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Administration given a facelift

Recently retired Nylander to assume interim chancellor duties
June 1; Coombs to retain provost position, Halada named VCAF

Mike Longaecker
Front Page Editor

In the latest change in UW-
River Falls administration since
the March 25
death of
Chancellor
A n n
Lydecker,
Provost
G5 alint y
Coombs
announced
April 12 that
she will

will be the new vice chancellor
for administration and finance.
The position was vacated in
January when Nylander retired.

In a campus-wide e-mail,
Coombs said she won’t be a can-
didate for the chancéllorship
when the search committee
begins narrowing the field.

Coombs had been named inter-
im chancellor by Lyall immedi-
ately following Lydecker’s
death.

The new leadership will re-
unite the three administrators
who had all previously

Nylander as interim chancellor
will bring “a calm, stable force”
to the position, Halada said.

“I look forward to working
with Virgil again,” Halada said.
“We make a good team.”

Halada said she was happy but
melancholy to be named to the
position for which she and three
other candidates had been com-

peting.
“I'm pleased,” Halada said.
“But with Ann’s death, the tenor

of things have changed some-
what.”

She said her primary

relinquish
her post as
interim
chancellor June 1.

Virgil Nylander, former vice
chancellor for administration

Ginny Coombs

served under Lydecker.

“I am very pleased
that Dr. Ginny Coombs,
Dr. Virgil Nylander and
Ms. Mary Halada have
agreed to form the

goal as vice chancellor
for administration and
finance is “just to get
through the year.”
“The three of us have
worked well together,”

and finance, was appointed by senior  management Halada said of the re-,
UW System President Katharine team to lead UW-RF assembled team of
Lyall to take the reins until a per- during the coming tran- administrators. “This
manent replacement is named.  sition,” Lyall said in will really be a year of

Coombs . also formally Coombs’ e-mai. 3 SRS transition with the new
announced that Mary Halada The additien of Virgil Nylander  pancelior coming, but

we’ll be able
to do it.”

Coombs
cHENt cd
Halada’s
experience
both at UW-
RF and with
politicians in
Madifon as
assets she’ll
bring to the
job.

“Mary has proven herself capa-
ble and ready,” Coombs said.
“She has great experience in the
financial area. She understands
detail and sees the big picture.”

Coombs, who had previously
said she would consider a chan-
cellorship, said she will remain
at UW-RF through the 2004-05
academic year.

The e-mail did not elaborate on
Coombs’ plans beyond the 2004-
05 school year.

See CHANGES, A6

Mary Halada

Car crash claims
another from UW-RF

Senior business administration
major was to graduate in May

Tiffany Shelman
Editor

UW-River Falls student Clay
Vannet died of head injuries sus-
tained in a car crash April 11.

Vannet, 23, was found at the
intersection of Highway 29 and
County Road MM just after 6
a.m. According to the Pierce
County Sheriff’s Department
report, Vannet was traveling
north on Highway 29 when his
vehicle left the road and over-
turned. He was taken by ambu-
lance to the River Falls Area
Hospital and then by helicopter
to Regions Hospital in St. Paul,
Minn. Vannet died Tuesday .

The accident remains wunder
investigation.

A senior majoring in business
administration, Vannet was
scheduled to graduate with hon-
ors in May:

Ellen Schultz helped Vannet
with his internship at TLC
Seeds. She said he was a produc-
tive young adult and his death is
quite a loss.

“Any student we lose is one too
many,” Schultz said.

She said Vannet was looking
beyond a bachelor’s degree.

“He was enthusiastic about
what he was doing,” Schultz
said. “He wasn’t just going
through the motions; he had a
purpose.”

Vannet, son of Jim and Debra
Vannet of River Falls, was plan-
ning to attend graduate school at
the University of Minnesota-
Duluth next year.

Funeral services will be held
April 16 at 11 a.m. at the First
Congregational Church, 110 N.
Third St., River Falls.

Staff writer Sarah Day con-
tributed to this story.

Campaign finance reform, voter turnout focus of Feingold visit

Micheal Foley
Assistant Editor

April 12, U.S. Sen.. Russ Feingold visited UW-
River Falls to speak to students, faculty, staff and
members of the community about several issues
from campaign finance reform to voter participa-
tion, but he named the fight against terror his top
priority, .

Feingold said President Bush was doing a good
job with the war on terror at first but has become
distracted with Iraq.

“Something’s terribly wrong,” Feingold said.

. “There is no evidence of a tie betwéen 9/11 and
Iraq. The White House has lost focus. They have
taken their eye off the ball — off of Osama bin
Laden.”

Pi Sigma Alpha, the political science honor soci-
ety, sponsored the event, which was held at the
Abbet.Concert Hall in Kleinpell-Fine -Asts, The
near-capacity crowd included an almost equal mix
of Feingold supporters and opponents as only half
the audience welcomed the Democrat senator with
a standing ovation.

Feingold said he only won one of his first elec-
tions by 37 votes out of about 47,000 and that Al
Gore only won Wisconsin by 5,000 votes in the

2000 presidential election. He urged everyone to
vote in the upcoming presidential election,

“Your votes will have an enormous impact,”
Feingold said. “If George Bush wins Wisconsin,
he’ll be president again. If John Kerry wins
Wisconsin, he’ll need it to stay in the running.”

He also spoke about the campaign finance reform
bill he co-authored with Sen.. John McCain, a
republican from Arizona. Since the McCain-
Feingold Bill passed, politicians can no longer col-
lect large sums of money from special interest
groups. The bill made the regular practice a feder-
al crime.

““It doesn’t solve all the problems,” Feingold said.
“It’s only a step in the right direction - a significant
but modest step.”

In the future, Feingold said he wanted to see pub-
lic financing for campaigns. He said that there is
no way an average person can run for the federal
legislature unless public financing was available
for campaigning.

Feingold also talked about was the USA Patriot
Act. He was the only senator to vote against the
bill in 2001 and has worked to repair the bill. He
said he wasn’t the only senator opposed to the

See FEINGOLD, A6

PUT YOUR BACK INTO IT

.

Photo by Teresa Schmitt
Massages were one of the attractions at the April 14 heaith fair held at Karges
Gymnasium. The fair featured health-related testing, demonstrations and prizes.

Photo by Eric Ebert
U.S. Senator Russ Feingold addresses the audience at an April 12 speaking engage-
ment at UW-RF. Feingold spoke about campaign finance reform and the war on terror.

Destruction of Ames building
to cause classroom crowding

Micheal Foley
. Assistant Editor

Taking care of one problem this
summer will create another one
next fall.

Many courses will be relocated
to other buildings, because the
Ames  Teacher Education
Building is set to be demolished
late this summer. Assistant
Registrar Richard Kathan must
find homes for each course
offered in fall 2004 and into the
future.

Losing Ames means losing six
large classrooms. Five of the
rooms seat between 40 and 50
students while one can hold up to
84, Campus Planner Dale Braun
said.

“There are only so many class-
rooms to go around, and there
are only so many large class-
rooms to go around,” Kathan
said.

Braun said there are 74 class-
rooms available at the
University. As many as 65 of
those rooms will be occupied
during peak class times next
semester. At less popular times,
fewer than 25 classrooms will be
occupied. Peak time blocks are
at 9 a.m. with time blocks slow-
ly getting less popular later in the

day with a big drop-off around 3
p-m.

Classroom availability was
confounded when Braun chose
the same time to make the cam-
pus more compliant to building
codes that reduce most room
capacities. Braun said the codes
specify that in rooms with move-
able furniture, each student must
be allocated 20 square-feet of
classroom space. Space require-
ments are smaller for rooms with
tables and chairs or fixed seat-
ing. ]

“This has been in effect for
decades, but the campus, in vary-
ing degrees, has been complying
and not complying,” Braun said.
“Of course the code is a law and
as the campus planner I have to
be promoting our compliance
with the law’”

Braun said the 20 square-foot
space allocation is not based on
each student having enough
breathing room while in class but
based on safety standards for
emergency evacuation.

“That number is based on cal-
culations so if you have a floor
of classrooms and all those were
full at 20 feet per person and all
those people had to get down
stairwells and out exits,” Braun
said.

Kathan and other administra-
tors are still working to find
rooms for nearly 20 courses next
semester. Kathan said they hope
to finalize the schedule in the
next few weeks.

Once the classroom schedule is
completed, Kathan said it will
affect students and faculty by
spreading the day out.. More
classes may have to be offered at
might., o™

“We’re looking at. utilizing
more of the early slots, like 8
a.m., and later afternoon slots,
like 3 and 4 p.m.,” Kathan said.
“It will affect some students to
not have everything at 9 a.m.,
but they can only take one 9 a.m.
class at a time anyway.
Spreading out the day may make
it easier.”

Scheduling will affect faculty
in another way as well.
Professors may have to teach
further from their offices than
they have in the past. A professor
with an office at Centennial
Science Hall may have to trek
across campus to the Ag Science
Building to lecture a larger num-
ber of students.

Two colleges will be affected
the most by these classroom

See CLASSROOMS, A6

President
Matt Schuelke (86 votes)

Vice President
Emilee Driscoll (75)

Senators

Nicholas Cluppert (86)
Mara Bryan (74)
Joseph Eggers (73)

Student Senate election results

Samantha Hanson (72)

John Gavin (69)

Katherine Leisch (67)

Joanna D’Amelio (66)

Adam Koski (63)

Emily Taubel (59)

Louis Muench (58)

Jeremiah Zitzow (56)

Angie Drinkwine (14 - write-in)
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College of Arts and'
Sciences Awards

Reception

The College of Arts and
Sciences is holding its annual
awards reception April 27. The
dessert reception begins at 6
pm. in the KFA lobby and
Gallery 101 and the awards
presentation will begin at 7 p.m.
in Abbott Concert Hall in KFA.

Tickets are free, available
April 12-22 at the Student
Center Information Desk and are
required to enter the reception.
For more information contact
Kathy Svoboda at 425-3366 or
kathleen.r.svoboda@uwrf.edu,

Music and Poetry
Performance for
National Poetry Month

In celebration of National
Poetry month, River Falls resi-
dents Phyllis Goldin and Wanda
Brown will perform as
GoldinBrown on April 20 at 7
p-m. in the Davee Library
Breezeway, The event is free and
open to the public. For more
information  contact  Kay
Montgomery at 425-3742 or
kay.e.montgomery @uwrf.edu

Potential Graduate
Students

Any students who are interest-
ed in attending graduate school
or planning on taking the
Graduate ' Record Exam should
attend the seminar by Brad
Caskey April 22 from 2:30-3:30
p.m. in room 152 CSH. He will
give advice for students on how
to prepare and what to expect
from graduate school or about
taking the GRE. For more infor-
mation contact Ridelle Kittilson
at ridelle.a kittilson @uwrf.edu.

Holocaust

Presentation

Students are invited to attend
Tim Scott Presents: The
Holocaust: It’s Relevance Today
April 19 at 6 p.m. in North Hall
Auditorium. Speaker Tim Scott
shows what led rational people
to carry out one of the worst acts
of human history. He explains

how this happened, what society
has learned about this event and
what this event can tell us about
what people are doing today. The
event is free.

Dance Marathon

Postponed
Dance Marathon is postponed
until next fall in order to get

. more students involved in the

event. Students with questions
can contact Amber Kieffer at
amber.m kieffer@uwrf.edu.

Brass Choir Concert

There is a Brass Choir Concert
April 22 at 8§ p.m. in Abbott
Concert Hall in KFA with Rick
Gaynor as conductor, The event
is free.

Advocates for Choice

Informational Meeting
The UW-RF Advocates for
Choice Informational Meeting
will be April 20 at the Falcon’s
Nest in the Student Center from
11 a.m.-1 p.m. The event is free
and their will be food for sale.

Resource

Management Meeting
The next resource management
meeting will be on April 20 in
333  Agricultural  Science
Building at 5 p.m. Students will
plant trees in celebration of
Arbor Day on the April 30. For
more information  contact
greta.kvideen@uwrf.edu  or
michael.c kaltenberg @uwrf.edu.

Habistravaganza

Habitat for Humanity will host
its 2nd Annual Habistravaganza
April 18; 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at St. Bridgets Church. The
event is $5 for adults and $3 for
kids. The day features a
spaghetti lunch, live music,
silent auction and raffle.

RSCA Day .

Come celebrate research,
scholarly and creative activity
of UW-RF students and faculty.
The event will be held from
noon-2:00 p.m. in the Falcon’s
Nest, April 22 and is free for all.

STUDENT SENATE

Motion tabled
until referendum
can be offered

Tiffany Shelman
Editor

During the April 13 Student
Senate meeting a motion tabled
during last week’s meeting was
brought to the floor. The motion,
proposed by Senate President
Matt Schuelke and Vice
President Brandon Bruder,
endorsed Senate support in nam-
ing the new Student Center after
Chancellor Ann Lydecker.

Following the April 6 meeting,
Senators questioned UW-River
Falls students in their classes or
on campus about whether the
new Student Center or the new
Child Care Center should be
named after Lydecker.

“l strongly support this
motion,” said Nick Cluppert,
student affairs and academic ser-
vices director. “Every response I
get is for the Student Center
because she was the students’
chancellor.”

Diversity Issues Director and
Interim Women’s Initiative
Director Lisa Weinreich said the
students she spoke to unani-
mously agreed.

“That’s the heart of the cam-
pus,” Weinreich said.

Legislative Issues Director
Katie Kneissel said many of the
students she spoke to were in
favor of naming the Child Care
Center after Ann.

“We are representing the stu-
dents and they aren’t unanimous
one way or another,” Kneissel
said.

After some debate, Senator
John Gavin brought up the idea
to have students vote in a refer-
endum. This would give
Senators a better idea about how
the student body feels about
naming buildings after Lydecker.

Leadership Development and
Programming - Board Chair,
Jeremy Tilsen said Senators are
here to represent students.

“Sometimes the students don’t
know what is best for them
because they don’t have all the
information,” Tilsen said.

The original motion was again
tabled until a referendum can be
held.

Cluppert made the motion for

the referendum.

“We need to give the power of
making a decision on this cam-
pus to all students,” Cluppert
said. “Not just Senate.”

The referendum motion passed

_unanimously by Senators. The

referendum will be held April 27
at 8 a.m. until April 28 at 4 p.m.
Students will choose from nam-
ing the Student Center, Child
Care Center, other or neither
after Lydecker. The Faculty
Senate passed a resolution in
support of whatever Senate
decides in naming a building
after Lydecker.

In other Senate news:

*The United Council Strategic
Planning Committee is trying to
restructure parts of the organiza-
tion, Cluppert said. One of the
changes would include making
the UC president a student from
one of the UW System schools.

“It makes us look more credi-
ble,” Cluppert said.

Other Senators disagreed.

“I think that they would be very
tilted toward their campus,”
Kneissel said. “I think a student
would not be a wise idea.”

*Shared Governance Director
Emilee Driscoll said she is still
in the planning process of having
a “car bash.” A date has not yet
been set but O-lot has been
reserved. Towing services and a
car have been donated.

*Kneissel put together an infor-
mational packet about Taxpayers
Bill of Rights (TABOR) that
needs to be approved by sena-
tors. ]

*Weinreich said 70 people have
an RSVP for the Diversity
Banquet. She is expecting about
80 people in total and plans to
order the food and certificates
sometime this week.

*Schuelke said he hopes to
offer a place for students to post
things on the Rental Issues
Office (RIO) Web site in the near
future,

*UW-Stout recently held a ref-
erendum to decide whether they
would continue not being part of
the United Council. By 463-163
votes, UW-Stout will continue to
not be members.
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Experiencing new cultures

International Bazaar
features 11 countries;
offers food, music

Lucas Pokorny
Staff Writer

Thousands of miles away from home, fam-
ily, friends and even their culture, approxi-
mately 65 international students attend UW-
River Falls and have adapted to a new cul-
ture. The foods they eat are different than
what they’re used to. Even the music is new
to them. However, for one day they were
able to listen to their music, eat their food,
speak their language and share their culture
with others.

On April 15 the International Student
Association (ISA) put together, an evening of
music, games, a fashion show, foreign food

Submitted Photo
Members of the International Student Association held the annual
Interrfational Bazaar April 15. The event featured cultural music, games, fash-
ion show and food.

and socialization. The event was called
International Bazaar.

This year’s event was run by the ISA
President, Martin Jorgensen from Denmark.

Jorgensen and other
ISA members started
planning the Bazaar at
the beginning of the
spring semester.

“It was easy to plan
because there was a lay-
out from previous expe-
riences,” Jorgensen said.

The International
Bazaar featured 11 countries: Kenya,
Venezuela, Indonesia, Czech Republic,
Taiwan, Denmark, Mexico, Germany, Japan,
Cameroon and Togo.

The Bazaar featured foods from 11 coun-
tries, which students sampled.

“It’s something they haven’t experienced
before that they can’t get at restaurants,” said

“It’s something they haven't
experienced before that they >
can’t get at restaurants.”
Sarah Feda
International Student
Association secretary

ISA secretary Sarah Feda.

Jorgensen said the hardest part of organiz-
ing the event was getting recipes from all the
countries.

“There were so many recipes to choose
from,” Jorgensen said.

Feda compared the Bazaar to “Brisk Eat
Street” in St. Paul, which is a street with all
ethnic foods.

“It’s like going around the world,”
Jorgensen said. .

ISA advisor Katie Kreibich has been with
the program for three years and said the
Bazaar has been run differently each year.
The Bazaar -once was a formal dinner, an
informal picnic on the Student Center lawn,
in the gym displaying different artifacts and
food of different countries and now it’s more
of a dance at Brandy’s.

Brandy’s was chosen to hold the Bazaar,
Kreibich said, because it is a good environ-
ment for a DJ.

However, she said, Brandy’s can get
crowded because there are so many people
who attend.

Kireibich said last year’s event was attend-
ed by more than 200 people and they ran out
of food.

The food supplies for the event come from
Chartwells food service.

“People at food services have been great
with the recipes,”
Kreibich said. “We
couldn’t do it without
em.”

International food
isn’t the only reason
for the Bazaar.
Learning different
cultures is also part
of the fun.

Kreibich said students are intimidated
when they see other students speaking
another language in a corner because they
feel uncomfortable. She also said it is the
same for foreign students when they see
American students talking in-a corner.

See CULTURES, A3

Fall weather sets back serenity

garden project until early May

Alumnus funds
campus garden,

scholarships

Ryan Cardinal
Assistant Sports Editor

On the surface, it would appear
spring has arrived at UW-River
Falls. Whether it be students out
enjoying the warm weather, or
even a simple glance at the cal-
endar would be. evidence of
springs arrival.

Below the surface however,
spring is still trying to claw its
way up.

Because of the ground still
being partially frozen, the new
serenity garden project has not
yet broken grouind.

According to Bill Rost, assis-
tant chancellor for University
Advancement, the construction
of the garden was scheduled to
begin in the fall but has been
pushed back because of the
weather.

“There’s not much we can do at
this point but we hope to get
started on it very shortly,” Rost
said.

The garden is being funded by

UW-RF alumnus Dennis Dahlka,
who recently passed away.

Dahlka donated $474,431 to
the University, with an addition-
al $75,000 anticipated. The
money will go toward scholar-
ships as well as the garden.

UW-RF Facilities Director
‘Waldo Hagen was left in charge
of designing the garden by
Dahlka’s family and had the
design finalized in February.
Hagen, who recently returned
from a trip to California, will
meet with Rost to finalize con-
struction plans in the near future.

“We hope to break ground on
approximately May 1, depending
on the weather,” Hagen said.

Rost said the garden will be
located between the Kleinpell
Fine Arts building and Ames.
The garden will pay homage to
Dahlka’s memory.

“Gardening was Mr. Dahlka’s
primary love and passion. We
feel the garden will be a great
place for students to go and get
away for a bit,” Rost said.

Diane Hoag, Dahlka’s sister,
said that nature was one of the
most impottant things in
Dahlka’s life.

According to Rost, Dahlka,
who worked for Home Depot

and also traveled parts of the
Unitéd States and Europe
observing horticulture, will be
remembered specifically in the

will not have to plant new seeds
at different points throughout the
year.

“We want the garden to take

garden by a care of itself

Fal “Gardening was Mr. ;?) Ssrirll)lilgh e
oag is [ :

looking for- Dahlka’s primary love this is a good

ward to the start,” Rost

and passion. We feel the

garden’s con- T i3 said.

struction get- garden will be a great After  the

g‘g under  place for students to go fli’énplegt;‘r’geﬁf
“The garden and get away for a bit.” topefully this

will be bitter- Bill Rost spring, there

sweet for us will be a dedi-

(his family),”
Hoag said.
“But it will
benefit everyone in the commu-
nity.” ;

Originally the garden was
going to be for mediation but
Rose said “we thought that may
get to be to spiritual.”

The garden will provide seclu-
sion for students and faculty. It
will feature a walking path,
flower and trees.

“For security purposes we can-
not make it too secluded, so we
are aiming for accessibility as
well as beauty,” Rost said.

Rost said that the garden’s con-
tent will be perennial, so they

Assistant chancellor for
University Advancement

cation cere-
mony, Rost
said he hopes
to have that take place early next
fall.

“We don’t want to rush into the’
dedication with things looking
bad around the garden, so we’ll
wait and do it right,” Rost said.

Hoag said she hopes UW-RF
students get out and enjoy the
garden once it’s complete.

“College is a time in people’s
lives where they contemplate

- things and really find out who

they are,” Hoag said.
“Hopefully the garden will pro-
vide an opportunity for students
to sit back and relax a bit.”

Habitat project builds new homes,
opens participants eyes to poverty

Sarah Day
Assistant News Editor

The UW-River Falls Habitat for Humanity
organization has 75 students who are bonded
with their desire to help others. During
spring break, 27 members traveled to
California to build a home for a family in
need, March 12 to 20.

Junior Amanda Frank, president of Habitat
for Humanity, said they split into two
groups, traveling to dif-
ferent locations. One
group went to Oxnard,
Calif., and the other to

Oxnard is about an hour
north of Los Angeles
and Long Beach is an
hour south. Frank coor-
dinated the Long Beach

tlig. '
_“It’s nice getting to
meet the families,” said
freshman Tanya Hawkinson, coordinator for
the Oxnard trip.' “After all the hard work
everyone puts into the house, it’s a reward to
know it means something.”

The total trip cost about $250 per person,
including meals, lodging and transportation.

Each woman was required to give a $100
donation to the Habitat affiliate in the coun-
ty she worked in. This cost went toward sup-
plies for the house and food for them.

“There [California] it’s a
bigger deal, you can see
Long Beach Calif. people on the street. Poverty
doesn’t seem as prominent

of an issue here.”
Jessica Hammond
Habitat for Humanity
member

All 27 participants traveled together in four
University minivans splitting up at Las
Vegas, Nev.

According to Hawkinson, the women
worked for three days on two different hous-
es. The towns they worked in were about 10
miles from Oxnard. They spent Tuesday and
Thursday working on a house in the town of
Fillmore and Wednesday at a house in Piru,
a town four miles from Fillmore. The partic-
ipants did jobs such as putting in windows,
sheet rocking walls
and putting up ply-
wood. They worked in
Ventura County where
the local Habitat affili-
ate set them up with
lodging at a local
church and provided
some breakfasts and
all their lunches.

The women were
able to meet the family
they were building the
house for and agreed it was an emotional
experience.

The house built is not free of cost for the
family, however. The family has to put in
500 sweat equity hours. The family then
pays off the house at a median rate with no
interest.

The Long Beach group worked Tuesday
through Friday eight hours a day on a home
that was part of a 16-house complex. They

sanded stairways, poured concrete drive-
ways, put together railings and prepared
foundations.

The Long Beach group was also able to
meet the family they were building the house
for.

Junior Jessica Hammond went on the trip
for the first time and feels she contributed to
something that was more than just a house.

“It was nice to hear the story from the
homeowner,” Hammond said. “No matter
how small the jobs are, you’re helping with
something bigger.”

Hammond said that although she has
worked on houses before in Hudson and
River Falls, this one felt different.

“There [California] it’s a bigger deal; you .
can see people on the street,” Hammond
said. “Poverty doesn’t seem as prominent of
an issue here.”

Junior Mary Romsos went on the Long
Beach trip and felt it made her spring break
worthwhile.

“It was a really good experience,” Romsos
said. “It made me feel good; like I had
accomplished something good.”

Hawkinson felt very included by the peo-
ple she met in Oxnard.

“We were really welcomed in by the
town,” Hawkinson said.

Hawkinson said they were able to attend a
barbecue at a local pastor’s house.

See HABITAT, A3
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Anne Cloeter
Viewpaoints Editor

Equine majors know how to
rope calves. Culinary art majors
know how to cook masterpiece
meals. Broadcast journalism
majors get to be on TV.

These are the typical skills each
major learns. But what if an
astronomy major suddenly wants
to learn to play the Congo
drums?

This week students of all
majors at UW-River Ealls were
given the opportunity to take part
in events they’ve always wanted
to do through the “I’ve always
wanted to” week.

“At one of our past [Leadershlp
and Training Committee] meet-
ings we were all talking about
things we wish we could try that
other people always get the
chance to do within their own

courses,” said Leadership
Training Coordinator  Bmily
Ronning. “We figured if we

wanted to, I'm sure others did,
t00.”

Many other students were
thinking along the same lines as
the Leadership Committee,

More than 60 people showed
up for learning how to swing
dance Monday night and many
other demonstrations were also
had high attendance.

These other events included
how to play an instrament, make
cheese, rock climb, see the stars,
draw a picture, rope a calf, ride
in an ambulance, cook a fancy
meal, plant a garden, be on TV
and milk a cow.

Faculty and staff in each
department were eager to help
students with little knowledge of
the events participate.

“People were really excited to

help out,” Ronmning said.
“Faculty participation has been
awesome.”

Students didn’t have to worry
about a registration or course fee
like they normally would if they
learned these skills in the class-
room.

“This gave people a chance to
experience these things for free
without having to take a whole
semester of courses,” Ronning
said.

At the event where students
learned how to cook a fancy
meal, students donned aprons

and hairnets as they learned how [\

to cook and eat their desirable
dinner.

Executive Chef Angel Alcantar
gave a step-by-step demonstra-
tion of how to cook a meal that
was “less labor intensive with a
nice presentation.”

Though Alcantar knows the
recipes from memory, he let the
participants do all the hands-on
work in creating chicken alfredo,
roasted vegetables, salads and
raspberry blossoms.

Alcantar has been featured on
the RF Live TV broadcasts and

also enjoys teaching his own '

kids how to cook.

“Any opportunity for students
to learn more about cooking is
great,” Alcantar said. “This is
just a larger audience.”

One of the perks of the event
was that students got to eat what
they made.

“I wanted to do this [cook a
fancy meal] because I figured it
was like eating Rodli food but
fancier,” said Maggie Hewitt, a
freshmen conservation major.

Hewitt also participated in
playing an instrument and draw-
ing a picture earlier in the week.

Other students opted for more

NEWS
Special week caters to adventurers

Photo by Rachel Gaynor

Sophomore Angela Wadzinski (on stretcher) and sopho-
more Megan Danielson experience an ambulance ride as
part of the ‘I’'ve always wanted to week.’

ifitense events such as riding in
an ambulance.

Participants were given a tour
of the ambulanee bay, shown all
the parts of an ambulance and
taken for a ride around town.

“We always have fun showing
off our ambulances;” said Lance
Ross, recreational leadership
coordinator and assistant director
at the River Falls ambulance
department. “We’re very proud

of the service we provide and the -

people who are involved here.”
Ross,, along with other EMT
workers, used the defibrillator to
check students’ heartbeats and
other equipment to check blood
pressure. Those at the event were
also given the opportunity to lay
on the gurney as Ross drove the
ambulance around River Falls.
“It’s important for people to see
and experience this,” Ross said.

HABITAT
from A2

The women went on the trip
because they applied for open
spots in the Habitat affiliate. All
around the country there are
Habitat affiliates and people call
up where they want to go and are
able to help if there is an open
spot- during the specific dates
they' request. Frank. said thgse
“Collegiate*Challenge trips” are
from Febrtiary through Aprif and
are open to college students who
want to help build a house. The
houses” are paid for through
fundraising, donations by major
companies and through student
donations. All the labor for the
houses is donated as well.

Frank said the trips are fun for
all and she enjoys seeing how
people are changed by them.

“l know what an amazing

o 1,
t! ""'r;;’

8% ot BN Bhesr
taibs arudemtn
WA T ke wEm
0 Rl Ealyre

!

experience it would be because I
have gone on one of these trips
before,” Frank said. “I know
what an impact it makes on peo-
ple, especially meeting the fami-
ly.’,

She said she enjoys seeing peo-
ple working together for a com-
mon goal.

“It’s fun to see that the women
know what an impact they are
making,” Frank said.

Although it was a lot of work,
the -women did have a chance to
have some fun.

Hawkinson said on the trip out
to Calif., the women stopped to
see the Colorado meuntains. The
women on the Long Beach trip
spent two days in Las Vegas. The
group got to see Hollywood,
spend time at Manhattan Beach
and visit Universal Studios.
Some went clubbing and others
went to Santa Monica Beach, the
Hollywood Wax museum and

"Manns Chinese Theater.

CULTURES
from A2

The event allows students to .

break the barrier of discomfort,
Kreibich said.

“Students get a chance to meet
people from a different culture
and even learn something new
about themselves,” Kreibich
said. “The world will seem a lot
smatler.”™

Feda became interested in the
Bazaar and international stu-
dents when she first went abroad
and got the opportunity to expe-
rience a different culture. She
wants other Americans to expe-
rience what she did. She said the
best way for students to do that
besides going abroad, is attend-
ing the Bazaar.

“If we were all the same the
world would be boring,” Feda
said.

This paper is a
member of the
Associated
Collegiate
Press
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Underage drinking

fines,

Anne Cloeter
Viewpoints Editor

*A River Falls police officer
saw four males walking on East.
Cascade Avenue April 4 and one
appeared to be carrying part of a
broken white picket fence. When
the officer turned his car 4round,
they fled. Nicholas C. Hall, 20,
Derek W. Tuttle, 20, and Justin
D. Frieburg, 19, were later found
in O-Lot. All three admitted to
drinking at an off-campus party
and were each issued $164
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underage consumption citations.
Frieburg also received a $164
citation for an altered ID.

*Eric X. Tarman-Ramcheck,
19, was given a $243 underage
consumption ticket in Prucha
Hall April 7. An RA called
Public Safety after suspicions of
underage drinking in one of the
residents’ rooms. An officer
arrived, knocked on the door and
was let in. Tarman-Ramcheck
was then issued the citation and
numerous bottles of alcohol were
removed from the room.
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EDITORIAL

Childcare center
more fitting as
Lydecker memorial

At its April 6 and 13 meetings, the UW-River Falls Student Senate
tabled a motion to support naming the new Student Center after a
chancellor who has spent only three and a half years in the campus
community. Though Ann Lydecker is referred to as the students’
chancellor, she was not even at UW-River Falls as long as most stu-

dents.

Lydecker’s death was certainly a tragedy. It has blanketed the
entire campus community with sorrow. But that doesn’t mean she
should be memorialized with the most important building on cam-
pus. Buildings’ names should reflect significance and longevity in
the campus community. Lydecker’s time here was brief compared to
UW-RF’s more than 130 years of existence. Naming the student cen-
ter after her now would be an “in the moment” sort of decision that
doesn’t capture the essence of the University’s tradition.

Naming the childcare center after Lydecker would be much more
appropriate. Lydecker made the new childcare center happen. The

“When naming
the new student
center, students
must think of
those who came
before them and
who will come
after them ... It
belongs to every
Student — past,
present and

ﬁt_ture. ®

building truly is the stamp she put on
UW-RE

As a single mother who earned her
degree, Lydecker empathized with stu-
dents who need a safe place for their chil-
dren to play and leam while they pull
themselves on the rope of higher learning.

Even her grandchildren, Mitchell and
Clayton Favor, attended the current child-
care facilities. She made the childcare
center a reality, not only for these two
children, but for every child with parents
struggling through their studies.

Imagine Lydecker’s warm face smiling
from a wall plaque at generation after
generation of children whose care-giving
facility she made possible.

When the Senate referendum takes
place April 27 and 28 to decide which
building should bear the Lydecker name,

students should vote for the childcare center.

Not only was Lydecker a staunch proponent of the new childcare
center, the symbolism of the building’s architecture reflects the car-
ing nature in which she interacted with the students and their fami-

lies.

The roof of the building was designed at a split level, symbolizing
two interlocking hands sheltering the children inside from harm’s
way. It seems fitting that Lydecker’s name be attached to something
meant to protect the children of UW-RF’s future.

The completion of the childcare center is expected to be June 2004,
less than a year after the death of Lydecker. The ground-breaking of
the new student center has yet to happen and could take at least a
year before completion. Naming the childcare center after Lydecker
would reinforce the students’ commitment to a timely, respectful and
permanent memorial of her.

When naming the new student center, students must think of those
who came before them and who will come after them. It should not
be named after. the biggest donator, like Hagestad. It shouldn’t even
be named after just one individual, It belongs to every student - past,
present and future. It’s the name that should reflect that.

A student center is the focal point of campus life. It is where the
University truly becomes a community and where everyone belongs,
It’s where all people come together, bridging the gaps between
English, business, education and agriculture majors.

A suitable name for such a place would be “Alumni Hall.”

When students pass through the main entrance faces and plaques
commemorating the University’s distinguished alumni would look
them in the eye every day. Students couldn’t help but be absorbed
into the tradition of excellence that their predecessors have laid

before them.

Perhaps walking the gauntlet of business leaders, astronauts, sur-
geons and other fine people who roamed campus hallways would
inspire students to achieve and leave their own footprints for future

students to follow.

SENATE REPRESENTATIVES

President:
Vice President:
Finance:

Matt Schuelke
Brandon Bruder
Joan Wierzba

Women'’s Initiatives: Lisa Weinreich
Legislative Affairs: Katie Kneissel
Diversity Issues: Lisa Weinreich
Shared Governance: Emilee Driscoll
Parlimentarian/Ethics: Adam Koski
Student Affairs,

Academic Services: Nick Cluppert
Senators at large: -

Jessica Erickson Samantha Hanson
Angela Drinkwine Joe Eggers

Mara Bryan Leon Gbee
Johnathan Gavin Katherine Leisch

Student Senate meetings are Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
in the Regents Room of the Student Center.
The Senate office is located in the Leadership
Center. For more information about student
governance call 425-3530 or 425-4911 or visit
www.uwrf.edu/student-senate
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A couple of weeks ago Roger Ballou read a poem that

supported “all students”

“If you pride yoursetf in moraﬁty, and you don’t toterate when people

do wrong, you are mistaken”

Separation af
church and state
fallacy, not right

I feel it necessary to question
and clarify some things after
reading Jen Cullen's Good
Friday column. Fisst, if you're an
atheist doesn't that make Good

Friday of very little concern to’

you? That argument can get
complicated, so I'll stick more to
factual inaccuracies and other
ignored things. Such as the fact
that the United States is still, by
a large majority, a Christian pop-
ulation. This is why Christian
holidays are often recognized by
the nation as a whole, because if
the majority of the population is
observing a holiday, there's little
point of having work go on. As
for non-majority faiths, being of
non-majority status, they are
treated more on a need-to-
know/as-it-comes basis. That's
why we have the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) as an orga-
nization in America.

Religious holidays are not set
aside so we can make it to
church. A holiday, by definition,
is a day to commemorate an
event, it's not all that meaningful
of an observance if it’s done
while you're still carrying on
with your wusual routine.
Personally, I would have appre-
ciated it if Good Friday were
given off to all, considering that
it is one of the holiest days on the
Christian calendar.

Further, separation of church
and state, as many people define
it, is not a right, it is a fallacy.
The constitution guarantees that
there will be no "state religion"
enforced and the government
will be ruled independently from
the functions of the church. If
members of a government decide
to coincide decisions with the
church or the like, that's their
own business. In no way does
this mean that the government is
not allowed to recognize or
respect religions or those of
given faith.

I'd like to ask moderate conser-
vatives to disregard columns
such as Cullen's calling out Good
Friday, she does not represent the
majority of liberalism. This is
just an example of the extremism
that drives some liberals to the
right and some moderates to the
far right.

Finally, I'd like some clarifica-
tion. We had class on Good
Friday, so what's the problem?
Do you want us to abolish the
discussion of it as” a possible

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

school holiday? Do you want
everyone to work a double shift
just to assert how independent
they are? And why didn't you
complain as a white person at the
recognition of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day?

Anyway, I hope this cleared up
some things and I plan to see you
at work bright and early
Christmas morning.

Jonathan Stefonek, student

‘If’ poem does
not reflect ideals

of University

On March 30, I spoke at a rally
in front of the Student Center
which was organized by our stu-
dents. .Like everyone who
appeared on the stage that
evening, it was at the invitation
of the student organizers.

1 read a short statement which 1
titled "If." My words have
stitred a degree of controversy.
Part of me sincerely regrets that
some people were hurt or offend-
ed. Idid not intend this. On the
other hand, part of me is very
content in the fact that I spoke
my mind and others agreed and
felt my support.

"If' was my own work, my
own creation. I wrote it and take
full responsibility for its con-
tents. It did not represent the
University's position. It was my
position.

The context was the rally; the
fact that a number of faculty,
staff and students at UW-River
Falls have felt under attack this
year; and my view that people
who feel superior in what they
know or possess are many times
mistaken.

Some have come to see me and
.asked whether or not "If" repre-
sented the formal stand of the
University. It did not.

Roger hallou, dean of students

Accomodations
made for student
absences on
Good Friday

I need to make a correction to
an article from last week’s
Student Voice, otherwise my stu-
dents might think it is OK in my
book for theri to miss class
because it is sunny outside or a
great day to.go skiing, etc.
Whereas the article about Good
Friday states that I said it is a stu-

dent’s perogative to miss class
for any reason, what I said was
that the University tries to
accommodate the religious
observances of students; faculty
and staff.

Along those lines, 1 make
accommodations for students
who miss class for Good Friday.
For the official policy on stu-
dents’ ‘absences due to religious
observances see section 8.8.11 of
the UW-River Falls faculty/acad-
emic staff handbook. This can be
easily found at
http://www.uwrf.edu/policies/.
Click on.-the topic "absence" and
them "8 8.11 religious obser-
vance."

Davida Alperin
associate professor

Lydecker family
expresses
appreciation

On behalf of the entire
Lydecker-Favor-Ruesink family,
I want to express our deepest
appreciation and gratitude to all
of you for the tremendous out-
pouring of respect and affection
for Ann. We have been over-
whelmed by literally hundreds of
letters, cards, e-mails, phone
calls, flowers and offers of assis-
tance. We would like to express
our appreciation to each of you
personally and individually; the
sheer volume may make that
impossible.

I know from talking with Ann
that there were two periods in
her life when she was happiest.
One was the exhilarating first
four to five years of our mar-
riage, which were also her first
years as a college faculty mem-
ber, when by teaching future
teachers she could have a large
impact on the education system.

The second period was her
three and a half years at UW-
River Falls. For Ann, it was liter-
ally love at first sight, starting
the day she first set foot in River
Falls for her first campus visit as
a chancellor candidate. The main
reason she put so much of herself
into campus events and activities
was that she loved the campus
and all its people, which for her
were the same. Coming here for
her was like coming home.

There were difficult issues
faced during these three and a
half years, such as budget cuts,
which, in her typical fashion,
were not disasterous but chal-
lenges to be met, so that UW-RF
could go on to become an even

better institution. We can only
speculate about what UW-RF
would have become if she had
remained chancellor as long as
she intended.

There will be something, as of
yet undetermined, on campus in
memory-of Ann, which will give
her a permanent, physical pres-
ence, to remind those of us who
knew her and help others yet to
come, to know what a remark-
able woman she was and how
she made her life better for all of
us.

She left us much too soon.

Bill Lydecker
Ann Lydecker’s husband

New pro-choice
organization
hosts kick-off

party

On April 20 in the Falcon’s
Nest of the Student Center, the
campus and community are
invited to stop by and join
Advocates for Choice from 11
am. to 1 p.m. for our kick-off
party. We will be celebrating two
important events. First of , we’ll
be celebrating our introduction
to the campus and community.
Our organization aims to educate
the University community about
reproductive health rights issues
in the political arena, to engage
in pro-choice activism on cam-
pus and to increase voter turn out
for candidates who will support
family planning, responsible
sexuality education and a
women’s right to choose.

We encourage anyone who is
1interested in supporting choice to
stop by the Falcan’s Nest for free
handouts, watch a short video,
stop by the bake sale and learn

‘more about our organization.

E-mail us
uwif_advocatesdchoice @yahoo.
com with questions or for more
information. Stop by and join the

party.
Kendra Plant, student

‘Do you want to
design this
page next
semester?
Applications
are due
Wednesday.
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bAttacking Iraq contradicts war on terror

If you compare it to, say, major
league baseball, which has a
twenty-five man roster for each
team and thirty teams (750 play-
ers), or any other sport for that
matter, the U. S. Senate is a
pretty exclu-

sive club.
One of those
senators,
‘Wisconsin
Senator Russ
Feingold (D),
graced our
campus
Monday
thanks to Pi
Sigma Alpha.
Feingold, who I would call a
progressive Democrat, touched
on several issues, the most
prominent being campaign
finance reform and the war in

Campaign finance reform, in

the eyes of Feingold, is neces-
sary to remove corruption in our
government today. Legislators
are given huge campaign contri-
butions from corporations and
these corporations, in turn,
expect legislation in favor of
corporate profits. The argument
made against campaign finance
reform is that it violates the

AARON KENEALY

First Amendment. If you want
to have hundreds of commer-
cials for your campalgn and you
can afford them, don’t you have
a right to spend that money and
have your voice heard? I can’t
give you a definite answer on
that but I do know that we have
a government of the people, for
the people, not a government of
the corporate for the corporate,
which is exactly what we get

when corporations are allowed
to buy legislation in the form of
campaign dollars.

Another issue Feingold
touched on was the current situ~
ation in Iraq. To paraphrase,
Feingold asked why there is a
commission on Sept. 11, but not
on the reasoning to attack Iraq.
It seems attention has been
pulled away from this issue,
which to me is very sad. I am
not trying to offend anyone in
the service or have people close
to them in the service by saying
they are fighting the wrong war
but why, with the majority of
the evidence saying Iraq had no
connections to Al Qaeda, and
other countries and organiza-
tions being more of a threat to
the U.S., did we attack Iraq? I
keep hearing references to how
bad of a guy Saddam was. I
don’t believe that, because a

leader is a bad guy, we should
attack his country. If that were
the case we have just opened a
Pandora’s Box of wars we have
to fight to take out the "bad
guy" dictators.

As Feingold said, the White
House got way off the war on
terror track when they attacked
Irag. Now we could possibly be
sunk into a quagmire in a proud
country that has a western
power telling it how it should be
run. As Iraq overseer L. Paul
Bremer recently said when
asked about what was next for
Irag, "Good Question." The
truth is, Bush didn’t really bave
a plan and if he could just admit
that he may have made a couple
of mistakes along the way, I
think some of us could forgive
him.

But of course that won’t get
him re-elected.

Students know how to handle stress

Iread an interesting article in the Star
Tribune April 10. It was a front page arti-
%le titled "'Hyper-enriched' college life can
e too much for some students." It
explained how stressful college students’
lives are, and discussed Audrey Seiler, the
UW-Madison student who faked her own
kidnapping, and what caused her to do this

sort of thing.
The article stated that

college students are
stressed by their "hyper-
enriched lives," which
includes cell phones,
computers, classes, jobs,
sports, travel, volunteer
work and more.

I found this article
amusing because every-
thing said was old news.

I found it funny that all

these so-called teachers and mental health
experts were weighing in on why our lives
are so stressful. Though they did talk to
some students, I feel the whole article
should have been student-focused. It should
have been a panel discussion on what we,
as college students, feel are the reasons for
our stress. After all, not only are we the
subject of the article but we are the authori-

ties because we live it everyday.

1 agree there is a-place for “experts” and
they can offer helpful advice, but why not
go to the sources, who actually know what

anything we want.

We find it hard to relate to parents because
they are not in touch with our lives. We
want them to be, but they don’t get every-
thing we do. Parents want us to look good

college students’ problems are, not “old”
people who haven’t been in school for 14
years. Just because you are a teacher, does
not give you license to assume you know
what we struggle with or how we feel.

The article discussed how we have such
tremendous stress in our liyes; we are find-
ing our identity, we feel disconnected from
our parents and we take on too many things
at once. Many of us are expected to pay for
our own school and graduate in four years.
Some of us have no idea what we want to
do. We are expected to have a major and

know what we want to
SARAH D AY do with our lives as

first semester fresh-
man and balance newly-found social lives.
We are expected to have a job, go to school,
map out our lives and try to make friends
even though we don’t know where we fit in.
Then, once we graduate, we are thrown into
trying to find a job and pressured into doing
anything that makes money regardless of
whether it’s something we even care about.
We also go from an active social life to hav-
ing nothing at all. We take on so many
activities because we assume, via our par-
ents moaning about no free time and their
jobs, that we will never have time to do

to the ‘public.’ They love to brag about
their children and we feel compelled to fill
that need. We also strive to look better than
our siblings. Then there are parents who
have unrealistically high expectations for
their kids. I am proud to say my parents
never pushed me too hard and they let me
go at my own pace. But that breeds new
problems because I felt they didn’t care
enough about what I was doing. High
school helps shape this pressured lifestyle.
Students are told we have to do every activ-
ity under the sun to get into college and
then in college we are told in order to get a
job we have to be President of 14 different
clubs and get four internships before we
graduate in four years. Now that’s stressed.

This article was attempting to ‘be helpful’
in educating parents and laughably, college
students, on why we are so screwed up. The
article did what it could, but it barely
touched on the most important source, stu-
dents themselves.

I don’t think there is a solid reason why»
college students are the way we are. You
can blame society, our peers, our teachers,
our environment, the media or our parents.
We are all different and you can’t lump us
into one neat category and expect all of us

to fit just like you can’t do that with any

age group. All we ask for is some respect in
spite of our age, for society to take our
problems seriously and understanding of
who we are and what we represent.

Support troops now; Ask questions later

here are those who support

the war and there are those'
who are opposed, but it should-
n’t even be the issue.

‘War in its context is not about
what the citizens of the United
States feel. People of all ages
did not go to a poll and vote yes
or no to go to war with Iraq.
Officials, elected by the people,
were given authority to make
those kinds of decisions. Our
elected officials made a deci-
sion. They decided to go to
war. The "why" is out of our
control. The decision was made
and there is no turning back.
There is no calling "timeout,"
deciding it’s not a good idea
anymore, shaking hands and
then calling the soldiers home.
It would be nice but it doesn’t
work that way.

I find it interesting that every-

one feels the need to speculate
on the war in Iraq. Hindsight is
20/20 and '
people -
should
remember
that. The
past cannot
be changed.
Hopefully,
future offi-
cials will
learn from
what tran-
spired and not make all the deci-
sions that were made precedent.
To go or not go to war should-
n’t even be an issue right now
and neither should the opinions
of those for or against it. Qur
country is at war and it doesn’t
matter what anyone says or
what political beliefs they have.
The issue should deal with

support. One can, choose to
support or condone government
officials that make the decisions,
and can be shown effectively in
one way. It’s called voting.
Citizens should, however, sup-

NELS THORESON

port the men and women in the
armed forces that protect and
fight for our country. It might
not be what they want to do; it
is what they have to do.

Iraq may seem like a far-away
place for some, but for others
there are always things that hit
close to home. Isatona
counter in my kitchen and lis-
tened to a man who is going to
be shipped out. He didn’t and
doesn’t want sympathy. It is
just what he will have to do.
Orders will come down, and he

will have to leave River Falls
and enter hostile Iraq. He will
leave his family, friends and
fiancé to help protect and liber-
ate other people’s families,
friends and fiancés. He is fight-
ing for us. He is protecting us.
All our soldiers are fighting for
us. They are protecting us.

The decision for war has been
made. The energy of our coun-
try should be directed in support
of our soldiers. The questions
that need to be answered can be
at a different time, and can be
used in decisions in future
occurrences.

I am very grateful for my
friend who serves our country.
He and the other service men
and women display honor,
respect and dignity. For them
and for what they do, I am very
thankful.

A5

Teachers act like
UN negotiators,
not educators

nlike the 1960s anti-

Vietnam War folk song that
used flowers as a metaphor for
young men, I am going to be
more straightforward in asking
my question: Where has all the
money gone? In this case I'm
writing about the $80 million of
state education funds Minnesota
has allocated this year for
school desegregation programs.

We’re in a time when you
can’t swing a dead cat around
your head without hitting some
advocate screaming for
increased school budgets and
property owners who are contin-
ually forced to fight increasing
property tax levies to fund K-12
education. Along comes the
Minnesota Department of
Education with yet another feel-
good scheme.

Proponents of desegregation
say the programs are necessary
in order to create a more invit-
ing and user-friendly learning
environment for non-white stu-
dents. They also say these pro-
grams increase cultural aware-
ness and make foreign-born stu-
dents feel more comfortable.

Apparently, hanging African
artwork on the walls of one ele-
mentary
school had
just the oppo-
site effect. A
Liberian
immigrant
commented
that the paint-
ings remind-
ed her of
home.
Unfortunately the memories
they conjured up were of "the
horrors of war in Liberia where
her husband, father and brothers
were killed in the violence."

Undaunted by this, the North

stop there, come and see me. I'll
give you a great deal on some
rare African art.

What is happening to K-12
education? High school students
are graduating without the abili-
ty to read and drop-out rates in
some districts are at all-time
highs. Gangs, drugs and sex are
prevalent at many grade schools
and in the Minneapolis school
system more than 160 different
languages and dialects are spo-
ken. It has gotten to the point
that Minneapolis teachers are
finding themselves acting more
like United Nations negotiators
than educators.

How do school administrators
try to solve these problems?
They hang paintings on the
wall. It’s little wonder that
Americans are getting dumber
every day.

The median income in
Minnesota for K-12 teachers is
$42,527. How many full-time
educators could be hired for the
money being spent on desegre-
gation and diversity programs?

How many more schools could
be built? How many classrooms
could be filled with state of the
art teaching aids?

I’1l let you do the math.

Perhaps, every student could
have their own laptop and

DAvE MISSELT

maybe even a textbook or two.

English-speaking students are
bemg taught Spanish so the
Spanish-speaking students will
feel more connected. This was a
comment made by a school dis-
trict diversity coordinator while
she was attempting to justify the
new K-4 foreign language
requirement.

St. Paul- Does anyone
Maplewood- “Of course no ol  else see the
Oakdale School Of A SCho_ irony in this?
Mgk ol district is complete Wouldn’t the
;%ngoi@r (le:jnd without diversity _Spamtzlé-sxieall):-
I ] . N ing students be
year on more 1 coor dz.nator § and better served
multicultural mteg ration spec ialists ;m(; CCImSCquent-
artwork and : y feel more
cultural arti- who are paid at the ;0 e ape it
facts. This dis-  expense of educating  all that effort
trict alone : g was made to
e students in the tffree Ry 2o d
$2 millionin  1f any of you think the  English rather
state diversity diversity/intesration than teaching
funding. b 3 5 3 g il ¥ native English-
Tn.the West rainwashing will stop speakers
St. Pgul- there, come and see me. glrlraélisli? Iz‘l‘st_‘ter
Mendota ’ . nglish is
Tl HaAu I’ll give you a great deal ) e o .
district, every on some rare inate language
student in - 9 in America. It is
kindergarten Aﬁ‘ ican art. outside of
through fourth Florida, Texas,

grade has 20 minutes of Spanish
class twice a week. This little
excursion has cost $160,000 for
three full-time teachers and sup-
plies. Of course no school dis-
trict is complete without an
army of diversity coordinators
and integration specialists who
are paid at the expense of edu-
cating students in the three Rs.
If any of yeu think the diversi-
ty/integration brainwashing will

Arizona, New Mexico and parts
of California.

This perverted thinking reach-
es farther than just the borders
of Minnesota. The Wisconsin
legislature has approved funding
to award illegal aliens residing
in the state scholarships to
attend UW System Universities.
Think about that the next time
your tuition goes up.

Adios, hasta luego, carry on.

Talee Vang, freshman

“An appropriate memorial for her

would be a statue or monument of
things she's done. Something that
lets everyone know what she did.”

What would be an appropriate m

Ann Lydecker?

LeAnn Wakey, freshman

“Maybe find something she was really
| interested in and put it on a monument
in front of North Hall or something.”

think the new Student cénter reﬁscts
§ the vision she had for the Univers

Suites 0

Bryan Harmelink, senior

| ‘1 think maybe they should reconsider
: nammg the suites the Lydecker

r naming the new student

| center the Lydecker Student Center.”

emorial for

Sara Gliniany,

| “I agreed with naming the new
| student center after her. She
§ was' the students chancellor’

”_,of the center

PHOTO POLL
by Eric Ebert
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Patriot Act II bill.

Feingold also touched on the poor state of
the Wisconsin economy and the logs of the
state’s manufacturing jobs. He said the best
thing to do right now is to create a well-edu-
cated and well-trained workforce for when

it's pretty amazing what it can do
with the information it has,”
Kathan said. “It may not know
other things. There’s a human
element that’s making this a
challenge, but we are making
progress.”

When searching its databases,
Ad Astra’s number one priority
is classroom size while room
location ranks
second. Hedahl

the lost jobs begin to come back.

Toward the end of his visit, Feingold field-
ed a few questions from the audience. Three
guestions dealt with the U.S. military occu-
pation of Iraq and possibly reintroducing the
draft. One person asked about government
corruption in Wisconsin and one asked about
National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice’s recent testimony to the Sept. 11 com-
mission. He said he believes there is no way
Bush could have known about Sept. 11

beforehand. Despite the devastation of Sept.
11, Feingold believes much good will come -
from it.

“It’s very healthy that we're going through
this now,” Feingold said. “Now people have
the capability to do a lot more harm. It’s
forcing us to face the challenge of people
using things like computers and cell phones
to hurt us and our kids.”

scheduling changes. The College
of Business and Economics
(CBE) has several large class
sections that Kathan may have
trouble finding

rooms for. The  « There are only SO

College of Arts said while class-

and Sciences many classrooms to room size is CH ANG ES

(CAS) is the nd.” important, its B O N AP P ETlT
biggest college O BVCRE location can be from A1

and has far more Richard Kathan just as important y

class sections Asgsistant registrar  in many circum-

than any other stances.

college. “In some fields | In her e-mail, Coombs said the

CAS Dean Gorden Hedahl
believes the problem will be
solved soon because Kathan is
using new software to help the
scheduling process.

The Ad Astra program allows
Kathan ta enter specific informa-
tion about each classroom and
then it analyze that data to find
the best fit for each course at
each time block.

“I’ve been playing with it and

its very hard to get around,”
Hedabhl said. “For chemistry pro-
fessors, it’s difficult to take your
chemicals across campus. That’s
not safe either. It can be more
than just inconvenient for geolo-
gy professors to carry their rocks
and materials they need to lec-
ture all over campus. Some
classes can just move more read-
ily than others. Everyone just
needs to be flexible.”

decision to remove herself from
chancellor candidacy was based
on “careful consideration of my
future professional plans and dis-
cussion with President Lyall.”

Halada’s former position —
assistant to the vice chancellor
— remains vacant.

Interested in working in the Voice
business office next semester call

425-3624

nnlnmm.m
rnmmmu:
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SEE WYCLEF. BRING A JACKET.

CELOBRATE “DIRTY DANCING: HAVANA NICHTS" IN HAVANA,
MINNOSOTA ON APRIL 17 YOUR VIRGIN MOBILE PRONE COULD BE

| YOUR TTICKETIN. DETAILS AT VIHGINMOBILL’”SA oonr. ~/

Student Voice Business Office
410 S. Third Street, 304 North
Hall
River Falls, Wi 54022
Phone: 425-3624
Fax: 425-0684

Vacation

SAILING, SCUBA, SNORKEL-
ING. BAHAMAS. JANUARY
2005. Set sail on a 65ft sailboat
and experience schools of fish,
sharks, and colorful coral gar-
dens. For more information:
hitp://homepage.mac.com/scuba-
macl

— m—_— —
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For Rent

Rooms for rent: Great Rooms for
3 females; newly decorated and
fully furnished. Close to campus.
Share bath, kitchen and laundry.
Heat, electric included: No
smoking. $275 and $300.
Reserve now for summer and
fall. 715-425-2011

Attractive cozy 1 bedroom apart-
ment very near University and
downtown. $450/includes utili-
ties. On lot parking. Available
immediately. Call 425-6305

g S
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Photo by Rachel Gaynor
Angel Alcantar, Chartwells executive chef, takes time to teach students how to
cook a fancy meal. Students clothed in aprons and hair nets learned how to pre-
pare alfredo, roasted vegetables and raspberry blossoms for dessert. The stu-
dents got to test their tastebuds as well as their kitchen skills when they got to eat
the food they made.

and landscaping.

Ayres Associates
P.O. Box 1590

(715) 834-3161
OR

Ms. Terri Reda

P.O. Box 8010

(608) 263-4410

communication.

CLASSIFIEDS

For Rent

Newer large 2 bedroom 2 bath
twin home. Washer/Dryer, cen-
tral air, appliances, garage.
Available May 1st or June 1st.
Nice yard near campus. $900
Call 651-261-5558

For Rent

4 bedroom close to campus.
Newer remodel. Includes full
laundry, garage, & partial utili-
ties paid. $1175 per month.
Available June 1. (715) 307-1995

The University of Wisconsin-River Falls (UW-RF) proposes to
construct a 14,365 square-foot addition to the Hunt/Knowles athlet-
ic complex at 1110 South Main Street in River Falls, Wisconsin.
The project site is located in the southwest corner of the UW-RF
campus. The Hunt/Knowles athletic complex accommodates track
and field events, football, men and women’s hockey, physical edu-
cation training, campus and community events, and is home to the
National Football Kansas Chiefs summer training camp.

The new addition will be connected to both the Knowles Center
and Hunt Arena buildings and will include two locker rooms, a
training room, and offices. Air conditioning and remodeled laundry
facilities will be provided at the existing Knowles Center.
Associated site work will include site excavation, utility relocation,

The University has made a preliminary determination that an
Environmental Impact Statement will not be required for this
action. Copies of the University's Environmental Impact
Assessment that led to this preliminary determination will be avail-
able at the UW-RF Library and City of River Falls Public Library.
Comments should be directed to:

Mr. Dennis L. Johnson, P.E.

Eau Claire, Wi 54702-1590

Environmental Affairs Officer
Capital Planning and Budget
UW System Administration

Madison, WI 53708-8010

A 15-day public comment period begins on April 22, 2004 and will
conclude May 7, 2004.
Mr. Johnson or Ms. Reda should receive comments on the

proposed project no later than 5:00 p.m., May 7, 2004. Comments
can take the form of either verbal or written

Employment

Lifeguards/Counselors: Join our ~

international staff for a fun sum-
mer. Beautiful locations! Job sat-
isfaction! New friends! Must be
18 and enjoy kids and horses.
Little Elk Ranch. 320- 594-2750

Large 4 bedroom house close to LOOKING FOR THE BEST Summer Jobs (ground crew, sub
campus. Includes full laundry, PLACE TO custodians, bus washer/cleaner),
dishwasher, garage, pool table, & ADVERTISE? River Falls Schools 425-
partical utilities paid. Pets Okay. LOOK NO FURTHER 1800x1101
$1350 per month. Available June
1st. (715) 307-1995 ADVERTISE WITH THE

STUDENT VOICE

CALL 425-3624
L O O

To learm more about classified or
display ad rates, contact the
business office at 425-3624. You
can also view them online at
www.uwif.edu/student-voice

Employmeii
Summer Internship. Excellent
Advertising, Sales and Marketing
opportunity. Earn $3000 to
$7000++ and gain valuable busi-
ness experience working for the
Official Campus Telephone
Directory. Great Resume
Booster! Call Kiersten at
AroundCampus, Inc. 1-800-466-
2221 ext.272.
www.aroundcampus.com

Experienced servers and bar-
tenders wanted. Apply in person.
Riverside, 500 1st St., Hudson.
ph. 386-5504
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Laramie Project
UW-RF students to
give controversial
performance.

See B4

Section B

WIAC win still out of reach for fastpitch

Sports Information
UW-River Falls

The UW-River Falls fastpitch
team lost both games in a confer-
ence doubleheader played

Tuesday afternoon at UW-La
Crosse,

In the first game, the Falcons

(15-13, 0-6 WIAC) were held
scoreless on only four hits. UW-
RF committed a season high five
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0-6 in conference play with an overall record of 15-13.

errors in the contest. UW-L
scored three runs on five hits and
played errorless ball. Anna
Poulter was 1-3 at the plate, Leah
Vanderploeg and Michelle
Heuser was both 1-2.

Photo by Eric A. Page
Melissa Turbak (center) and Emily Rodgers (right) are flanked by teammate Michelle Heuser in
an pursuit of a loose ball. The Falcons are still looking for their first WIAC win after starting out

Vanderploeg took the loss on
the. mound pitching six innings
and allowing two earned runs,
and striking out one batter. She is
now 6-3 on the year.

In the second game the Falcons
scored three runs on
nine hits, while UW-L
scored four times'on six
hits. UW-RF scored a
single run in the first
and two in the fourth.
UW-L scored once in
the first and three times
in the third. Emily
Evans and Heuser were
both 2-3 at the plate.

Heuser had two RBI
when she knocked in
two runs in the fourth
with a single. Poulter
was 2-4 and stole two
bases giving her 40 this
year.

Devanie Bigalk went
the distance on the
mound. In six innings
she allowed four runs,
walked two and struck
out four. She is now 8-9
this year.

On April 8, UW-Stout
destroyed any hope for a
first conference victory
early in the first game
putting up five runs in
the first three innings
and ending with a 7-1
victory over  the
Falcons. Vanderploeg

Gwozdecky success in hockey world

T he UW-River Falls men’s hockey pro-

gram has built a legitimate WIAC and
NCAA title contender on a yearly basis.
Every great program, from hockey

to hoops, needs to be built in
stages. One of the big mountains
in college hockey a program has
to climb is achieving a 20-win
season. '

The Falcons did that for the ¥irst
time back in 1981-82, their num-
ber 18 season of play. Their head
coach at the time was George
Gwozdecky, a 1978 UW-Madison
graduate, who also earned his
master’s of education from
UW-RF a year later. This

past Saturday the former Falcon led the
University of Denver Pioneers to an
improbable NCAA Division I Men’s Ice
Hockey championship in Boston, Mass.
Gwozdecky, a member of the Badgers’

In those three years he

per year. Before that the most
wins the Falcons’ had accumulated

NCAA title team in the 1976-77 season,
spent a total of three years at River Falls.

averaged 22 wins game.

in the 1985-86 season, as the Spartans
topped the Harvard Crimson in the title

Gwozdecky departed East Lansing, Mich.
for greener pastures to become head coach

in a season was 18, done twice in
the 1970s. In the 1982-83 season,
he led the Falcons to a 24-6-1
record and 2 NATA Championship.
UW-RF also earned three straight
WIAC first place finishes in
Gwozdecky’s three years, and
would continue the streak after
Gwozdecky departed, winning

of the Miami (Ohio) University Redhawks.
In his second season there the team went 5+
29-3. Quch.

one of the biggest tnarounds in college
hockey history, leading the Redhawks to a
26-~7-5 mark and their first ever NCAA
Tournament experience. He used that per-
formance to take over the Denver Pioneers

coach to the legendary

another NCAA Championship ring as well

Students need to
support fastpitch

s I walked the back paths

! ear Ramer Field, I couldn’t
help but hear the commotion

coming from the near by playing
fields.

Figuring it was an intramural
game, I chose to keep walking,
since I’'m 50 miles of walking
from being somewhat in shape.

an edge today.
As I continued I

as certain players made
their presence in the

game. Pretty intense, I
figured, since it sound-

Get in shape or watch a game? I
ove watching ball games, but the
: promise of getting into shape had

ballpark atmosphere and level of
intensity equally throughout the
innings. Baseball, missed by
many, has unfortunately been
removed from the campus, so for
all the tailgaters, they must resort
to softball for their source of
ballpark fever.

Whether it be a stellar perfor-
mance by Leah Vanderploeg at
the plate, or the fast running of
leaders like Anna Poulter, the
Falcon fastpitch provided a full
seven innings of all-out
entertainment. Big hits
from Emily Evans
encouraged cheers from
the crowd as well as the
bench. The cheers that

ed like all were partici- make the nicely-

pating from the field. designed field out at
Then shortly after Ramer erupt with roars

that, the field was out and celebrations.

of sight and I jour- One thing that is lack-

neyed back to : ing is stronger

my apartment. COREY HARGREAVES student support.
It wasn’t until If people do not

later looking at scores online that support the team, the program

I figured out it was a UW-River
Falls fast pitch game going on
and not an intramural game. I
should have stopped to see the
team play, since they are doing
better this year, with a 15-15
record compared to at 12-14
record last year at this time.
There 1 go, letting my Health 108
class take over again, when I
should have stopped and rooted
for the only UW-RF team on a
diamond this year.

I figure, baseball or softball, it
doesn’t matter. Both of them are,
in my mind, a great American
pastime. They may be different,
but both provide the same great

will be lost. Losing yet another
team is not something we on this
campus need to have happen
again,

Getting out and supporting is
not always easy with the year
winding down, but with the
weather getting nice; why pass
up the opportunity.

With our support, we as a stu-
dent body can help encourage
success to our fast pitch team.
All we need to do is take a few
minutes and devote our time to
someone else’s goal, even if it
does, like in my case, put the
goals I had in mind on hold for a
few more minutes.

another four in a row from

RYAN CARDINAL 1984-85 to 1987-88.
After his third year at UW-

RF, Gwozdecky went east to.be an assistant

Michigan State, one of the best Div. I pro-
grams in the country. He earned himself

Ron Mason at

Eric A. Page
Sports Editor

scouts. _
Last weekend,

and take a look at this guy."

viewed as untapped.

motivation.

after having his
wingspan measured at 7-feet 2-inches,
Melzer scored 11 points in 19 minutes
in the first round of the Portsmouth
Invitational in Portsmouth, Va. He
then suffered a hip-pointer injury that
sidelined him for the final two
games of the tournament which left
scouts wanting to see more. This is
something that may help Melzer down the line.
"The numbers that he put up make him intriguing,” said Chet n’t agree.
Kammerrer, director of player personnel for the Miami Heat. "The
scoring average, the rebounding and the
shooting percentage; the versatility he
showed in college make you want to stop

Kammeirer said Div. I players have been
scouted their whole collegiate careers so
the scouts know their potential. Melzer has
not been exposed and has not played
against top competition so his potential is

in 1995, another one of the storied pro-
grams in the nation with five national titles
at the time.

He took over the sliding DU program and
put them back on the map, but could not
quite get over the hump and reach the

See CARDINAL, B2

Chasing a dream

"Playing in the WIAC has humbled me because I am from a small

"I don’t know where I’ll end up.
I have very high expectations. 1
have always had dreams and
goals and I plan on achieving
them. I think I can make it."
Rich Melzer

Melzer’s lack of like competition is something that has skeptics need to play any more than he did to show he was a player," Greene
shaking their heads when hearing the NBA mentioned in the same said. "We need to get him invited to the Chicago pre-draft camp
sentence as the former Falcon’s name. That is something he uses as now and it will all depend on his performance there."

gave up seven runs, on 14 hits
while striking eut four in a com-
plete game effort. In the second
game Stout would again take
another victory in a 3-1 match
up.
"Am I concerned? Absolutely,
but the conference is still up for
grabs we just have to play both
sides, offense and defense. We
have been playing offense one
game and defense the next. We
just have to put it together,"
Falcon coach Faye Perkins said
about the team’s conference
start.

The Falcons’ offense helped
defeat Hamline April 9 putting
up seven runs, five in the second
inning, to pull out a one run vic-
tory.

Vanderploeg not only pitched

four innings giving up three
earned runs on three hits while
striking out one but also led the
Falcons with two RBI on 1-2 hit-
ting.
‘Bigalk earned the victory pitch-
ing three relief innings striking
out three while allowing three
earmned runs on seven hits.

Hamline scored a run in the
seventh to cut the River Falls
lead to one but then stranded two
runners on base to close out the
game.

In the second game on April 8
the Falcons started strong with a
Poulter lead off triple and then
Schwartz drove her home to take

a 1-0 lead.

St. Scholastica responded by
putting up three runs in the sec-
ond. The Falcons answered right
back in the third when Carolyn
Guisinger scored an unearned
run on an error by first baseman
Missy Erickson to make it 3-2.
Scholastica would put up two
runs in the fifth to secure the 5-2
victory.

Bigalk started for UW-RF and
got the loss pitching three
innings giving up three earned
runs on four hits and striking out
two.

The Falcons split again on
Sunday, winning the first game
1-0 over Northland College in a
pitchers duel. The only run came
in the third inning when Poulter
reached base on a single and then
stole two bases to get to third and
then was driven in by an RBI
single by Melissa Turhak. One
run was enough for Bigalk, who
pitched a complete game shutout

allowing only two hits and strik-
ing out nine.
The Falcons out hit St

Scholastica in the second game
but failed to score any rums,
resulting in a 4-2 loss.

This week River Falls will trav-
el to Platteville to play a WIAC
Cluster Tournament versus UW-
Stevens Point and UW-
Platteville Saturday and then
UW-Oshkosh and UW-
Whitewater on Sunday.

Leis NCAA qualifier

Crandall wins high jump at GAC

Sports Information

{ UW-River Falls

The UW-River Falls men's and
worhen's track & field teams

.| competed at the Lee Krough
Just two seasens-later, Gwezdecky -headed .

Inyitational held at Gustavus
Adolphus College Friday after-
noon. i

For the men, Clint Christy
placed second in the long jump
with a leap of 20-10 3/4 and sec-
ond in the triple jump with a 41-
5 3/4 effort.

Jeremy Olson placed third in
the steeplechase in 10:03.7 and
Mike Zander placed fifth in the
400 in 50.6. Rick Stewart placed
fifth in the triple jump with a
leap of 40-feet.

For the women, Jen Leis won

the hammer throw with a toss of
156-8 and she placed third in the
discus with a throw of 140-3.
She has now qualified for the
NCAA Div. III outdoor ghampi-
onships in beth events.
- Jill Crandall won the high jump
event with a leap of 5-6 and has
also qualified for the NCAA
Championships with that effort.
She also placed second in the
400 in 59.21.

Tiff Reber placed fifth in the
100 hurdles in 16.59. Shannon
Zweifel placed second in the 400
hurdles in 1:04.43. Steph Dura
placed second in the shot put
with a toss of 40-3 1/2.

Melzer preparing for
shot at NBA career

school,” Melzer said. "The people that doubt me and say, ‘Rich
isn’t going to do it,” or ‘I don’t think he has it in him,” make me
hungry. I want to get to that next level and point my finger back at

In many ways, former UW-River Falls basketball player Rich them."
Melzer is like any other college senior.

He spends his days in class and his nights working to
prepare himself for a career. He worries about the future
but is optimistic of limitless possibility. He quarrels with
his fiancé and fraternizes with his friends. Like all who
are finishing their collegiate careers, Melzer is looking
for a job. He wants to play in the NBA. j

"I don’t know where I'll end up," Melzer said of his
chances at playing in the NBA. "I have very high expec-
tations. I have always had dreams and. goals and I plan on
achieving them. I think I can make it."

Others agree. With an impressive. résumé
that includes being named NCAA Div, III
National Player of the Year by two, publi-
cations and a host of other recognitions
and accomplishments, the 6-foot :8-inch,
235-pound Melzer has impressed NBA

strength and agility.

Since completing his career as the WIAC’s second all-time
leading scorer, Melzer has been working tirelessly to
assure himself the best chance possible at a professional
career. He is working with former NBA player Trent
Tucker to improve his perimeter game and training with
former Timberwolves strength coach Sol Brandys to build

"He played with his back to the basket in college so he is
already a good post-up player," Tucker said." "I think he
can play as a two-guard in the NBA and have a very

strong inside-outside game being guarded by
we,  Smaller players."
" Melzer is represented by Dan Greene,
an agent for the Minneapolis- based

Summit Sports. Greene also repre-
sented Devean George of the Los
Angeles Lakers when he became the
first Div. III player ever drafted in
the first round out of Augsburg
College in 1999.

Melzer has drawn comparisons to
George with similar size and play-
ing style but NBA scouts have said
Melzer is a more polished player
than George was coming out of col-
lege. The knock on Melzer is his
ability to play perimeter defense

against the quicker players at the professional level. Tucker does-

"He is a good defensive player, his quickness is improving and he

step.

can shoot the ball," he said. "When you can
put the ball in the hole you can get
noticed."

Melzér has been nursing his leg since
returning from Portsmouth and will resume
regular workouts later this week. Greene
has quickly turned his attention to the next

" A lot of scouts at Portsmouth said that he

helped himself immensely, that he didn’t

See MELZER, B2
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draft camp. From there he will
go through individual workouts
for interested teams before the

MELZER

the NBA, some of which were good shot to get there and be
beside Michael Jordan on the

successful,” Tucker said. “He
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VARSITY SPORTS WEEK

Saturday, April 17

Fastpitch at WIAC Cluster Toumey 11 a.m.
Track and Field at Eau Claire Open 9 a.m.

Sunday, April 18
Fastpitch at WIAC Cluster Toumey 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, April 21

Men's Track and Field at Macalester

T8D

ToP PERFORMERS

Jen Leis
Track and Field

Emily Evans
Fastpitch

Leis was named WIAC Player ~ Evans was one of UW-RF’s top
of the Week after her perfor- hitters in their eight games last
mance at the Lee Krough week. She went 6-22 at the

Invitational at Gustavus plate with three RBIL, two runs | : '1

from B1

For now it is a waiting game
for Melzer until he receives
word on being invited to the pre-
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draft. If his name is not called on
draft day he will participate in
the NBA summer league in

hopes of earning a tryout.

Tucker, who played 12 years in

Apnl 24, 2004

Steamboat Inn
@rescott, WI
8 p.m. - Midnight
Everyone is welcome!
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Tickets may be
purchased at the
. Student Center,
: Rodli Commons,
or at the door.
Ticket Price is $10
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Chicago Bulls championship
teams of the early 90s, thinks
Melzer’s chances are good
whether he is drafted or not.
"The things he is doing right

understands that he is chasing a
dream. When you are chasing a
dream you have to do everything
possible to make that dream
become a reality."

Adolphus College. She quali-
fied for the NCAA National
Championships in two events
by winning the hammer throw

scored and two home runs.

The first shot came in a 3-0
win over St. Mary’s at home.
Her slugging percentage for the

now are going to give him a

and placing third in the discus.  week was .545.

CARDINAL
from B1

Frozen Four. Their best chance

came in the 2001-02 season,

where they won the WCHA reg-

ular season and playoff titles.

They earned the top overall seed

in the NCAA Tournament, but
had the misfortune of playing
the University of Michigan on

their home rink to earn a trip to

the Frozen Four.

Like so many that came before

them, the Pioneers met their

demise in Ann Arbor, Mich. by
a score of 5-3. Fast forward to

this past season. Gwozdecky’s
club entered the playoffs with-
out their leading scorer at the
time, Conner James, who suf-
fered a broken leg. They were
swept at home by their archri-
vals, the Colorado College
Tigers, in the WCHA playoffs.

They didn’t exactly enter the
NCAA Tournament on a roll.
They did have an advantage,
though, playing in Colorado
Springs, Col., just 70 miles
from their campus. They
defeated his former team,
Miami of Ohio to again advance
to within one game of the
Frozen Four.

Woodbury, Minn. native Adam

drink 1-5 drinks per
week, If any at all.

Remember ONE DRINK equels:

id oz Bewsr 4 oz, Mixwd Drink

o cwales Hitm

.25 oa. of
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TALK, TALK,

TALK WITH REALM!
+ Unlimited Nights and Weekends

Scarting at 7 p.m.

* Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Calling
* Free Nationwide Toll-Free Calling
* One Free Month of Picture Messaging
* One Free Month of MaillIT~

Text Messaging

« Free Acthvation (a $35 Savings)

= MIDWEST
G WIRELESS

« instant Phone Rebate!

1.000 MI ,
$‘;‘)()9--~ .

Berkhoel backstopped a shutout
of the number two team in the
country, the North Dakota
Fighting Sioux and Gwozdecky
had a chance to return the pro-
gram to an elite status.

Down two goals to a team
(Minnesota-Duluth) that had not
blown a third period lead all
year in the semifinals is not an
envious situation, but that’s
where the Pioneers were. They
clawed their way back though to
defeat the Dogs 5-3 and got a
crack at the top team in all the
land, the Maine Black Bears, for
the NCAA Championship.

Just hours before the title
game, Gwozdecky made a

incredibly bold move. He sus-
pended the team’s third leading
scorer Lukas Dora, who also
scored the game-winner against
Minnesota-Duluth Thursday.
Terms of the suspension were
not disclosed to the public.

On Saturday, Gwozdecky
finally accomplishied the dream
when his Pioneers defeated the
Black Bears 1-0 in a incredibly
dramatic game that saw Maine
hit multiple posts in the final
minute.

In just 20 years, Gwozdecky
went from the head coach of a
small WIAC school to the head
coach of the NCAA Div. I
champions. Not too shabby.

NU TES FOR
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Add pictisre messoging for $5.95/month
to sand or receive 20 pictiars messoges.

R

We Answer To You.

T find out more. call 800-829- TALK, vist midwestwireless.com o 110 by one of the wuwwe g sownons.
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cEast End features big back yard
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Photo by Katie Camplin

Residents of East End battle construction but manage to enjoy the weather.

Katie Camplin
Staff Writer

Undergoing changes, East End of campus
is nestled between construction zones and
Cascade Avenue.,

When the construction is finally complet-
ed, East End will share its space with the
new childcare center and suite style resi-
dence hall. The noise from construction,
which was considerable last fall, has sub-
sided.

Now in spring, as the weather warms, stu-
dents emerge all over campus and in-line
skaters make good use of the stretch of side-
walk that runs along the East End. All four

halls, Grimm, McMillian, Parker and
Crabtree, share what amounts to a huge back
yard where games of catch occur regularly.

Another draw to the East End is the new
centralized basketball courts. On nice days
they’re frequently busy.

“I think it has been great that the basketball
courts have moved,” said Tracy Bendewald,
Parker Hall Manager. “A lot more people
have been using them.”

Unlike West End, living on East End means
sharing space with a lot of freshman resi-
dents. A situation that may change next year
as freshman floors are added to every hall on
campus. Right now, East End embraces
these new students with a flurry of activity.

“There is a lot of energy and enthusiasm
that freshman bring,” Bendewald said.
“They are exc1ted about being here and
being in school.’

With more freshmen, orgamzed activities
abound.

“Our RA is great,” said Michelle Maccoux,
a freshman in Grimm Hall. “We have played
capture the flag with other halls and there is
a date auction tomorrow. It is very friendly
over here.”

Friendliness is a necessity when you're
alone and living in a new place.

“There is a lot of knocking on doors and
introducing going on,” Bendewald said.
“Upperclassmen have rituals and routines.”

The spacing of halls in a row means that the
walk to classes for some students is far.
Hiking from Crabtree to the Ag Science
Building is long and cold during a Wiseonsin
winter.

“The only bad thing about living here is the
walking distance,” said Eric Huberty, a
freshman living in McMillan Hall.

Many students said ag students probably
find West End more appealing.

All the halls on East End have a cube con-
figuration which allows for sunny corridors
and confusing basements.

While West End has co-ed Stratton Hall,
East End has the all female Parker Hall.
According to the UW-RF Web site, Parker
Hall has one of the most active hall councils.

“It is one of those buildings that people
don’t generally wani to live in,” Bendewald
said. “But being all women allows for pro-
grams and activities that we would not oth-
erwise be able to have.”

Parker Hall has been developing programs
based on inspirational women and current
women's issues.

RUGBY: TOO ROUGH TO BE VARSITY SPORT

Mike Longaecker
Front Page Editor

Football games can get rough.
Hockey games can, too. Broken
bones, concussions, fights — you
name it. But those players wear
pads.

Rugby players
mouth guards.

Exposed directly to the ele-
ments with just a hunk of rubber
in their mouths and rugby shirts
only slightly more beefy than the
fashionable ones sold at Old
Navy, the UW-River Falls men’s
rugby team takes the field with
little more than adrenaline and
teamwork as their protection.

“It’s probably the most primal
game there is,” said men’s rugby

2 president~Andy—TaMerer“No
yrfﬂrl has anything on rugby.”

LaMere, a UW-RF senior, said
rugby’s just as tough as hockey
but without the reprieve of fre-
quent line changes.

“It’s like we have 40-minute
shifts,” L.aMere said.

The games span two 40-minute
halves that often leave players
bloody and banged-up.

“I’ve seen countless concus-
sions, broken arms, legs and torn
ACLs,” said Kevin Blaine,
UW-RF alumnus and spring-sea-
son rugby player.

League rules allow. alumni to
compete during the informal
spring season.

Blaine, who graduated last fall,

only wear’

said the only rugby-related
injury he’s had was a sprained
ankle.

“I guess that’s pretty lucky,”
Blaine said.

Blaine described a rugby tech-
nique called “the raké.” When a
player is reluctant to let go of a
ball after being taken to the
ground, the opponent will drag
the metal spikes
on his shoes
across the ball-
carrier’s back.

“People don't give us
credit. There’s a

second to none.

“The rugby community is very
close, probably closer than any
other sport,” LaMere said.

If one team is short on players,
LaMere said it’s not uncommon
for the opposing team to offer up
players of their own in order to
ensure the game goes on.

LaMere said skirmishes that
take place dur-
ing games are
left - like so
many drops of

“It  teaches misconéeption that blood — on the
you when to let A field.
go of the ball”  rugby isnot areal  After  the
Blaine said. 2 games, both
Maybe that’s e though we still teams gather at
why LaMere g0 through all the  a house occu-

said some peo-
ple tcalt them

other stuff as varsity.

pied by the host
team to unwind

ey sSports. Come to a and devour
UW-RF men’s burgers and
rugby, which &§ame and see how [ %

began its spring
season March 6,

competes across is.’

tough and brutal it

Players know
each other by
nicknames such

the upper mid- Andy LaMere as “Tex,”
west. Without Men’s rugby president ‘Peanut Butter”
the luxury of and  “Blaine

being an NCAA-sanctioned
sport, the players must pony up
most fees and expenses out of

a their own pockets.

Pain and agony at their own
expense? “Crazy” suddenly
becomes a reasonable argument.
LaMere — or “Virg” to his
teammates — said the cama-
raderie between rugby players is

Train.” They use the time to
blow off steam, LaMere said.

LaMere said one part of post-
game festivities includes group
sing-alongs. Though the titles
seem benign enough — “Rugby
Queen” and “Old Chicago Store”
are among the most popular —
LaMere said the lyrics might be
unfit for print.

He said the songs are rooted in
a centuries-old tradition passed
down from rugby players who
united in song in English and
Irish pubs.

A history and knowl]edge of the
game is something LaMere said
most rugby players possess, yet
don’t get credit for.

At an April 13 practice, the
team demonstrated different
positioning strategies after going
through a series of passing drills
to improve ball-handling skills.

“People don’t give us credit,”
LaMere said. “There’s a miscon-
ception that rugby is not a real
sport, though we still go through
all the other stuff as varsity
sports. Come to a game and see
how tough and brutal it is.”

UW-RF junior Joe Exner — or
“Twinkie” to his rugby team-
mates — agreed that rugby is as
much a sport as any other.

“It’s like if soccer and football
had a child,” Exner said.

The men’s rugby team will
compete April 17 at Winona
State University. On April 24 the
team will travel to St. Cloud for
the All Saints tournament, the
largest rugby tournament in the
Midwest.

Blaine added that anyone inter-
ested in joining the rugby team
should call 426-07717.
Uninitiated callers are cautioned
to refer to rugby only as a sport,
lest they find themselves getting
raked over.
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HOROSCOPES

By staff psychic Rachel Gaynor who got chocolate on her white
sweatshirt and is embarrassed to wear it anymore this week.

ARIES (March 21-April 20)

Talking with your mouth full of food is never attractive and can
have some embarrassing outcomes like choking or spitting. It is
best to swallow before you talk; nobody likes see-food.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21)

The beautiful weather this time of year makes going to class and
work harder than ever. It is OK to skip and get your Vitamin D
intake, but don't overdose on the sunlight. You will start to see
spots from all the sun.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21)

Searching for a roommate and a place to live is really hard, espe-
cially because you don't really have many friends or any money
for rent. If your parents live close enough, just commute. You'll
save big in the long run. If they don't, live in the dorms again.
They aren't that bad for an 11 by 13 cement box.

CANCER (June 22-July 23)

There really isn't any excitement in your life right now and you are
getting bored. Pick a fight with one of your acquaintances or your
neighbors about something easily solvable but make a huge deal to
create some drama of your own.

LEO (July 24-Aug. 23)

You are spending way too much money on laundry because you
spill on everything you wear. There is a great invention you could
try while eating to save your money. It is called a napkin. Use one.

VIRGO (Aug. 24-Sept. 23)

Recently you made a bunch of new friends and love spending time
with them. Just remember it's not OK to ditch your other friends
even if they aren't as fun. They still like you and miss you even
though nobody else can seem to see why.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)

You often find yourself singing in the shower, at karaoke at the
bars, and in the car as much as you can. You have even considered
quitting school and making it your new career. Remember that
your audience now is either you or a bunch of drunk people.
Critics in Hollywood will be a lot tougher.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)

Blind spots in cars cause many problems while driving. Backing .
up is a difficult task and you have tapped a few cars this week try-
ing to parallel park. It might be best for you and, more important-
1y, for the safety of other drivers if you started walking or biking
everywhere you go.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)

You have been a little hostile to everyone lately and can't under-
stand why. It is time for a little R&R. Everyone else needs a break
from you. If that doesn't work you might want to consider profes-
sional help for the issues you can't tackle on your own.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 20)

A lot of children get misdiagnosed with ADD and ADHD every
year but you think that you really have it. You can't concentrate on
anything for more than five minutes and sometimes that is a little
too long. If your doctor won't get you a prescription, Ritalin is
easy to find on the hard streets of River Falls.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19)

Hey Barbid, you have over exercised, over tanned and spend way
too much time getting ready in the morning. Look around you.
Nobody else cares what they look like, so they probably don't care
what you look like and neither should you. Just relax. Your inner
beauty will shine through easier if you don't have so much stuff
covering it up.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)

While reading the latest issue of Cosmo you found many interest-
ing positions that you would love to try with your partner. There is
one little problem, though. You don't have one. It is easy to pick
up people at the bar; just buy them a drink and whisper sweet
nothings in their ear until they are ready. College is the time fo
have fun.

Last chance: Submit
Voice applications by
April 21

EVENTS

Fee: Free

Center Lawn

—+ IN THE SPOTLIGHT
April 22, 6:30 p.m.

Location: Student

Take back the mght

Take Back the Night is a time for everyone to
unify to create awareness of violence against
women, men and families. There are “wo musical
performances scheduled to perform: Thea Ennen
and Lisa Kane. Former Wisconsin NOW vice
president, Emily McWilliams will also be speak-
ing. At 7:15 p.m., there will be open mic for sur-
vivors to speak out. Ending out the night will be a
march through campus and the city at 8:15 p.m. www.blu.net

Story
ideas? To
submit
them call
425-3118

Habistravaganza
April 18, 11:30 a.m.t0 2

.m.

Fee: $5 for adults, $3 far
children 5 to 12

Location: St. Bridget’s
Church, River Falls
Spaghetti Lunch Buffet,
live music, raffle, and silent
auction.

udson Cinemé

KiLL BiLL Voi. 2 (r)
(12:50)
Weekdays 4:00 Evenings 7:30, 9:45
THe Prince & ME (Pg) =t
{No 7:20 show Salurday Evening)
(12:10, 2:30)
Weekdays 4:50 Evemngs 7:20, 9:35
THe GinL NEXT DOOR (R) i
(12:00, 2:20)
Weekdays 4:40 Evenings 7:15, 9:40
Scoosy Doo 2:
MONSTERS UNLEASHED (PG) =
(12:00, 2:10)
Weekdays 4:20 Evenings 6:50, 8:45
Home oN THE RANGE (PG)
(12:30, 2:40) .
Weekdays 4:50 Evenings 7:00
HELLBOY (PG-13)
Evenings 9:00

4| KinniConnections Trip
April 17, 1:00 to 4:30 p m.
Fee: $17
Location: Kinnickinnic
River
Kayak/Canoe trip starting
at Glen Park and ending at
the Kinnickinnic State
Park. Transportation and
rental included in cost.
Sign up in the Leadership
Center by April 15

Show times in ( } play Fri, Sat, & Sun Only

PLAY DATES 4/9-4/15

THE PUNISHER (R)

Coffeehouse Concert
April 19, 8 p.m.

Fee: Free for students, $5
for non-students

Location: Brandy's

Blu Sanders brings his
acoustic guitar music to
UW-RF. For more
information visit

1:10;
Weekdays 4:10( Eve)nings 7:20, 9:45
Fil ELLa ENCHANTED (PG)
12:00, 2:1
ne PhOto Weekday(s igg Ev:gings 7:00
JERSEY GIRL (PG-13)
Evenings 9:00
WAaLkING TALL (PG-13)
(1:00, 3:00)
Weekdays 5:00 Evenings 7:30, 9:20
THE PASSION OF CHRIST (R)

(1:30)
Weekdays 4:20 Evenings 7:15, 9:45

Sneak Preview-13 Going On 30 (PG-13)
Saturday, Aprll 17 7:30 pm

) §7 00

econo®foods

PHICOTO PRC)C ESSING CENTER
fwer Eatts, 1

35mm 24exp 4X6 prints = $7.99

overnight developing price. APS price starting at $10.

4 ¥ ¥ 4 The Uttimate Student Housing!

b & Available September 2004
2, 3, 4, & 5 Bedroom Apartment Homes close to Campus
Includes: !
vt o 2"x6” walls (¢-19 insulation)
« 3 Bedroom w/full bath and split vanity ¢ R-44 attic insulation (14 inches deep)
o 4BR w2 full baths »  Wood or vinyl window sysiems
o BrondNewSBr w/ 2 fullbathsfor ¢ [00%cfficient zone control heat
groups o7 « 100% foundations perimeter insulation
« Full modem Kitchen + Insulated steel entry doors
» 15cu Ft. refrigeratorffreezer »  Sound proofed/insulated between unit
o Full 30 in. electric range/oven « Built to State of Wisconsin approved
+ Buili-in dishwasher plans :
o ORI CroWavE »  Same type of unit eamed NSP Energy
o In-mit private utility oot + Conservation Gmiﬁf:atc in Menomonie
o Private washer/dryer in most » High efficiency appliances
(some with coin operated Immdsy o Monthly wutilities average only $20/

» Large Hving room person

» Deluxe eatpet-ﬂ\ﬂmal dtapes

HURRY ON THIS OPPORTUNITY!

SAWDUST CITY REAL ESTATE
CALL 425-3150

Rental Terms:
o Group from 2-7 persons
{smaller groups can check out owr lists of others interested)
» Personal references required
+ Lease and Deposit required
o Energy Mizer construction highlights

o Quoted smount based on full groups
o Other unit styles & prices are available




B4

Laramie

Project:

SPECIAL SECTION

April 16, 2004

Exploring intolerance

Submitted Photo
Laramie Project cast members Stephanie Briggs, Karrie Pommier and Wayne Yeager
will perform April 22-24 and April 29 through May 1 at 8 p.m. in Blanche Davis Theatre.

The play was brought to UW-
RF by theater students who had
seen it. Suzy Messerole, a mem-
ber of the Pillsbury House
Theatre in Minneapolis, was
chosen as guest director.

“I had wanted to direct this
play for some time,” Messerole
said. “I spent three years as co-
artistic director at a GLBT [Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender] company and we
wanted to do this play but we
couldn’t get the rights.”

One challenge Messerole wel-
comed in directing this play was
its simplicity. The set and cast
are minimal. The set often con-
tains no more than a table or
chair. The eight cast members
play more than 60 characters.
Messerole had to coach the cast
in making each character indi-
vidualistic, so as not to confuse
the audience.

“I’ve been pushing them to find
a gesture that’s specific to the
characters,” Messerole said.
“They’ve been doing a wonder-
ful job finding the complexities
of all their different characters
whether it’s a 10 minute mono-
logue or they only talk for a sec-
ond.”

Shannan Allen
Staff Writer

Laramie, Wyoming: a town that
was thrown into the spotlight
after the brutal killing of
Matthew Shepard. In the public

intolerance and homophobia.

- Starting April 22 the depths of

the tragedy, the town and its peo-
ple will be explored on the stage
of the Blanche Davis Theatre in
the Fine Arts building (KFA) at
UW-River Falls.

“The Laramie Project,” written

by Moises Kaufman and the
Tectonic Theater Project (TTP)
following the 1998 murder of
Shepard, actually takes place
after Shepard’s death. It revolves
around interviews done by
Kaufman and members of the
TTP with Laramie residents.

Cast member Wayne Yeager,
who plays nine different charac-
ters and does some narration,
said it has been a challenging
aspect of preparing for the play.

“They all go so quick so you
have to find something quickly
to display their personality,”

Yeager said,

But he thinks the simplicity of
the cast and stage are important
to enhancing the play. *

“The simplicity makes you
concentrate on what’s being said,
which is the important part of the
play,” Yeager said.

Messerole agreed.

“Aesthetically I like it better
when it’s simpler,” Messerole
said. “It’s a more intimate expe-
rience.”

The play also contains more
than 40 scenes. The scenes are
monologues taken from inter-
views with Laramie residents.

Ken Stofferahn, head of the
UW-REF speech communications
and theater department (SCTA),
said making the monologues
flow well was another challenge.
“It’s a series of moments,” said
Stofferahn during a panel discus-
sion March 30. “‘How do we get
from one [scene] to the other?’”

The play, being very real to life
combined with the tragic back-
drop, is what affects those who
attend the play.

“It will ask a lot of you,” said
Robin Murray, SCTA professor.
Yeager said it’s a play all people
can draw from, regardless of
their opinion on homosexuality.

“The play shows people who
hate,” Yeager said. “But it’s also
one people should get something
from. If they're hateful they’ll
probably be pissed off. If they’re
compassionate they’'ll probably
cry many times.”

However, Lacey Felmlee, co-
chair of the Gay/Straight
Alliance, is unsure of whether
the play reaches the people who
could be most improved by it.

"The people who might be the
most afraid to go are the ones
who would most benefit from it,"
Felmlee said.

Messerole said both the murder
of Matthew Shepard and the play
have left a lasting effect on peo-
ple.

“It has shined a huge spotlight
on a problem of intolerance and
violence against GLBT people,”
Messerole said. “It started a
national dialogue of where we
want to go as a country.”

Murray said the effects of the
events in Laramie reach far
beyond the town.

“The murder of Matthew
Shepard changed the people of
Laramie and maybe ourselves,”
Murray said.

Gordon Hedahl, College of
Arts and Sciences dean said the
play may help people better
understand the world we live in.

“It’s not just one incident,”
Hedahl said. “It’s helping us to
understand why people are intol-
erant and opens our lives to peo-
ple who are different.”

Messerole said the tragedy
does not prevent the play from
delivering a positive message.
“It’s a reminder that good can
come ont of something horrible,”
Messerole said. “There’s a great
deal of hope and inspiration.”

eye, it became synonymous with

UW-RF student challenges hate

Sarah Day
Assistant News Editor.

Lacey Felmlee, 19, is a lesbian. But that’s
not what she wants to be known as.

Felmlee said it was harder to be gay when
she was in high school.

"I had to struggle with not being what peo-
ple expected me to be," she said.

‘When she was 16, she came out telling only
her mother and her friends.

"It was really scary," Felmlee said.

Felmlee felt different growing up when she
didn’t have crushes on guys .

When Felmlee came out to her mom, she
was tolerant but not accepting.

"We went through stages where we weren’t
speaking," Felmlee said. "It takes time for a
parent to change all of their hopes and
dreams for their children."

Her mom is now accepting of her lifestyle.

Felmlee, however, still struggles every day
with acceptance.

"It’s not difficult day-to-day," Felmlee said.
"But there is always the fear of being
harassed; the constant thought in the back of
your head is always there."

Felmlee said she has been fortunate to
never have had a serious threat against her.

She is proud of who she is and doesn’t feel
she has to hide her sexuality. However, she
also said she believes there is a time and
place for affection, no matter what sexual
orientation you are.

"It’s one thing to be proud of who you are,
it’s another to flaunt it," Felmlee said.

Felmlee, co-chair of the Gay/Straight
Alliance (GSA), said the group has received
threatening e-mails and has been the target of
derogatory comments. Last October during
GSA’s Coming Out week, a few students
wrote comments on the sidewalk directed at
gay and lesbian studerts.

"We have had confrontations with individ-
uals on campus but no major conflicts with
any campus affiliated groups,” Felmee said.

Felmlee has also had difficulty dealing with
her religious beliefs.

"Lutheran churches

are accepting,"

Felmlee said. "But my church has not been
as receptive as others."

She remembers a time when her mom went
to church and the pastor talked about his
opposition to an ordained lesbian pastor at
another church.

"I find it hard to support a church whose
views don’t support me," Felmlee said.

She added she is a very spiritual person, but
does not feel comfortable in the church’s
environment.

Felmlee said she would turn to family and
friends before she turned to the church for
advice and guidance.

"I’ve always thought about saying some-
thing to my pastor about my sexual orienta-
tion," Felthlee said. "Maybe it would have a
positive impact to help him and the church
become more accepting."

Raeann Flood, a member of GSA and
friend of Felmlee said religion is what a per-
son interprets it to be.

"Your faith is what you get out of it," Flood
said. "Not what someone tells you."

Felmlee said she doesn’t care what other
people think about her.

"If people can’t see me for what I truly am,
they are not the type of person I want to asso-
ciate with," Felmlee said.

Audrey Liguard, also a member of GSA
and Felmlee’s close friend, said she is proud
of her friend for standing up for what she
believes in.

"It only takes your biology to be gay or les-
bian," Liquard said. "In order to be out, it
takes a lot of courage."

Felmlee grew up in Cornell, Wis., a smail
town of 1,400 people. In her town it is very
uncommon for someone to be openly gay, so
she was hesitant to come out. However, most
people from her town now know she is gay
and because they know her as a person, her
sexual orientation doesn’t change their opin-
ion of her. ,

"I’ve had no negative. reactions during my
coming-out process,” Felmlee said. "People
see me first before they see that I'm a les-
bian. When someone is offended or thinks
P’m wrong for being a lesbian, they don’t

deserve my time because it doesn’t define
who I am."

Felmlee finds that people are curious about
her sexuality. When they ask her questions,
she is more than happy to explain. Questions
like ‘do you have a girlfriend?’ ‘when did
you first know you were a lesbian?’ and
‘how did you know that you were different?’
are the most common.

Felmlee has had a partner for the past two
and a half years.

"I guess that disproves the stigma that gays
don’t have long term relationships," Felmlee
said. .

"It bothers me people assume everyone is
straight," Felmlee said. "It would be so nice
for people to say ‘do you have a pdrtner?”"

She said today’s generation is more accept-
ing of people who identify with the gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) com-
munity than older generations.

Felmlee said coming to UW-RF was a good
decision.

She has made many friends through her
involvement with GSA and feels the campus
is very accepting of GLBT people.

" All of my pre-conceptions about this cam-
pus being close-minded were incredibly
wrong," Felmlee said. "This campus is full of
allies and supporters."

Liquard however, has not had the same
reception Felmlee has.

‘I come from the Twin Cities where gay
and lesbian persons are very much accepted.
I expected the same from this school,"
Liquard said. "I use a lot of my energy to feel
comfortable."

She said she has had several unfortunate
incidents at UW-RF that have made her feel
this way. There are very few places on this
campus she truly feels comfortable express-
ing her beliefs.

Liquard said loving another person no mat-
ter who they are can never be wrong. She is
often shocked by how much hate is directed
toward something purely based on love.

"To live a life that isn’t honest, that’s
wrong," Liquard said. "Love is never
wrong."

Matthew Shepard
case timeline

Oct. 6 1998:

Shepard, a gay University
of Wyoming student, is
beaten and tied to a fence
outside of Laramie,
Wyoming and found a day
|ater.

Oct. 9:

Russell Henderson and
Aaron McKinney are
charged with attack.

Oct. 12: Shepard dies.

Dec. 2: Suspects plead
not guilty.

1999: Both receive two
life sentences.

Gay/Straight Alliance celebrates acceptance

Shannan Allen
Sarah Day

she feels they are providing a of the gay community.
good service to the UW-RF cam-

According to Felmlee, next

are silent for eight hours in
respect and remembrance of all

There is also a committee made .
up of three students and 15 staff

throughout the UW System.
A separate council is being

Staff Writers

UW-River Falls is no stranger
to hate and intolerance. In March
the campus rallied together
against closed-mindedness and
ignorance. For years the gay
community on campus has been
fighting this same battle.

Formed in 1991, the
Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA)
was the first support group of its
kind at UW-RF. Currently there
are about 20 members of all sex-
uval orientations striving to pro-
mote gay rights and acceptance.

GSA used to be known as the
10 percent society. That’s how
some of society sees the gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender
(GLBT) community; as unequal
to the rest of society. One of the
current controversies throughout
the nation is the decision to
legalize gay marriage. It has its
supporters, gay and straight
alike, feeling less than equal.

“There are over 1,100 rights
that married couples get that I
can’t because I'm gay,” said
Lacey Felmlee, co-chair of GSA.,

Raeann Flood, a straight mem-
ber of GSA, is involved because

pus.

“GSA isn’t trying to change
anyone’s mind,” Flood said. “It
is a support group, I go there to
give and get support.”

Felmlee feels UW-RF is very
supportive of the GSA and its
members.

“The campus is very supportive
and they rally behind us,”
Felmlee said.

Lisa Weinreich, director of the
Diversity Awareness Committee,
feels diversity should be cele-
brated on campus.

“It is important to have diversi-
ty on campus in otder to inte-
grate different beliefs, cultures
and ideals,” Weinreich said.
“The exposure to other’s way of
life can allow our society to be
more aware and open-minded.”

GSA has activities throughout
the year to promote the accep-
tance of all people. Coming Out
week in October encourages stu-
dents to voice their sexual pref-
erence and is the first event of
the year that makes GSA visible
on campus. During this week
there is a dance and GSA mem-
bers direct focus groups where
students can share their opinions

year the GSA plans to have a
drag show and a speaker for
World AIDS day which is during
Coming Out week.

GSA members attend the
Midwest Bisexual Lesbian Gay
Transgender Ally College
Conference (MBLGTACC) or
commonly referred to as the
“Big Gay Conference” which is
held in February.
Students get to
network, attend
workshops, con-
certs and get edu-
cational informa-

“It is important to
have diversity on
campus in order to

hate crimes.

GSA advisor Davida Alperin
said she chose to become advisor
to the organization to help make
the campus a place where GLBT
people could be comfortable.

“There are a lot of faculty who
want to make sure the campus is
a safe space,” Alperin said.
“Being a lesbian has made me
more aware of
how students
would want a
safe space.”

In answer to
this GSA creat-

tion. integrate different  ed a Safe Space

Felmlee attend- . Ally Program
& By Lol belzefs: cultures and (SSAP) 3
Day in St. Paul ideals.” 1994. The pro-
Minn. in March . : : gram consists
to support the Llsa_ Weinreich of faculty and
right for gay mar-  diversity awareness student volun-
riages. committee student teers who offer

“I had goose
bumps the entire
time,” Felmlee
said. “There were amazing
speakers and over 3.500 people
both gay and straight attended; it
was really uplifting.”

GSA participates in the Day of
Silence held April 21. Students

chair

a place for peo-
ple of all sexual
orientations to
go to feel they are completely
accepted and not judged.
Students can locate volunteers
by looking for pink triangle signs
hanging in faculty office win-
dows.

called the Safe Space Group, a
newer program with similar
intent as the SSAP, that get
together to discuss how to make
the campus more GLBT friendly.
Both Felmlee and Weinreich are
student members.

The program was lead by Mary
Manke, the associate dean of the
College of Education and
Professional Studies.

“I arrived on this campus all
about creating a safe space pro-
gram,” Manke said. “And in my
personal opinion the safest space
is out.”

While the presence of GSA was
positive, Manke wanted to help
provide additional support to
GLBT people on campus.

Manke said tolerance and
understanding depend on educa-
tion and socialization between
straight and GLBT people.

“My experience is that many
people believe they have never
known a GLBT and when they
have a chance to interact with a
GLBT person they are less
uncomfortable.”

Before her death, Chancellor
Ann Lydecker was working with
them to promote the program

formed of members from several
organizations to discuss current
issues.

In light of the recent threats
directed at black students, there
is a need to promote acceptance
among all people.

The Student Diversity commit-
tee is having its first Diversity
Bangquet April 26 to recognize all
UW-RF minority members and
to promote diversity. Leon Gbee
an African American Alliance
(AAA) member and Terrence
Galbreath, AAA’s advisor,
founded this event.

Weinreich is in charge of the
banquet.

“This will allow people to be
recognized for their efforts and
endless devotion to spreading an
awareness of diversity and multi-
cultural issues,” Weinreich said.

Flood feels we are moving in
the right direction for GLBT
acceptance but fears it won’t
happen anytime soon.

“As time goes on it will
become the norm,” Flood said.
“But that will come with future
generations; today’s people are
too old-fashioned and stuck on
their views.”

»
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