 't•ks through the finest f.tr:nin:; 
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lanrJs that lay out of door.;; if they would 
start at Southern Pierce and travel as far 
n Jrth as they wished, then come back to 
this city anc\ go east for hundreds of miles, 
these sam-! sJutherners would be con­
vinc::c\ that, after all, the Creator helped 
ma'.;e \Visconsin and in so doing He did 
not discriminate against this sect:on. 
Southc>rn \Yiscrinsin is all she can ever 
bec:Jme, whi:e these counti<:s bordering us 
are co:1rn6 to the front in populat1on, 
production and wealth. The sc!1ools 
tbrou,(10ut Pierce, St.Croix, Pepin, Dunn, 
E:1u Cl 1ire, C,1ippewa a:1d P0lk counties 
are permeated w.th teachers wl10 have 
rcceiv-.,d th.:ir trainin:; in whole or in part 
in U1e River Fal:s :--;ornnl S:hool, ancl to 
what ef1"..:ct? It is the testirno11y of com­
p~t ·nt jud_.?;es that the rural schoo's in 
tl1es~ counties have b.:en improved, in 
fac, ahws r cvolutionized by virtue of the 
p J11·er of our Normal Scho:..il. lt is further 
m 1inL11ned that th er-: i; more enthusi­
as·11, 111on.! e·1rnestn::~s, n-101\.! exc..!llent 
wor!.;: ac~o:np i;h~d in one of our N. \V. 
T .• \. th rn tll.:! like associations of SJuth­
era \\'is-·o:1sin ( while th,:y existed) ever 
c.,:1,· ·i\',:d of. \\'e would ,ike to invite 
ou SJutlwrn fri'"ncls up h-:r" just to give 
them. an "ey,:-O)(;iler." \Ve have just 
as good 111inistcr.:;, just a~ co1~1;>ctent 

teachers, equally good house wives, just 
as pr.;tty c:1i1Jren, just as briLiant youn;; 
p"op'.e, just as comfortabl~ and luxurious 
lwmes, just as good mor.ils, just as smart 
I 1wyers, jus~ as pure politics, just as 
bre~zy 11 ·\1·~paper..;, just as able doctors, 
just as good J.brari~s, jnst as delicious 
cakes and coffee as o,ir critical n.;ighbors 
ha1·e and, abov-: all, we have more hand­
SJ.ne girls to the s.1uare acr..: than t11ese 
Ie,s fortrnnte souther11abor;gi11es ha\'e to 
the squ.1r'" mile. 

"J'h-., alacrity of the local people at 
Ri1·u· F,ilb, the enterprise of the f1culty 
an I r.;sid ·nt reg.;nt, in providm_.?; for the 
sch J J 1 aft •r th, destrnct.on of the huild­
in,.?;, -i'.10:ild b::! resp~cled, Only half a 
da; of t!ie s:Iuol \1·as lost. S:1ch enter­
pr,s, and enthusiasm should el.cit the 
enfwS:as ic approval of ev..:ry \1·-.,ll-wi-;her 
of a 110 1J e inst.tution that Ins alll'ays d,me 
for our co;11mo.1 sc:100!; a sup ·rior \\'Ork. 

Tlw s,··1001 sl1 rnld be rebuilt at one· upon 
tns ol l sit •.·•-Jin Ison Star and Tirnes. 

The Star and Times is edited by one of 
those broad-minded and fair-minded 
gentlemen who can reach beyond the 
limits of his own city's interest and pro­
claim the rights of fellowmen, whether 
they be in politics, religion, education or 
finance. 

The Literary Society starts upon its 
new term's work with glowing prospects 
for profitable meetings. The officers are 
all chosen purely upon merit, and by the 
co-operative efforts of the students and 
faculty with them the value of the society 
can11ot but be enhanced. 

Prof. A. L. Ewini(s contribution will, 
without doubt, he appreciated by all our 
readers. It contains much pedag-ogy in 
addition t, its scientific value. To know 
how to utilize the things at hand is one of 
the rare accomplishments of the teacher. 
The BADGER gratefully acknowledges 
th~ professor's article. 

Interesting le>ttcrs from our good 
fr:ends \V,11 F. Lusk, of Humbird, \,Vis., 
Frank Sloniker, of \Vood, \Vis., and D. 
L. Hennessey, of \\'i:son, \\'is., were re­
ceived too late for p11bl.c1tion this month. 
They will be published next month. 

Exchangr:s. 
A number of our exchanges received 

during the p1st month were burned 
with our school building and we are un­
able to comment on them this time. 
Hopcf.11ly it 1,· II In our p·easure to men­
tio·1 all in the near futur,•. 

Our exclrnng' list is reasonably large 
but we are glad to make addi. ions at all 
times. .It is po;sible for school papers to 
aid ,,ne another in making- t.icir pipers 
of a h;gh ~ta·1d ml by kind:y su,';gestion 
once i11 a while. 

Fro:n \\'onewoc co:11es tir I Iigh School 
EnL.:~prise. It is a good liLle paper. but 
judgi,1g from th, advertisements is net 
ll'Cll p1lronized by t!ie busin ·ss men of 
th~, town. 

The November 11u:11ber of the J\lercury 
contain:; S~\'eral good articlc:s by the 
stud 'Ills of the s ·hool under the Lit ·r.iry 
cl",>art:1:cnt. 

"On • word L:ads to another-no matter 
whether you are readi:1g the Bib'e or a 
clime 1101·c:l."-Chica~o '.'Jews. 
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Nature Study.-Some of our Common Rocks and Minerals. 
BY PROF. A. L. EMERY, 

Instl'Uctor in Scie nce In River F a lls Normal School. 

Mineralogy is doubtless looked 
upon as a difficult and perplexing 
branch of study. So it is, if an 
understanding ot the great variety 
of minerals, rare and otherwise, is 
anticipated. On the ot,hcr ham!, 
there 1s no topic in the whole 
realm of nature so prolific in re­
sults from simple observations. 
The fact is, the greater part of 
what is known of the earth is com­
posed of a very few substances, 
whose churacteristics are easily 
determined. 

Let us suppose we have a col­
lection of minerals, fragments of 
rocks, pebbles, etc.,, such as chil­
dren of all ages miiht collect fr<'m 
gravel-beds, along streams, by the 
road or in the fielrls. Next let us 
attempt to classify them. The 
disposition will he to classify ac­
cording to color ot attracti vcness, 
bnt as tr.is will leacl nowhere, lot 
us take har<lnesi; as 0ur ba1:;is of 
classification. It will be found that 
qnite a number of the specimens 
are definitely harder than 1 he rest, 
that they are so hard that we may 
scratch glass with them, and find 
that we cannot impress them ·,vith a 
knife or a file. In case of donbt 
whether a specimen belongs to this 
first group, try scr!ttching it with 
one about which there is no doubt, 

and vice-versa. Exclude all from 
the first group that are not up to 
the standard fixoll by some of the 
hardest. We ,,·ill now have sort­
ed ont a number of specimens, dif­
fering in color and superficial fea­
tures. If no 111istakes have been 
made they are one and the sa111e 
snhstance. viz., quartz. 

The broken surfaces of all or 
nearly all of these specirnens re­
semble glass. The break or •'frac­
ture" is uneven. This is another 
characteristic of q nrirtz. Possibly 
some of the specimens consists of 
crystals. It so, they are in the 
form of hexagonal prisms termin­
ated hy hexagonal pyramids, 
though doubtless, only a part of 
the crystal w i II be visible. 

Qnartz is by far the most com -
mon mineral known. It exists 
nnder many varieties, an umber of 
which are fonpcl among our prec­
cious stones; for example, onyx, 
agate and amethyst. Grains of 
1:;and, whether in disintegrated 
beds or cemented as sandstone, are 
bnt fragments of quartz crystals, 
more or less worn. Quartz is a 
constituent of granite llnd of many 
of the grnmtc-- like rocks. All 
toltl, it forms, perhap1:;, nearly 
half of the earth's crust. 

Let, ns now turn onr attention 
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to tho specimens that fall into tho 
second group, those next to quartz 
in hardness. These we can bnrely 
scratch with a knife. At least two 
common minerals nre likely to ho 
found in this group, yet may be, 
only us fragment;; of rocks. Ono 
of these is readily recognized hy 
the fnct that it break'> in plunei;. 
These cleuva~e planes mny he de­
tected by the eye, if tho specimen 
i bold ir. proper rnlution to the 
li$?ht, ernn though they are quite 
small. The most common variety 
of feld ·par is flesh colornd. It is 
th1:-1 that p:ivc.,; the pink or red tint 
to much of the statuury granite. 
Color alone, however, is not 11 re­
liable test fo1· this or other miner­
als a!4 most of them vu1·y mnch in 
color. Yet the novice need he 
scarcely less cm-tain of this species 
than the expert, if h~ relies on the 
two things mentioned above. viz., 
hardness and the light reflecting 
11ur.fa.ces, as there is no other com­
mon minel'lll that closely resem­
bles feldspar m hoth t.heso respects. 
Like quartz, feldspar is exceeding­
ly common. As above intimated, it. 
forms a pu1·t, un<l u very la1·ge 
part, of all of the granite rocki!. 
These rocks form the lied rock of 
about one-third of the state of 

i. con ... in, unll of other ,·nst ureas 
throughout the world. 

ln the ca•rn of quartz, we foull(l 
no le: intertist in the disintogrnted 

nil. th!rn in tht:i l'Ucks from which 
it c11ma. It is thus with fe)<lspnr. 
Chay i mainly the decomposed 
product, thm·e heing 11 chemicul 
uhan~ from fel1lsp1u· to clay. The 

ociation of clay with decompos­
ing; feld!!lpa1· may in many cnses IJe 
hown. 

The next mineral thut we will 
study, mica, is even more easily 
recognized than quartz or folds pnr. 
All will appreciate this, us the 
transparent :,;uhstunce 11,;e<l in coal 
stoves, often incorrectly C'alled is­
inglass. In our clm,sification ac­
cording to hardness we should 
probably find mica in the group 
containing the softest specimens. 
Thero is one rather common miu­
eral, talc, softer than mica. ,,~ e 
a1·e not liublo to find this, howen•r. 
We may scrntch mica with tho 
thumb nail. This together with 
its extreme foliated clrnractct· will 
mmally ennhle us to i<leutify it. 
The elasticity of the thin leaves dis­
tinguish it from other foliated 
minernls. :\lien is less common in 
nature and less noticcalilti than tho 
other minernls described; yet on 
urea king open one of the ,;tones of 
variogattid color fouml in any mass 
of grnvel, pn1tich,s of ni.1ca are 
usually found. The use of a knife 
point together with the fact,; stated 
above, will enable one to decido 
positively w he the:.- it is there. 

"\Ye hnve mentioned quartz a1Hl 
fe)dsp:u us constituents of granite. 
Mica is the remaining suht:mcc in 
true grnmte. The grnnite of com­
merce, however, contains liltle or 
no 111i1:u, but instead, another min­
ernl kuowu as hornhleudc, and 
hence is co111pose<l of quartz, fold­
spur nnd hornblende. This rock, 
the granite of commerce, is callell 
syenite hy the 111inernlo!!ist. Horn­
blende is 11 very tou~rh mineral, 
about the lrnl'dnc,;s of foldsp:u· and 
of u d11rk color, often greenish in 
hue. It is found 11s11all·,. a,; a con­
stituent of rocks, nnd ii; our group 
contttininp: foltlspar there is doubt-
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less an abundance of it. Indeed 
the two minerals are often so in­
timately associated that it is diffi­
cult to distinguish them. They 
thus form a number of kinds of 
rock, according to the variety of 
either or both of the minerals 
found m the specimen well known 
to the geologist, but not profitable 
for us to consider. The one 11f 
these rocks whose name 1s most 
common is basalt. For our pur­
poses we may call all of these 
specimens hornblen<lic rocks. 
They constitute in tho main what 
are commonly known as "hard­
heads." We mny conclude then, 
that when we have a tough, grnnn­
lar, dark-colore<l rock, so har<l 
that wo cun scarcely scmtch it with 
a knife, it is hornblendic, an<l that 
it 1s made up chiefly of hornblende 
and.feldspar. All these granular, 
crsstallino rocks a.1·e known as 
gmnitics, an<l are supposed to have 
been, brought.into their present 
condition by the action of heat. 
In this locality they are foreigners, 
huving been brought here by gla­
ciers. 

We will speak of but one other 
minornl, viz: calcite, 11 substance 
(}llite<litferent in co111positio11 from 
the others descri hed, but more com­
mon perhaps than any of them, 
except quartz. In our clussiticn­
tion we shall find calcite intonne­
t.liate in hardnesi; between fold,-par 
and mien. We are able to scratch 
it with a knife quite readily. Cal­
dte is the sole mineral constituent 
of m·clinary limestone and marblo, 
hence it is common in limestone 
,·egions us our own. Tho mineral 
in a pure and crystalline form 
occnrs in cavities and crevices in 
limostone. It is usually light col-

lored, often white, and breaks with 
a cleava~ resembling somewhat 
that of feldspar, for which it is 
often mistaken by the beginner. 
The mistake is quickly rectified by 
applying the test of hardness. It 
follows that limestone and marble 
are compnrati vely soft rocks, being 
but little liarder than the calcite of 
which they are composed, a fact 
that frequently surprises ono on 
first making the test. The dis­
tinction between limestone und 
marble is, that the latter has been 
changed by the action of heut and 
rendered crystalline. Another test 
for calcite, whether as a mineral or 
in rocks, is that it is decompose,! 
by dilute acids, producing nn effer­
vescence. Hence, 1£ a drop of 
muriatic ac1<l, mixed with ten 01· 
twenty times its volume of water, 
is placed on the Apecimen the test 
1s roliuble. 

It will be seen by one who fol­
lows these lines that we have 
noticed the obvious characteristics 
of five minerals; that this informa­
tion gives him a fair understun<lrng 
of the great group of inanities, of 
sandstone and limestone, nn<l in 
the•r tlisintegration, of snn<l nnd 
clay; hence of shale or slate rocks 
formed from clay. In short, it 
will be seen, incredible 11,- it may 
nppeur, that these few substances 
111ake up the great mnss of what is 
known of the earth. It is no less 
obvious that all these material,­
may ho fournl within easy reach of 
every school i::i the land und the 
knowledge be gained first hand. 
8hall we not then educate onr 
children hy teaching them more 
u.hout these things of nature that 
lie at our doors, rather thun at­
tempt to fill their memories. with 
facts about things far removed in 
tune nnd space from their ex­
perience? 
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One Christmas. 
BY MISS ELLA GETCHELL, 

WinnCI' of Last Yc,11•'s l'l'ize Sto1·y. 

The school house door hanged a 
last good-night, as wit.b whoop and 
yell the last noisy urchin rnshcd 
into the open air. 

The week'::; work was finished. 
With a cheery song the teacher 
hm;tenecl about the clnsky room 
dn,;ting away a few cnunbs here, 
straightening an nntidy desk there, 
restoring general order from the 
chaos prodnced by twenty untidy 
children. Then as the sun's last 
feeble rays peered through the 
pines, she turned the key in the 
door and started briskly homeward. 

Louise Roberts was a graduate of 
a sonthern "\\'isconsin normal 
school. Armecl with her dipl,Hua, 
glowing with enthn,;iasm t~n<l fa~th 
in her ideal:;, she hacl co111e to 
this little schoolhonse among the 
pines of northern vViscon,;in. 

Reared in a cnlt11red, comfort­
able home, surroumled hy such well 
edncated people as largely 1.:0111-
pose a college town; with hook:; 
and music her daily co111paniorn;; 
and ahoveull, with wise, lodng par­
ents to gniLle and gn::ml her, thi,:; 
fir:;t step alone ont into the world 
was a long stride in the clark. 

Ignorance, po\'crty and coarl"ie­
noss, ::;11ch as tho yonng girl en­
countered iu this rough, lumbering 
village, were knl)wn to her only 
by report. 

The :;chool house in which she 

gathered her liltlo brood, was bnilt 
of log,;, the seams canlked with red 
clay plaster. The rongh pincifloor 
was darkly mottled by the expec­
torations o:f: the weed-loving pupils. 
De,;ks were shamefolly defaced by 
carving,; of ambitions yonth,:; who 
endeavored 1.h us to perpetnate 
names anll farne,-; to future ages. 
l\1i:;erably heated, lighted and ven­
tilated, the room was totally unfit 
for the pnrposo to which it was 
dedicated. 

Released at nightfali from the . 
nncomforLablo condiLiom; of the 
school room, the weary g:irl fonnd 
ltLLlo comfort in her boanling ho11se 
home. The room she called hcr's 
was close np unller lhe eave,- of a 
story-a1Hl-n-half log honsc. Wind::; 
ancl storm.,; ha<l loosened the clay 
caulkmgand through many an open 
chink the star,; twinkled a chilly 
lnllaby, or drifting snow floated in 
on fro,.;ly air. 

But the :-:oeioty, or lack of iL, to 
which Lonise wa:; : subjected, was 
the mosL trying feature of her or­
deal. The falllily in which i-iho 
Jived was neither better nor wor,-;o 
than its neighbors. 0£ hooks they 
knew little and cared less. Their 
world was liounclecl i>y tho timber 
line and with it they,1rero content. 

-V.'hen :\liss Roberts f:ir:;t arrived, 
the young ladies of the family 
viewed her modest attire with 
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surprise an<l scorn, they having 
expected, evidently, something 
quite different iu the wardrobe 
of a city girl. So on the 
fit-st "dress-up" occasion they 
flaunted theh· cheap, gaudy finery 
before their boar<ler with, deep sat­
isfaction. Their brothers, more 
bashful than they,favored the "new 
school-mu'rm" with speechless, 
gaping curiosity. Having gaped 
ttrnl starn<l at the stranger until they 
discovered there wus nothing sup­
natural about her, their awe sub­
sided into unconcealed admiration 
most repugnant to its object. 

Obstacles heset the teacher's pa(h 
on every h1md. Amidst poverty, 
ignorance and indiffernnce to edu­
clltion, it was hard to be ~rue to her 
ideals. Pluck and tact were bet· 
most efficient assistants, and thanks 
to these, ~ glimmer of encourage­
ment wa~ beginning to shine upon 
bet· uphill road to success. 

Now it was a week to Christmas' 
vacation. As Louise walked home­
ward on that chilly December even­
ing, her thoughts were all of home 
and friends. Happy imagination 
annihilated time and distance. Al­
reacly she saw her father uwaiting 
her at the end of the long journey 
home. Almost, she heard brother 
Ned's hearty "Hullo, sis! Glad 
you're home!" And mother's clo::ie 
embrace seemed ulmost a reality. 
Bright visions of long, happy days 
flitted before her. Filled with the::ie 
pleusnnt anticipations, Louise for­
got the biting wind that moaned 
through the pine::i and whirled the 
light snow in eddie::i about her feet. 
Gnping lovers, giggling girls and 
dirty school hou::ie were of little 
moment just then. 

Beside her plate at the tea-table 
that evening lay a letter from home. 
In eager haste Louise broke the 
seal and read. The smiles faded 
from her whitening lips. The letter 
read thus: "Ned is very ill with 
diphtheria. I'm afraid to tell yon 
what we fear. Your father and I 
think itadvisable for you to remain 
where yon are during your vaca­
tion, at least until you bear from us 
again. I cannot bear to think of 
the disappointment to us all, but we 
must not risk our dear danghtet·'s 
life. Try to forget yourself in 
othe1·s.'' 

Hastily excusing herself, Loui::ie 
left the table and hurried to her 
room. Shut away from intrusive, 
curious eyes, she met and fought 
one of tl1e hardest battles of her 
life-a conflict between anxiety, 
homesickness and their foe, obedi­
ence. All her loving heart cried 
ont against this enforced detention 
from her suffering brother. Her 
min<l revolted at the idea of Chris­
tmas spent in such surroundings. 
Every fiber of her nature was in 
arms against the seemingly cruel 
mandate. 

The stru2g-le was sharp and short. 
Gradually the stormy rebellion sub­
sided and Louise was able to appre­
ciate the lovmg care that proinpted 
her mothe1·'s order, but gnawing 
<lisapointment remained in her 
heart. 

The following Saturday and Sun­
day were weary, anxious days. 'fhe 
poor girl, tormented with the be­
Jief that a telegram was corning to 
announce her brother's death, 
scarcely left the one window of her 
room that overlooked the road, 
training her eyes to catch the first 

s 
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glimpse of tho dreaded carrier. 
Snnday evening ca111e. Night's 

curtain sbnt the tiresome road from 
her sight. A strange peace seitled 
down npon the young girl as she 
sat alone l>y tho glimmenng fire. 
Suddenly, as from out the silence, 
came these words, "Try to forget 
yourself in olhers, "-the Ja::;t words 
of her mother's letter. Scarcely 
heeded before, in the tumult of her 
emotions, now ::;he coulll al most 
hoar her mother's voice, so real the 
mes,.;a2:e seemed. Did it mean that 
she shonl<l do tiOmething for thm,e 
tittering girb and ogling boys? 
Louise smiled at the idea of- cele­
brating Christmas with them. Not 
that she felt herself of a ~nperior 
monk!, lJnt their spheres seemed 
;.;o far apart that to cclebrnto tho 
beautiful Chri::;tmastidc here, a:; in 
her own home among her loved 
ones seemed an impossibility. 

Again and again Louise dismissed 
the won!:; froill her mind. Again 
and again they retnrned. Ab, wise 
mother! \\'ho but a mother would 
have known so well the bitter di::;­
appointment and it:; best remedy. 

Before she retired that nig·ht 
Louise had forrned a resolution. 
At present it meant simply to en­
ter the festivities of the family, 
shoul<l there l>e any, with all the 
spirit :;he coulll summon, anll make 
the best d disagreeable circu111-
stances. 

Throu_ghout the night, heavy 
snow :tell quietly. In the rnorn­
in:r, the wood:; :;eemed a pret­
ty bit of fair_yland. The damp 
snow elung to all it touched. All 
rug.,;etl ouLline.,; and unsightly 
place:-; were rounded and wrapped 
in billowy mas:;es. A gray mi.-;t 

hung amitl the trees. Every nod­
ding weed and bare branch bristled 
u:; with a myriad of tiny glistening 
bayonets. As the teacher plodded 
throngh the drifts, her young 
heart could not help bnt be glad 
because ,of the beauty about her, 
despite the heavy loacl of anxious 
fears that re:;ted there. 

V\'hen the chilclren were assem­
bled, Louise spoke to them of 
Chri,;imas day :;o near at hand, 
::tt1(l incidentally inquirou it::: meun­
mg. Only a few bad any concep­
tion of the meaning. One smd it 
was :;orno man's birthday. Bnt 
to the uiajority of poor, little 
crn111ped soub, the clay meant only 
a time when "school didn't k<3ep." 

Then Loni:;e told tho s,rnct, old 
story of thfl fir::;t Christmas. No 
:;ilver-tongued orator ever had a 
more attentive audience than thm;e 
little children who caught ea,!rerly 
at every W()rd that fell frolll the 
teacher's lip:;. ln:;pired l>y tlie11· 
eager int1:,rc.-;t, Louise continued 
tho morning'::; ta! k lon_g p::vt the 
usual time allotted to it. She tolcl 
of Chri::;tmas us it was observed in 
her own far away homo; of splen­
did Ch ri:;tnia:; trees laden with 
gift:;; of Santa Clan:; and his pr:tuc­
ing reindeer; of beautiful Christ­
ma:; services; an<l families gathernd 
about bouutifnlly spre:.vl tables. 

\ \"lien the talk wn,~ finishecl the 
children drew deep ::;ighs of sati:;­
foct ion, lint the wi::;tfnl expressions 
upon their face:; went :-;traight to 
the teacl · er's heart and tears sprang 
to her e_ve.,; when a pour little, hal£­
starved, half-clothed child a,d<e<l 
timidly: "ls it trne, teacher, or is 
it jn::;t out of a book?" Loui:;e 
hastened to a:;sure her that it was 
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all true. Then an<l there her reso­
lution took definite form. These 
children should have a Christmas 
tree and a Christmas dinner as near­
ly like those of her own chil<lhood 
as 1 i rn i ted time and circn rnstances 
would allo,v. 

The fir:;t was an easy matter, 
for most beantifnl trees grow at 
the very door and conld be had for 
the asking. At once her nctivo 
mirnl saw the possibility of con­
verting one of them into a very 
respectable copy of those of her 
chillhood. Paper chains, pop­
corn fastoons, toy candles and gol<l 
tinsel woulcl give it an ai1· of fe,;­
tivity, while the simple giftscoul<l 
he made hy the clnl<lrPn, for one 
another <lnring their bnsy work 
periotk 

Oh, the tree was easily cornpas,.;­
ed, bnt how about tho dinner? As 
Lonise lookecl in the faces of her 
sch.,lar,; that morning, perhaps 
she irna.~inocl some of the pinched, 
h1111.2:ry expressions she saw there; 
!mt knowing so well the wretched 
poverty in some of their homel:l, 
she conld not tlonht lint that many 
of the,.;e little ones wonl<l have 
scarcely enough to satisfy hnnger 
on Christmas <lay, to say nothing­
of snch a dinner as she hopocl to 
give them. But how~ That was 
the question that revolved all dny 
in her l.rnsy brain. 

In a Rmall clearing near the se;hool 
wa'I a tiny log house. In ontwn.nl 
appearance, j u,;L like iti; neigh i>or,-, 
except in Rize. Bnt within the 
cheny, suni;hiny atmoRphere of 
home wa,; to Loni,;e as nn oai;is in 
a de,;ert. bncl. Herc, with a crip­
pled brother, Ii ved one of those 
<lear ol(l maiden In.dies that nre a 

blessing to the community in which 
they live. 

To Annt Sabina, as she was fa­
miliarly called, Louise went with 
her puzzle at closo of school. This 
was not the first vexing question 
she ha<l carried to th,i sympathetic 
soul, ancl in this case, as in the 
others, she felt sure of good advice 
a~cl cordial co-operation. The girl's 
heart was too fnll to allow of wast­
ed time in preliminary conversa­
tion. Plunging at once into the 
heart of her story, she told of thn 
trouble at homo, of her conseq1wnt 
detention, of her mother's ad vice, 
and of her, ns yot nnfinishecl plan,;, 
As Louise talked, the face of her 
listener brightened; her kind eyes 
beamed npon the speaker; tho click­
ing needles flew foster as the story 
proceecled. 

The story en<lecl, Aunt Sabina 
mechnnically folde(l her knitting, 
straightened her glasses, smoothed 
her :;nowy apron, and settled her· 
self to the sol ntion of the q nestion 
of how to arrange for a Christmas 
dinner of twenty hungry children. 
Brother Hiram ·traightencd bis 
n.ching back and became an active 
member in the debate. Racking 
pains contd not shrivel the big 
hPart that embrace<l every child in 
the village. In evory good work 
Hiram Goodspeed was his sister's 
able second. 

I need not tell yon all the details 
of that convers:1tiou; enongh, that 
tho details wero wholly satisfactory 
to the visitor. 

The remaining <lays of the week 
wcro crowde,l full of activities for 
teacher and pupils. Louise felt 
justified in abamlo11ing tho rnin<,r 
part,; of tho daily program, beliov-
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ing that the lessons of love and 
kindness which the children would 
learn from this occasion were 
worth as much to them as those 
derived from a close a,lherence to 
the program 

She had received no further word 
from home; but hoping that "no 
news meant good news,'' she sat 
aside all unnecessary worry and 
fear and gave her best effort to the 
fulfilling of her plans. 

By Friday night wonders bad 
been accomplished. The unsight­
ly school room was converted into 
quite a bower of beauty. Great 
loops of pine festoons draped win­
<bws, doors and teacher's desk. 
Whole branches of evergreen 'ltood 
in the four corners of the room and 
a great piney bell hung frnm the 
ceilin~. Clusters of bitter-sweet 

• berries brightened the dark corn­
ers. Appropriate crnyon pictures 
udorned the crackled ooards. On 
one board Loni:-e had drawn in 
colored crayons, a picture of Santa 
Claus on a housetop. The cl'tlde 
picture was a keen delight to the 
color-loving children. The great 
tree stood in the cente1· of the 
room. 

Remembering that in her child­
hood half her pleasure in 11 tree 
was in helping to trim 1t, Louise 
ha,l allowed these children to assist 
as far as possible. When all was 
finished, the trne was truly htw1ti­
ful. ,Each child had fashioned 
some simple gift for his favorite 
playmate, then with great show of 
secrecy hid it away in ''teache1·'s 
desk" until the eventful clay. 

To accomplish all this required 
a greate1· numbe1· and more a0com­
plished hands than those of the 

children alone. Louise began by 
asking the girls at her home to as­
sist in fashioning t.he bell. They 
consented so gladly she ventured 
still fm·ther and the result was a 
gathering of young people at 
the school house one evening to 
make and hang festoons. That 
pine trees were good for anything 
but fuel and lumber seemed a rev­
elation to them. Their pleased 
surprise in each item of decoration 
was very gratifying to Miss 
Robe1-ts. By the end of the week 
there was Acarcoly a family in the 
village who did not feel an interest 
in the proceedings. 

Nothing now remained to com­
plete the first part of the plan, so 
Louise was free to turn her atten­
tion to the other part which was 
gradually maturing in Annt Sa­
bin's kitchen. So far, this was a 
profound secret between those 
three. 

Christmas came on Tuesday_ 
The children were to assemble nt 
the tree Christmas eve. When 
they went home on Friday night 
each child carried an invitation 
from the teacher req nesting the 
parents to 3ttend the exercises of 
Monday evening. 

A very short, simple program 
had l>een arranged to precede the 
distribution of gifts, but when the 
company assembled the children 
were too excited to be controlled 
and the program was abandoned. 
While the little ones <lanced wildly 
about the tree and their elders ad­
mired it in more dignified silence, 
Louise went among the company, 
making the acquaintance of some, 
winning the hearts of all by her 
cherry face and pleasant words. 
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Presently a merry jingling: of 
bells at the door sonn<led above the 
tumult within and Santa Clans 
came stamping the snow from his 
feet ::i.n<l shonting to his imaginary 
reindeer. It was good to see the 
wonder on the children's faces at 
this unexpected appearance of 
Santa. 

,T ust before the company broke 
np, Louise touchecl the bell upon 
her desk and gainecl tho children's 
attention while she reqnestetl each 
one to rr.eet her at the school honso 
on tho morrow at noon. Then to 
the further amazement of yonng 
and old, she eontinne<l, ''Yon will 
please bring with yon a platfl, knife 
ancl fork.'' 

Early the next day she lllet her 
band of chosen helpers nnddirecte<l 
the111 in tho constrnction of tables 
and benches. These wore strctchecl 
the length of the room ancl the 
tables covered with brown wrap­
ping paper for table cloths. 

\Vhen the children anivec! at 
noon they found a bountiful :,;npply 
of plain, wholesome food awaitiug 
them. At either encl arnl in the 
center of the long table ,;toocl a dc­
liciorn,ly l>rnwne<l chicken pre, 
stealllin.2.· hot from Annt Snbina's 
oyen. Large IJowls of rnnshecl po­
tatoes, heaping plate,, of bread and 
cakes, baskets of rosy apples, with 
nnts and candy for dc:,;sf\rt, fur­
nished such a dinner as few of the 
children would have hatl in their 
own l11rn1es. 

After a simple blessing the as':ist­
ants aidc<l in waiting npon the 
chi ldren. Yon wonlcl have been 
honifie<l at the table rniurncr,;. 
Snch cramming:, smacking, reach­
ing ancl gTab~)ing surprised even 

Louise, who·lrnew them. so well. 
But her heart was glad because of 
the content written on each little 
dirty face; and not for that alone,­
she was conscious that the love ancl 
thonght put into·the past weck''s 
work, harl won the confidence of 
the people as months of honest 
school work wonl<l not have done. 

Late in the aftemoon when the 
school room had resume<l its nstrnl 
aspect, Lonisc "'·as thanking her 
dep:irting :i.ssistnnts at the door. 
Sudclcnly a boy rode np and lmnd­
cd her a telegram. A parnlyzinµ: 
fear possessec1 her. Her trembling 
finger coul<l scarcely nnfold the 
slip. One glance ancl nll the worl<l 
was bright again. She read: "Neel 
is 011t of danger. Come." 

Extrnct _from a letter written by 
a menibt·r•of the primary clepart• 
ment who,wa,.. a witness of tho fire: 

"La,;t night the school g-ot afire. 
A table got on fire and a door. Tho 
rough got on fire. to more win­
dows got on fire aud the next floor 
got on fire. The rough got on fire 
all over ancl the next floor got on 
firn. The other sicle of the school 
got on fire; it wa::; ::i. big fire. They 
put water 011 the school and the 
next floor got on fil'e ancl the school 
was ,--Jl afire ancl the room that I 
am in got afire and all of my things 
were afire. The lowest room the 
little binl was taken out and the 
top uf the :-;chool fell in and the 
sides some of them the rocks were 
all n1:011ml." 

The spirit of the tcael1er,,; aml 
students exhibited in contending 
with diflicu I tie:,; pron1 isc8 a Hnccess" 
f(1I year's work. 
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RUINS OF RIVER FALLS NORMAL SCHOOL BUILDING. 

Taken three days after the fire. 

•Roft-heariedn~ in times like these "Howe'cr we trust to mortal things., 
Show softness in the upper story."-Lowell. ' Each hath its pair of folded wings; 

. "Past and to come, seem best: things present, 
worst."-Shakespearc. 

• "0 yet we trust that somehow good 
. Will be the final goal of lll,"-Tennyson. 

"All human things 
tor dearest value hang ,on slender strings," 

Little did . :the faculty and students 
dream when the key was turned at five 
o'clock on .that memora\:Jle night, ' No­
vember~ 9, ·i897, tliat the noble 6Jd build­
ing would never receive thin~-•'b~d'once 
again and that only to sna~ch,'·a ;few of 
her treasures from the ,viciousnrss of the 

t _< ...:.I 

Prince of Earthly Mast~_l-~-:;r P,fes. Parker 
always made it a part ot:.his p'ersonal sup­
ervision to go through every room of the 
entire building three times a week, pre­
vious to the closing of the building for the 
night. 

On the day of the fire he made his 
usual rounds and had anything been 
wrong in the chemical laboratory previous 
to 5:15 p. m. that day, it would not have 
escaped his alertness. ~ Therefore, al­
though many possible causes have been 
advanced, in all probability the real cause 
of the fire never will be known. ; 

It was a cord, uninviting night. About 
three. inche·s- of ·siiow - l1ad falfen some 

Though long their t,errors rest unspread, 
'£heir fatal plumes aro never shed: 
At last, at last, they stretch in flight, 
And blot the day and bhist the night." 

-0. W. l::lolmes, "After the Fire," 
,'J.' ;,"Wise men ne'er sit and wail their loss, 
.. But cheerJiy seek how to redress their 
;-_ harm." -Shakespeare. 

~ys previous, imparting to everything 
the impress of that dull, monotonous, 
transitional period from autumn to winter. 
The students had but little more than 
started their evening's labor when the fire 
alarm, mingled with the coarser and 
louder peals from the Normal School and 
the church bells,aroused the whole city to 
the impending danger. Seconds, scarce­
ly, were required to spread the alarm, 
"The Normal building is afire." The 
wretched condition of the roads made it 
difficult for the fire company to make 
their wonted speed ancl they were handi­
capped again in the water supply. They 
worked like heroes and little did they 
heed the icicles that clung to their hats, 
mittens and coats! The fire, however, 
was too high to reach from the outside, 
so the fu:l power wa!' turned on the fire 
that was rapidly making its way from the 
chemical into the physical laboratory and 
adjoining rooms and the attic above the 
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chemical laboratory. '.All the combust­
table material in the building was as dry 
as tinder so that nothing short of the well­
equipped fire brigade of a large city could 
have saved the main building, even in 
part. The firemen did all that men cou ld 
do and they have received nothing but 
words of commendation for their labor. 
Unfortunately for the workers below, the 
lights from the lower corridors had been 
carried to the third story. The surging 
mass of rescuers pushed and jostled each 
other along these dark labyrinths, but the 
work of saving the more valuable con­
tents of the buildin_; never ceased until 
the roof had fallen in. One of the last 
things to be saved was the Grand piano, 
when at the call of Pres. Parker more 
than a score of men carried the instru­
ment from the second floor clown through 
the dark hall-ways to a place of safety. 

Prof. Ewing never left his favorite 
haunts in the third story until it was 
wholly unwise to remain longer and it 
was his cool head that saved much of the 
valuable phy;;ical apparatus. 

Profs. Brier, Clark and Sims were fore­
most in tbe fight, followed by scores of 
volunteer students and resident citizens. 

Pres. Parker gave his commands with 
a lmost as much ·self-control and gentle­
ness as he exhibits in his ordinary daily 
work. 

The N. L. S. lost nearly all of its em­
bellishments, among which was a good 
library. The splendid museum was a 
total loss; everything in the chemical 
laboratory went up; many of the records 
of twenty-two yea1s' accumulation; hun­
dreds of dollars worLh of bo0ks and other 
like embdl shments are nu:11b~red among 
the losses. 

It would take too much time ancl spaC(: 
to enumerate all that was lost, and even 
though it should be given the power to 
see every material thing that passed aw,1y 
forever, yd even t:1en my story would 
only be begun. The tr,1cl.tio:1s of the 
school-the sweet memories <Jf familiar 
rooms and nooks, the ch;qrl with its 
wealth of the associations of students and 
faculty in Lyceum; the rostrum upon 
which our good facu:ty each morning 
greeted us with their earnest faces; the 
winding stairs, the gymnasium and 

even the rugs in the hall-ways all possess 
associations that have unconsciously 
woven themselves into our lives. Al­
though the building is gone, yet these 
pleasant memories will come back to 
each of us time and time again. Not 
like the meteor that flashes for an in­
stant and then disappears forever, but 
like the star in heaven they will pierce 
many a c'.oucl of despondency and show 
us the way. 

In the new building that is soon to 
crown the old site, we may confidently 
anticipate a re-en'orcement of all the vi­
talizing forces that contribute to the mak­
ing of a good school. 

Let us hope that the present faculty 
may continue a unit in their noble work 
when removed to their new and more 
adequate home. 

Yes; the old building is gone. but the soul 
cannot die. It rose on the morning after 
the fire and has gone right along with its 
noble mission of life-expansion. Believ­
ing that the gcod people of River Falls, 
together with the faculty and respons.ble 
official bo~lies, will ever preserve intact 
the Normal School interests of this sec­
tion of good olJ \V,sconsin, I dedicate 
thes e few words to Prof. Brier's scrap­
book, th :s l:.:th clay of December, 1897. 

G. \V. SWARTZ. 

from Sympathizing Friends. 
Below will be found clippin~s frJm 

communir.ations whi::h ha\'e b:.:cn 1 c­
ceived at tLe school s:nce the fire. Ow­
ing to the lack of space we have b~en 
forced to omit even scores of others all 
equally as inter~sting and though ti.ii as 
those from which the se lecctions have 
been made.-Ecl. 

Mae E. S~hreibcr, !Vlilwau'.-::ee Normal: 
"Burned o,1t and 0•1ly lost a half day of 
school work!" 

Pr<:s. f. C. l\lcN<:ill, Superior Normal 
s ~hool to Pres. Parker: "Regent Os­
trander agrees with me that your prompt­
ness in action is one th;it s:1ould lead to 
a chan:~e of n une, and that henceforth 
you shuul I '"' known as N' 1poleoa Park­
er. 1 con~r.itulate you on hvlding things 
t:>~ef1c r so we!:." 

Prnf. J. \V. ~t ·arns, \Viscnnsin Univer­
sity: •·r congratubte you on :he very 
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prompt resumption of work at the Nor­
mal after the fire. I know something of 
the work involved, and am astonished at 
the result." 

Pres. Pray, Stevens Point Normal: 
"Sti!vens Point sends sincere sympathy 
in your misfortune. Have good cour­
age." 

S. A. Farnsworth. Principal Cleveland 
Hig:1 School, St. Paul: ''I trust that you 
will have a new building ere long better 
equipped for the school." 

S. B. Tobey, Prin. Hudson High School, 
Hudson. \Vis.: ''I am truly sorry for this 
calamity. I trust that the generosity and 
wisdom of this great state will cause the 
Normal to be rebuilt at once." 

Miss M. E. S. Scott, formerly teacher 
of Latin and German in the Normal 
here, but now of the Chicago University: 
"Jlly whole sympathy is with you. I 
hope the state will rebuild at once.'' 

Ex-State Superintendent Wisconsin, 0. 
E. vVel'.s: "I am surprised and pained to 
note in the Milwaukee Journal the ac­
count of the l0ss by fire of the River Falls 
Normal S : ho"Jl building. I sincerely re­
gret the L.>ss to the community." 

Pres. Albert S:ilisbury, Whitewater! 
Normal: "The students and faculty of 
th, \Vhitewa:er Norm:il Schbol extend to 
the River Falls Normal School sincere 
sympat:iy ;,nd profound regret for the 
disaster which has befallen you. \,\/hat 
can we do?" 

John B. Parkins:m, Professor of Con­
stitutional and International Law, Uni­
vers .t; W1sco:1sin: "I read of the touch­
inl L:iyalty of the students anJ of every 
o:1e e:s:"! in the time of trial, and of the 
al.nost unparalleled prompt and gener-
0:1;-; a:tion of y,rnr citizens, private and 
o:ticial, in co.ning to t'.1e rescue. I feel 
fiat it aff,:>rds the be,t possible evidence 
of the str 0n·ghoid the school has upon 
t1e city :nd community. I trust this fire 
m:iy in so.ne way prov.! a blessin.~ in dis­
guise, and that your building will soon 
be r ~placed by another more perfect in 
its appointments and better suited to your 
n=ecls and possibilities." 

H:irry L. Currier, stLtdent S:huol of 
Mines, Minnesota University: "I believe 

that the added sympathy and interest of 
the people, and the increased patriotism 
of the students will result in an ultimate 
gain which will more than of[;et the tem­
porary misfortune." 

Supt. J. E. Hoyt, Menomonie, Wis.: 
"I wish to express my very deepest sym­
pathy with you in the calamity which you 
have sustained in the loss of your build­
ing. We have gone through this experi­
ence so recently that we well know what 
it means. The extra work, the care and 
inconveniences, the anxiety about a new 
building, cannot be known until one has 
passed through the experience. Theim­
m ediate loss to your school is very great, 
but I think there can be no doubt but that 
in the end you will J.e much better off for 
having had the fire, as has been our ex­
perienc~." 

Pres. C. K. Adams, University Wis­
consin: "The loss of such a building is 
always, for the time at least, a great cal­
am.ty. I have never had the pleasure of 
visiting River Fa lls, but I know of the 
work of the Nor.ral School and I am 
sorry, indeed. that it shou:d in any way 
be embarrass~d or interrupted. While 
taking this view of the situation, I cannot 
but reflect upon the ultimate influence 
such a conflagration seems almost in­
variably to be. A few years ago the 
State University of Indi rna lost its prin­
cip ti building and all its cont.!nts. Some 
ye:irs later, a conflagration swept the 
University of Missouri apparently out of 
exist~nce. As you know, some twelve 
years ago the University of Wisconsin 
lost its most important build:ng. About 
the same time the buildings of Iowa Col­
le6e were all swe;;t to the ground by a 
cyclone. But in re-calling these appar­
ent'y calamitous event-; it is in:eresting 
to note t.rnt in every instanc~ the build­
ing-shave be!en replaced by new accom­
mocl,1tions. It has almost seeme, I to be 
that the b=St thing that could happen to 
a gre 1t institution in the long run is some 
cal unity that will· call out the generous 
sympathies of the public. However para­
doxical this staten1ent may be, there is 
muc:1 in the history of edu:::atioa to justi­
fy it. I hope it may. pro,esoin th.scase. 
I trn5t you have been able to secure such 
accom:nodations as will enable you to go 
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forward with your work without great 
di sad vantage." 

State Norm:il School, Milwaukee. "To 
the President, Faculty and Students of 
River Falls Normal S:hool: Greeting. 

vVhereas, It has come to our knowledge 
that the River Fal!s Normal School build­
in:; has been burned, and 

\Vhereas, \Ve understand the uncom­
fortable conditi ons in which you as faculty 
and students of this institution are placed, 
and 

\Vhereas, \Ve arc members or the same 
sisterhood of schools, working in the 
same field, 

\Ve, the President, Faculty and Stu­
dents of the Milwaukee Normal, join in 
expressing- our heartfelt symp:ithy with 
our co-workers of the River Falls Normal 
S :hool in the recent misfortune that has 
b efallen you. 

Adopted by unanimous vote of the 
school, Dec. 1, 1897. 

Pres. P,1rker seems to delight in com­
m ending the loyal conduct of the students 
dnrin~ th ese unsettled times. '\/Ve are 
thankful for the commendation and mean 
to be worthy of it. However, the praise 
should not be all on one side. \Ve ap­
preciaL the double efforts our professors 
are making. There Is an "elbow touch" 
b etween teacher and student such as 
there has never been before, we believe. 
\Ve know, too, that it was only by the 
prompt, decided action of our preside:1t 
and !acuity that th~ school was preserved 
to us. Furthermore, we be:ieve there s 
not another president and L1culty in the 
state of Wisconsin that could have ac­
comp!ished what ours did in twelve hours 
after the fire and the time that has elapsed 
since. Fon1·ard, com rades! Face the 
difll : ulti es in our march! \Vith su:h cap­
tains as ours, th er~ is no such word as 
failure. 

The promptness with which the srhool 
r -:sumecl work awl t:1e re.1<lin tss with 
w:1, c:1 its 111 ·mbers wlap:e I the.nscivcs to 
11 "11· cowliti ons s'10 \\·s that the:·l· is a pr.1c­
tic:1 1 sick to the: No:-111 I sciwol :1s wc,.J as 
t.1 ,o,-e:;cal. 

NOTICE. 
P,1otos of the ruins of the :'Jonna! 

school builclin:; for s,lc by R. P. Ensig-n. 

The Normal Badger. 
Ente1'Nl at tlw l'ostofficc at Rive,· Falls, 

Wis., CV<'J'Y month as Sl'Cond class nrnttcr. 

STAFF OF OFFICERS: 
Editor-in-('hipf. ................ G. W. SWARTZ. 
Associat.,• Editor ............... G1w. A. WoRKS. 
Business Malltlf(Cl' ......... JOHN II. ANDREWS. 

TERI\IS: 50 cents a. year in advance. 
Sin~le copies 5 t•entR . 

~-~lll)s<·t•ihers w islli:1g cha11µ-P of :tcld1·Pss 
shoul,l a lways g-ive 1lwil' formPt' as well as 
pn•sl'nL nrld1·nss to instn·c a~ninst, mist:tkl's 

GE.1\E.RJiL 1\'.E.WS. 
Henry Gray has gone to Eau Claire. 

i\Iinnie Ciff has withdrawn from schor,l 
on account of ill health. 

A sister and nice of i\liss Smith visited 
her at the Normal recently. 

All other local happenings this month 
an, cast into the shadow by the burning 
of t;1e Normal school. 

One of the healthful features of the new 
condition of thing-s is the short open air 
walk between cl 1sses. 

J\Iiss Anna Swanson, E. '97, visited the 
Normal, Nov. C3 and 24. She is teach­
ing .1t Boardman this year. 

The new school furniture has been 
pl:iced i-1 the new l\[ethocl;st churc:1. The 
c:1L,r;:h nukes a good ass;mbly roo:11. 

s~vcral n~w students have been en­
ro·led s;nce the fire; substantial evic'.ence 
that the Normal sc'wol was not burned, 

J\frs. Cliff, of Glenwood, and Mrs. 
Scott, of Augusta, spent a few days, in­
cluding- Thanks:~iving, w th their daugh­
ters who are attending school here. 

Our sister cities shou ld not forget the 
co111111a11cl, ·'Thou sha.t not covet." As 
one ot our local papers n .. atly puts it, 
"Twenty-two of our sister ri:ies are ask­
ing for something that does not he'ong to 
them.'' 

All the cle!Jartments of the school are 
now comfortably hous~d and the work 
moves on smoothiy. The Preparatory 
:;rade i:, quart ·red in t11c Co:1;::;r ::ational 
church; t:1e Gr.1111111ar ancl l nte: m::! iate 
in (>Joel T ·mpl.ir's Hal'; the P,inrnrv 
ancl K111dcnsartc·11 in t1ie Congr,·galionat 
church 1nrlors, ancl the ?,;ormal, propt!r, 
ass ~mbl s al the B.1ptist church and from 
t'.1ere disperses to recitation pl ices in the 
various churches ancl !nils in t'1c block. 
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Y. W. C. A. 
Maud Wood attended the state 

convention of the Y. W. C. A. at 
Northfield, Minn., Nov. 6 and 7, 
as a delegate from tho Normal Y. 
W. C. A. On the followmg Tues­
day at the regular meeting of the 
Association, she gave a very in­
teresting report of the convention. 
Over one hnndred delegates were 
pre::;ont and the convention was 
nddressod by several prominent 
per.~ons hesides the state officers. 

l\li::;s Holen Barnes, Wisconsin 
Slate Secretary of the Y. \V. C. 
A., visited the Normal Y. W. C. 
A. Tuesday, Nov. Hi. She ad­
<lrcssecl a large nnmber of stmlents 
in tho chapel at fonr o'clock, ancl 
after dismissing that meeting held 
n short conference ,vith tho mem­
ber::; of tho Association, talking 
over and impartin~ ;:iew plans of 
work. Among the m1tny goocl 
and helpful things she said was, 
"God expects more of yon as stn­
dent,- hecanso of tho great privi­
leges you have." 

The Y. W. C. A. devotional 
meeting hekl last Tuesday night 
wa-; one to be long remembered. 
The meeting was chanQ·ed to a 
thanksgiving meeting an<l though 
it seemed dark just then because 
of the disaster to the Nornrnl, all 
fonnd some reason for thankful­
ne;;s. The meeting was mnch en­
conrage<l by having Pros. Parker 
look in to see if all were going 
well, and by l\11ss Hayes' kind 
words of i:;ympathy. 

Athletics. 
All of the N. A. C. goo<ls have 

now been accounted for willi the 
exception of the foot hall, which 

was probably burned. All records 
were lost. 

Some of th~ members of the club 
feel that it is a burden to be 
obliged to pay tho dues during the 
winter months; bnt we must have 
money to carry on spring sports, 
and so far as I am concerned it is 
as easy for me to pay two terms' 
dues of twenty-five cents each as 
to pay an extra assessment of fifty 
cents next spring. Pay up, boys, 
and qnit your grnmbling. 

What i.s the matter with the N. 
A. C. fiUing up a hath room? 
The tnhs were saved, and for ten 
cents a bath at the Maximnm, we 
can pay all of onr expenses. Pres. 
Parker was asked to give his per­
mission and he respoPde<l with 
his hearty "of con n;c," an,1 we 
can depend upon his co-operation 
in ibis as in all mattert:l that urJ 
fort.he best internsts of tho club. 

The N. A. C. hu(l a very inter­
esting meeting at its firt:lt regular 
meeting of this term. Tho eloc­
tion of officers was the fi n;t order 
of bnsiness, and l\lr. Andrews was 
elected prnsillont; Mr. To11sley, 
secretary; l\lr. Leonard, troasurer. 
:Much business was transacted, and 
molions came so fast that it was 
snggestecl the society hire a sten­
ographer. As onr constitntion 
had been destroyed by the fire, a 
comlllittoe was appointed to <lrnft 
a new one. It is 1.0 be h0ped that 
this committee will improve upon 
the old constitntion in some re­
spects. 

Five new student::; have joinocl 
us since Tlrnnksgiving,-threo of 
these since the fire. This doe::; not 
look as though our school is 
loi:;ing ground. 
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Ct{URCJi DIRECTORY. 

CONGRE3ATIONAL CHURCH, 

C. H. M'INTOSH, PASTOR. 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

T. C. CUTHBERT, RECTOR. 

Sunday Services: 10:30 a . m. and 7:30 p. m. 
Sunday school, 11 :45 a . m. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

STEPHEN DUREN, PASTOR. 

On alternate Sundays b<'glnnlng with Oct. 3: 
At 10:ao '1. m., High Mass and Sermon. At 
7:30 p. m .. Sermo11 and Benediction. 
Scats for No11-0atholics always free. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 
Cor. Elm and Second Sts., 

E. D. BENICK, PASTOR. 

Morning service at 10: 30, Sunday School 
at 11:15a. m. Evening service ot song with 
se,·mon at 7 :30. An illustrated sermon ls 
giveu each alternate Sunday evening. 

l\leetl ug for pr:Lye1· and lllble study each 
Wednesday evening . 

B. Y. P. U. 1;neets in c hurch parlor one hour 
before cvcuing- sermon. 

A hearty i11vltation is given to a ll who read 
this to attend any and all of these services. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

W. M. BALCH, PASTOR, 

Services as follows: Sunday, 10:00 a. m., se1·­
mon; 12 m., Sunday school; 11:ilO p. m., Junior 
League ; 6:30 p. m .. Le~Lgue Prayer Meeting: 
7:aQ p, m., i,\Al'tnOn. 

Wcducsd ,,y, 7:ilO p. m., Prayer Meeting. 

G.l.fEpRoberts 
... HAS ... 

Gents' Furnishings, 
Notions, Groceries. 

He Supplies high quality of goods 

for all personal wants 
of students. 

The Flagstaff Corner. 
rlOOOOO O~OOOO 

I 
Furniture, 
Carpets. 

I 
Undertaking Given Special 

Attention. 

0. W. Newcomb & Co. 
Loooooooooooooooooooooooo~~ 

EL H. PARKER, 
RIVER FALLS, WIS. 

Physic ian and Surgeon. 
Special attention given to diseases 

of the throat, nose and 1~best. 
Office hours: 10 to12 a. m. and 2 to 5 p. m. 

~~oooooo~ooooooooooooootooooooooooooooooooooooeoooooooooo~ 

I 
Barnard & I ro E carry a full line of 

Clough, ►:- Drugs, Chemicals, Pat-

I 
ent Medicines and Station-

The ►:- -:- cry~ and make a specialty 

~-~-~.?.~~-~!.~: ........ ~~ .. ~:~.~~.::.:~.~~-~--~~:~: ......... I 
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Established 1874. 

BANK OF RIVER FALLS 
RIVER FALLS, WIS. 

A General Bankm[ Business TransaL ted. 
R. S. BURHYTE, President. 

R. N. JENSON, Vice-President. 
JOSEPH M. S:vinII, Cashier. 

DIRECTORS. 
R. S. Burhyte, F. J. Burhyte, 

R. N. Jenson, 
Joseph M. Smith, 

Osborne Strahl, 

W. D. Parker, 
F. H. Lord, 

L. Stiles. 
S. M. Rosenquist. 

LOANS mndf' on approved secul'ities. 
DRAFTS issued on priacipal ciLi<'S or Am-

100 
Lamps from 

Factory ... 

To be sold at 

Manufacturers' 

Prices. 

erica :tnd En rope. ¥ l'{ 
8'£EA?.ISJI1 p TJCKETR to and f1·om Europe • 0 .-J,f s e t)g ♦ 

on all li1ws n.t lowest rates. ..1.. 
FlRE INSURANUE,-six of the lcn.din~ 

companies represented. 

HON. N. P. HAUGEN, C. N. \,VIGER, --!-
Vice-President. Cashier. 

Farmers and 

Merchants 

State Bank. 

Authorized 
Capital 

$IOO,OOO. 

Paid Up. 
$25,000. 

IUVER FALLS, WIS. 

Telephone 17 ____ .,. 

You Can Save 
Some money by buying 

our Unlaundried White 

Shirt, Linen Bosom, Pat­

ent Facings, \Vamsutta 

Muslin. Price, 50c. 

H. A. Hagestad & Co., 

One Price Cash Store. 

Don't buy before seeing 
these. Something new. 

C. C. GLARS. C. J;;. GLASS. 

Glass Bros.' Livery. 
River Falls, Wis. 

H. E. FOLLANSBEE, 

Surgeon Dentist. 

Gracluatf" or <1hicag-o Officp ov0r Postoflice, 
Denta l Uollt'g;<'. Wvt'l'l,'alls, Wis. 

H. W. RADCLIFF', 

Surgeon Dentist. 

Graduate or Ohio ('ol- OflicP. X. j\Jain Rt., 
lc~e l>l'nial Su1·~t•1·.v. H.ivPt' J1'alls, Wis. 

A. E. GE\ DRO\ ~I. P. C. M. 

Office and l?csidence, 

nexttoGladstonc Hotel. 

Office Hours: 10tot!a.m., ltoJnnd7to 
~ J). Ill, 



E. E. &H. L. LEVINGS, 

• 
Books, 

Stationery, 

School Supplies. 

Wall Paper, 

Curtains, Etc . 
• 

Goods as Good as the Best 

and 

As Cheap as the Cheapest. 

C. F. WinTER, 
THE LEADING 

JEWELER. 

Dealer in Lenses of All Kinds. 
WWW 

~cd3e,3, 
Gf 00-f(!. AND 

Jewef-rt. 

••• 

Machine to Illustrate the Laws of Falllna 
Bodies. 

J. S. HEMENWAY, 
Sole l\'Ianutacturer. 

Bicycle Repairing • F II w· 
a Specialty. River a s, IS. 

Pratt & Son, 
Headquarters for 

First Class Meats. 
TELEPHONE . 

Parker FonntafJ\. PeJ\.s. ~~~~~•~:t:t~~-~~. 
Special Discount to ii I 
Normal Students. I ETTET ! 

{flt>" : 0. D. P , t 
Repairing Sign of the . . ; -==='-- I 

a Speciality. Golden Star. i IT' , { I 
Leave Your Laundry at----.... i \:-at or• i 

The White Front F•;~:::1,.. i --====- I 
RIVER FALLS, - - WIS. ~ 

Cur:~~!rstedt. Barber Shop. 1--ff.Eeeeff.ff.E:Eff.f.Ef!ff.el 



DRUGS. LAMPS. 
For Purity of Material and Excellence of Finished 

Prescription Work 

Ta~~art is the Leadin~ Dru~~ist. 
Prices Always the Lowest, Quality Considered. 

School Supplies. Wall Paper. 
Don't~~~ Get f he ]3esf Warranted. 

Experiment 

Always Satisfactory. 

Cet)tt.I:ry F our,tai~ Pet). 
Commended by Normal Users. • - - New Style for Ladies. - •• Dis­

co11nt to Students, 25 per cent. 
CHAS. WENTZ, CENTURY FOUNTAIN PEN CO .. 

Agent for Normal School. Whitewater, Wis 

F. J. :BU~KYTE, 
RIVER FALLS, WIS. 

Cloaks, Capes and Jackets, 
For Fall and Winter. 

The Largest Stock, Choicest Styles, Lowest Prices. 
Come in and See Them. 

N. H. WIGER & SON, R. S. Freeman, Druggist, 
DEALERS IN 

A Solid Gold Fountain 
Pen ................... . $1.00, 

&--Satisfadion Guaranteed. ~chool Supplies and Fancy Articles. 
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