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Matmen win two, Cagers drop to Point 59-57

l to be the basket which put
Falcon guard John Langlois drives in for what proved
River aFalls gl‘:no overtime at 57-57 against Stevens Point Friday night. Ri\;)e; Ft;lel;
lost a heart breaker to the Pointers 59-57. Looking on for the Falcons is Bob Par

(42). (Tom Menard photo)

James’s crew wins pair,
loses to Superior 22-12

Byron James’ grapplers extended their
dual meet record to 5-1 Saturday, but
picked up their first loss of the season
in the process. The talented Falcon
grapplers beat Gustavus Adolphus 23-17
and dumped Eau Claire 18-12. Super-
ior soundly defeated the Red men 22-12.

RIVER FALLS 23
GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 17

Picking up pins for the Red Men were
Ed Rusch in 3:58 of the second period and
senior Don Bjelland who pinned his op-
ponent in 4:45 of the second round. Fresh-
man Chuck Hanson won his 118 pound
match with a forfeit and senior Brock
Masrud won the 126 division by forfeit
also.

Jon Anderson won by forfeit in the 142
pound class, while Jerry Offord dropped
his 158 pound match by a 5-3 score.
Senior Jesse Zvolena scored a 10-3 vic-
tory in the 167 pound ¢lass, but Tom
Hass lost his 177 pound class with a 9-6
loss.

Falcon 190 pounder Dan Meyers drop-
ped his match by a 4-1 scere and sopho-
more Bab Gwidt dropped his heavyweight
match 2-0.

RIVER FALLS 18 - EAU CLAIRE 12

Freshman Chuck Hanson dropped his
118 pound match by a 6-0 decision, but
senior ace Brock Masrud came back to
soundly defeat his 126 pound oppongnt
10-2. Jerry Jens recorded a 6-1 vic-
tory in his 134 pound match and Jim
Utter lost at 142 by a 6-4 tally.

Senior Don Bjelland picked up his se-
cond win of the day, witha 11-4 decision
at 150 pounds, but junior Lindy Johnson

d his 158 match by a 3-2 score.
gggf standout Doug Williams picked
up a 4-2 win at 167 pounds and sopho-
more Mike Helmbrecht won 6-1 in the
177 pound bracket.

In the 190 pound bracket Tom Hass
lost a 22-7 decision with sophomore
Bob Gwidt picking up a 11-1 victory
in the heavyweight division.

Continued on page 9.

Senior Dave Chinnock swims his way to a first place finish in Friday’s meet with
Chinnock won the 200 yard backstroke in 2:18.0. The lanky River Falls

Hamline.

Big Red lost three bucket games to op-
ponents last week. Tuesday Eau Claire
whipped the Falcons 103-68. Friday
night Stevens Point nipped the Falcons
59-57 in overtime and Saturday the War-
hawks of Whitewater bumped River Falls
87-70.

EAU CLAIRE 103 - RIVER FALLS 68

The Eau Claire Blugolds showed to the
Falcons why they are ranked nationally
in college basketball, by drubbing them
103-68.

John Langlois gave the Falcons their
only lead of the night by connecting on
a free throw with 19:11 left in the first
half, making the score 1-0. The Blugolds
retaliated with some fine outside shoot-
ing by Tom Jackson and built 15-4 lead
with 15:22 left in the first half. The
Falcons tried to slow the game ‘down by
working for the good shot, but were
unable to connect. Eau Claire’s fast
breaking offense soon took control of
the game as they raced to a confortable
32-9 lead with 7:25 left in the half. Big
Red finally got on the score board with
Bob Parker hitting a- free throw making
the score 32-10. The Falcons went nearly
six minutes without scoring a point. Fresh-
man guard John Langlois picked up his
3rd foul with 8:00 left in the half to hurt
the Falcons cause even more.

After a commanding lead of 49-24 at
halftime the Blugolds continued to pour
it on in the second half. Eau Claire
commanded the backboards with 6'10’’
Mike Ratliff and 6’8’’ Steve Johnson doing
most of the retrieving. Ron Penning foul -
ed out with 16:04 left in the game, to hurt
the Falcons in the rebounding department.

With the score 77-45 with 10:15 left in
the contest, the Blugolds lost their mo-
mentum and the Falcons played them on
even terms for the remainder of the
game. Bob Parker shot well from the
outside, but could not get the Falcons
back into the ballgame.

Mike Ratliff lead the Blugolds in scor-
ing with 20 points while Frank Schade and
Steve Johnson each chipped in 15.

STEVENS POINT 59, RIVER FALLS 57

‘“‘We played a good game. We’ve been
looking for improvement all seeson and
finally got it,”’ commented head .coach
Newman Benson, after a heart breaking
loss Friday night to the Stevens Point
Pointers.

Big Red finally proved that they could
play some decent basketball, as they caught
Stevens Point flat but dropped a 59-57
decision in overtime. The Falcons start-
ed out fast as Ron Penning’s turn around
jumper gave RF a 4-0 lead with 17:52
left in the first half. Big Red showed
good hustle on defense and were scrappy
on the boards, as the nip and tuck battle
;vlth the Pointers continued in the first

alf.

Tom Ritzenthaler, a 6’4"’ forward kept
the Pointers in the game as his accurate
outside shooting gave the visitors their
biggest lead of the night at 20-12 with
7:19 remaining in the first half. It look-

native is also a student senator on the Falcon campus. (Lloyd Wilson photo)

ed like it would be another one of those
nights for the Falcons, but baskets by
John Langlois and Ron Penning helped
the Falcons narrow the gap. The game
was finally tied when Todd Prink hit a
basket from underneath to make the score
20-20 with 3:35 left in the half.

Big Red’s shooting picked up just be-
fore the end of the first half as big Ron
Penning hit key baskets just before the
buzzer. The Pointers big gun in Tom
Ritzenthaler hit a bucket just before
the buzzer sounded, to give Stevens Point
a narrow one point lead at 29-28 at the
half. Ritzenthaler poured through 22
points in the first half.

The second half was almost a complete
duplicate of the first, as both teams would
not give up. The Falcons continued to
show good defense, as they time and time
again allowed Stevens Point only one shot
at the basket. The Falcons out rebounded
the visitors with 6°4’* forward Todd Prink
leading the way with 11 snares. With
both teams employing a ball control of-
fense, the game seasawed back and forth
until the Falcons opened up a three point
bulge 53-50 with 6:30 left in the game.
With the score again knotted at 57-57
with 1:32 left, Stevens Point went into a
stall while looking for the good shot. Bob
Hennings shot at the buzzer bounced high
off the rim and the game was then sent
into a five minute overtime period.

The Falcons were again without the
services of Rén Penning, as he fouled
out just before the overtime period be-
gan. Both teams were very cautious in
the overtime period as only two points
were scored. The Falcons had a chance

to win the game but Bob Parkers tw?
free throws went astray,

FG FT TP
Penning 7 2 16
Langlois 7 1 15
Prink 5 1 11
Swetalla 1 1 9
Parker 1 2 4
DeGross i 0 2

WHITEWATER 85 - RIVER FALLS 70

After a hard fought game against Ste-
vens Point, the Falcons handed the White -
water Warhawks a tough game, but came
out on the short end of an 85-70 score.

Ron Penning started out the scoring
for the Falcons with a short jump shot
and gave Big Red a 2-0 lead with 19:27
left in the first half. Penning hit three
short shots from underneath to give the
Falcons a 10-9 lead with 16:00 left on the
clock. Whitewater kept in the game main-
ly on the shooting of freshman forward Bob
Opps who hit several from the corner and
helped the Warhawks gain the lead for the
first time at 14-13 with 13:20 left on the
clock.

With Big Red playing without the ser-
vices of Randy Schulse and Steve Wilcox
for the weekend games, the Falcon start-
ers had the burden of playing most of the
way. Warhawk guard Tom Van DeBogart
was also causing the Falcon defense trou-
ble in the first half , as he and Opps con-
sistently hit key baskets. Whenever pos -
sible both teams showed they couldscore,
as run-shoot tactics were installed.
Whitewater held a slim lead of 42-39 at
the half.

Big Red got off to a slow start in the
second half as they had put only two
points on the board with 15:00 minutes
left in the contest. The Falcons again
showed the hustle they had the previous
night and came back to within seven of the
Warhawks with 9:10 left in the game.
Both teams suffered numerous turnovers
in the second half ag the play started to
become ragged. With the score 71-65 with
2:35 leftin the game the Warhawks broke
the game wide open. Key free throws by

Hugh Gnatzig spelled defeat for the Fal-
cons as fouls hurt their cause.

FG FT TP

Penning 9 2 20
Langlois 5 3 13
e 6 8 15
Swetalla 4 2 10
Parker 3 2 8
DeGross 1 1 3
Merriman 0 1 l
70

















